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Monsieur l'Ambassadeur , 



y. £. m'a faitrhoDDeur de m'anQoocer qu'elle d^sirait obr 
tenir du Gouyernement de S. M. Iafacult6de designer, comme 
Ghapelle de TAmbassade de S. M. Britannique , un local 
qu'elle aurait choisi , et qui serait assez Taste pour que les 
personues qui professent la religion anglicane puissent y aft- 
sister au Service Divin. Elle m'a fait conqaitre yerbalement 
que rH6tel Marboeuf, acquis par un sujet de S. M. Britan- 
nique, devait ^tre destine i cet usage , auquel ne suffisait pas 
la Ghapelle plac6e dans rh6tel de son Ambassade. 

Je me suis empress^ de consulter le Hinistre de rint6rieur 
sur. I'objet de voire demande , et , d'apr^s sa r^ponse , je puis 
annoncer d Y . E. que le Gouvernemcnt du Roi consent vo- 
lontiers d ce que THdtel de Marboeuf soit affect6 d Tusage 
qu'elle lui destine, et consid6r6 comme GHAPELLE DE 
L'AMBASSADE D'ANGLETERRE ; le tout en reciprocity 
de ce qui a lieu k Londres pour la Ghapelle de TAmbassade du 
Roi. 

S1GN6 J. DE VILLELE 



8. E. 

Sir Charles Stuart, 

etc., etc., etc. 



PREFACE 



TO THE FIRST EDITION 



The subjects upon which these Sermons are written 
are the most momentous that can engage the atten- 
tion of man. The positive denial of them by some — 
and these not a few — and the awful, and as general 
perversion of them by others, who yet profess to be 
Christians, are imperative calls upon those who occupy 
the high station of Ministers of the Gospel, to ^^take 
unto them the whole armour of God," ** earnestly to 
contend for the faith which was once delivered unto 
the Saints *' ( Jude, verse 3) . It is deeply to be la- 
mented, although not matter of surprise, that any men, 
professing to be '' Masters in Israel," Teachers of '* the 
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common Salvation," should be ignorant of, or opposed 
to the Doctrines enforced in the following pages— that 
they who stand up as bearers of Jehovah's message 
should not know what are ^^ the first principles of the 
oracles of God :" — that instead of preaching the ^* un- 
searchable riches of Christ," and declaring ^' the way 
of salvation," they should ^^ desire to be teachers of the 
law, understanding neither what they say nor where- 
of they affirm " (I Tim. i. 7). It is also much to be 
deplored, that men should be so indifferent to their 
own best interests as to adopt the sentiments of their 
Ministers, or of the Denomination with which they 
find themselves connected, without comparing, with 
a scrutiny the most rigid, and investigation the most 
patient, whatever is advanced by the one or main- 
tained by the other, veith the Scriptures of God. To 
this indifference we may trace the gross ignorance 
that prevails among Protestants generally, upon those 
^orious truths in the knowledge of which eternal life 
is had, and in the conscientious and intelligent abiding 
in which, victory over ^^ the desires of the flesh and of 
the mind" is achieved; truths — to establish which, 
" holy men of God spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost" truths — which, embodied in the articles 
of the Church of England, have ever been her only 
glory, her only safeguard. 



PREFACE. XI 

Impressed with the responsibility which attaches to 
him to whom the mind of Christ has been made known 
by the teaching of the Eternal Spirit the Author is 
desirous, so far as in him lies, to record and to disse- 
minate, so plainly and intelligibly ^ ^ that he may run 
that readeth," "the Testimony which God hath given 
of his Son." 

The Lord has not left . Himself without witness to 
the power of the truth set forth in these Sermons. 
Many previous instances have occurred in Marboeuf 
Chapel, during the last year, which demonstrate that, 
however ** the preaching of the Cross is, to them that 
perish, foolishness," it is now, as it ever has been, and 
as it will be unto the end, ' * the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth" (Rom. i. 16). 
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In order not to break the contiDuity of the subjects 
treated in these Sermons they are each printed as a whole. 
Yet the substance of tweWe Sermons is contained in the 
six, each having formed two discourses when deHvered 
from the pulpit. 



MAN'S HELPLESSNESS. 



^< Without me ye can do nothing,^' 

JoHlf, XV, 5. 



However repugnant to the taste of the world the 
doctrine of man's native helplessness be, it is a truth, 
not merely derived by inference from certain doctrines, 
clearly and unequivocally laid down in the Sacred Vo- 
lume, but is one that is fully, and frequency, and un- 
ambiguously defined: and were there no other passage 
upon which to found it, the w<mx1s that I have read 
from the 1 5th of John are sufficiently explicit for its 
establishment. The want oi relish for a statement 
purporting to {nroceed from the Spirit of God — the 
want of disposition towards it, becomes no argument 
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against tbe truth thereof, nor does it make the detail 
of the statement in its several particulars, unnecessary. 
On the contrary, this very indisposition to what comes 
from God — this very disrelish to what His Spirit 
afifirms, corroborates the doctrine inculcated in this 
passage ; aflfords a most powerful argument for its sup- 
port ; and jnroves the necessity of its being peculiarly 
insisted on. It is useful to enter into the particulars 
of this native helplessness of man, because we find 
many, who, while they admit a general statement of the 
subject, recoil with undisguised horror and aversion 
from the details which such a statement logically in- 
cludes. It is useful to bring them before the view of 
the unconverted ; because, by a dear and scriptural 
exhibition of them, such persons may perceive how 
erroneously they proceed, and with what little sanc- 
tion from the Scriptures, in supposing themselves ca- 
pable of doing what is plainly the expression of spiri- 
tual life ; thus deluding themselves with the notion that 
they are alive from the dead, and not so ^^poor, and 
miserable, and wretched, and blind, and naked," as 
the Word of God describes them to be (Rev. iii. 17). 
It is useful to bring them before the converted ; because, 
when rightly apprehended, they serve to keep them 
abiding in Christ, and to preserve them from 
trusting in an arm of flesh. Men are perpetuaUy 
depending in a greater or less degree, upon their own 
strength and attainments, and the children of God, 
even as others, are liable in this respect to be corrupted 
from the simplicity that is in Christ ; but the remem- 
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Inrance of this troth, in connexion with the Redeemer's 
fubiesSy is calculated to {»*eserve them from ^' making 
shipwreck concerning the faith" (1 Tim. i. 19) ; and 
the consciousness of Jesus' all-suflficiency, in connexion 
with man's utter inability to help or benefit himself in 
things pertaining unto God, is calculated to arouse the 
disciples of the Lord to a more urgent and affectionate 
display of the Gospel of His grace; and to a more 
zealous and unwearied pressing of its high authority 
upon the consideration of their fellow-sinners, since 
Christ is thei^ein revealed as doing, in the sinner's room 
and on his behalf, that which he can never do himsdf 
for the reconcilement of his soul with God. 

My design at present is, to point out some of those 
particulars which make up the idea of man's spiritual 
helplessness. I shall first state what the unconverted 
man can not do : and next, I shall shew wherein the 
spiritual privileges of the regenerate consist — I shall 
state what the children of God can do. 

But, previously to our proceeding to an enumeration 
of the several topics contained under those heads, il 
may be necessary to enquire, what is meant by being 
without Christ, and by having Christ : and I would 
here remind my own soul, and the souls of those whom 
I address, that without Christ standing with the 
preacher, and teaching him, and strengthening him, 
what he preacheth cannot be fully known (2 Tim. iv. 
1 1) ; and I would, under thispersuasion, look up myself, 
and beg those who have access to the throne of grace, 
to look up to Him who sitteth thereon, both for me 
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k main's helplessness^ 

and for themselves^ that he may be pleased to vouch- 
safe a copious effusion of the Spirit of Truth, that our 
consideration of these subjects may be ^ ^ for the better, 
and not for the worse" (1 Cor. xi. 17). 

We learn what it is to be ^* without Christ," by at- 
tending to what Paul says concerning the state of the 
Ephesians in the sight of God, before the Gospel came 
to them, "preaching peace by Jesus Christ" (Eph. , ii. 
11,12); * * Wherefore remember, that ye being in times 
past Gentiles in the flesh*— that at that time ye were 
without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth 
of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of pro- 
mise, havii^ no hope, and without God in the world. " 
— Although they were obviously involved in guilt, their 
ovm consciences testifying against them, by their 
having recourse to propitiatory sacrifices, yet were they 
without a Saviour — they had no ' ' Day s--man" (Job, 
ix. 33) between God and their souls— no one upon 
whom they might roll the burden of their iniquities, 
and in whose Almightiness to save they might take re- 
fuge. They were not reckoned among the subjects of 
Jehovah, but were servants of the "god of this world,'* 
they had no Divine Revelation to guide them into the 
way of peace — they had no hope of eternal life ; and 
although they had what they " called gods many, and 
lords many," (1 Cor. viii. 5) yet being in ignorance 
of Jehovah*s real character as declared by His Son, 
with all their devotion and religious zeal they were in 
His sight '^Atheists" (Aflfo/) in the world. 

The beloved disciple John, in his first Epistle, in- 
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forms us what is meant by ^^ having Christ," and how 
union takes place between him and his people. ' ' This, " 
saith he (1 John, iii, 23, 24), ^^is God's command- 
ment, That we should believe on the name of his Son 
Jesus Christ, and love one another, as He (Jesus) gave 
us commandment, s^nd he that keepeth his command- 
ments'' (those he had just specified, viz. : — believing on 
the Lord Jesus, and losing those that bear his image ; 
he who doeth so) , * ' dwelleth in Him, and He in him. '^ 
Again (chapter iv. 14, 16), ^*and we have seen, and 
do testify, that the Father sent the Son to be the Sa- 
viour of the world:" not to be the Saviour of the 
Jews only (the blessings He communicates not being 
confined to that nation, as they vainly imagined 
that the Divine favour extended not beyond them) ; 
but the Saviour of sinners of all nations, languages, 
and kindreds, and people (Salvation, by the command 
of Jesus, being now to be proclaimed to all the ends of 
the earth, no distinction of nation, or family, or con- 
dition, or circumstance whatsoever, excluding any 
from its beneficent announcement) : the Apostle pro- 
ceeds — '^ whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son 
of God, God dwelleth in Him^ and he in God. '* Again 
(chapter V. 12) ^^ He that hath the Son, hath Ufe, and 
he that hath not the Son of God, hath not life." — He 
that hath the persuasion that Jesus is the Holy One of 
God, and that he finished the work which the Father 
had given him to do, hath life, spiritual life — is made 
' ' a partaker of the Divine nature" — is capable of put- 
ting forth into act the spiritual principle within him \ 
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should experience, and the difficulties they would have 
to encounter, He graciously fiNrewams Ifaem of the 
merciful design of the Father in ordaining them, viz : 
that they should he increasingly fruitful. Judas was 
at this time cut off from their society ; he had left them 
as soon as the Loixl said, ^^ that thou doest, do quickly/' 
and he pronounces of the rest, that they were ** clean, 
hy means of the word which he had spoken unto 
them." They believed his word, and through the 
persuasion of their new mind, they were cleansed 
from all sin : and it was just because Israel had not 
given credit to His Word, as declared by Himself and 
by His Prophets, that they were doomed to be rooted 
up and cast out, as an unfiruitful, unprofitable branch, 
and given over to the anguish of rejection. The source 
of his people's fruitfulness is illustrated ; and the man- 
ner by which their fruitfulness should be maintained, 
is described by the fruitfulness of the branch in con- 
sequence of its union with the parent stock. It is 
evident, that the branch owes its verdure and its fruit, 
not to any thing in itself — for separated firom the vine 
it would wither and die — but to the fruitfulness of the 
stock upon which it grows ; and he applies the figure^ 
^^ I am the vine, ye are the branches : he that abideth 
in me and I in him, the same bringeth forth" — not 
fruit only, but *^ much fruit, for without me ye can do 
nothing. " From these Scriptures it is evident, that 
the ability to do any spiritual service is entirely owing 
to being united with Christ ; that where this union 
exists not, s^nritual service cannot^ be rendered, nor 
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can spiritual Uessings be enjoyed :— that the union is 
omiiQencedand maintained by receiving and retaining 
^^ the record which God hath given of his S(m ;" and 
that whoever possesses the record in demonstration of 
the Spirit, has life, and shews it ; and whoever un- 
derstands it not, and does not consequently possess 
it, has no life of God, and is incapable of doing that 
which manifests its presence in the souL 

And if this impotence characterize the Apostles; if 
it be the condition of the whole Church; if the Laor 
diceans were rebuked for their assumption of inde- 
pendence, and reminded by our Lord Jesus that their 
condition was miserable, and that in Him alone was 
all they needed ; how emphatically is the helplessness 
of those proved, who not only possess not apostdic 
endowments, but are destitute of the very first prin- 
ciples of divine life ? 

Let us now proceed to point out some of the parti- 
culars wherein man's natural helplessness consists :— 
And I observe, in the first place, that he cannot 
voitlioui Christ believe the Gospel. 

No unregenerate man can, by any exercise of his 
intellectual energies, by any force of argument, by any 
vigour of his mind, persuade himself that the Gospel 
is the truth of God. True, he may have an opinion 
ypon that, as upon any other subject ; true, he may 
arrive at a moral certainty respecting the truth of 
matters of mere history, unconnected with doctrine, 
contained in the Word of God ; but of the truth oC 
the Gospel message, he must be ignorant, and reject 
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it as untrue, unless he be taught its real meaning, and 
be convinced of its certainty by demonstration of the 
Spirit of Christ. Does this statement sound in the 
ears of any as harsh and uncharitable, and do such set 
themselves with stubborn severity to dose their hearts 
against it ? My dear friends, permit me to beseech 
your attention ; the subject is v^orthy of all you can 
bestow uponit:— if it be not clearly proved from the 
Word of God, then, and not till then, may you k^i- 
timately disregard it 

The unregenerate man cannot, by any energy of 
his own, nor by any aid from others, persuade himself 
that the Gospel, as {»reached by the Apostles of the Lord 
is true; nor can he persuade himself respecting the 
truth of any common report ; in every case, whether 
the subject be human or divine, the mind is satisBed 
by evidence ; and where evidence is ample and con- 
vincing, faith cannot be withheld. In this case, the 
xxiind is persuaded by evidence of the Spirit, as it is 
written (1 John, v. 6.), ^* the Spirit beareth witness;" 
and the beh'ef of the Church at Corinth is said to have 
arisen from ^^demonstration of the Spirit." A man 
may indeed, by the examination of its internal and 
external evidence, be satisfied as to the genuineness, 
and authenticity, and inspiration of the Scriptures — 
he may be able to defend the Word of God from the 
attacks of Socinians and other Infidels; and from 
tlie treacherous, and unhallowed insinuations of the 
liomanist — but a higher evidence is required for Ijie 
Uluniination and satisfaction of his mind i^especting 
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the import and value of the Goqpd. Mere reAdingoi 
the Word of God will never effect it — mere reasoning 
upon the Word virill never do it — mere preaching v?iU 
never accomplish it — else had the Lord's Ministry 
been more efficient — else had the IxHrd's Ambassadors 
been more successful—- else had it nev» beoi stated, 
virhen recording the result of their preaching upon a 
certain occasion, that ** as many as vrete ordained 
unto eternal life believed '' (Acts, xiii. 48) ; nor again 
had it been v^ritten ^* unto you it is given (ext^pt^in) in 
the behalf of Christ, not cmly to believe aa him, but 
also to suffer for his sake" (PhiL i. 29). 

But vnth the secret purposes of Jehovah we have 
not here to do. Who they are whose names are 
written in the Lamb's book of life, and whose are not, 
is not declared to us. The ministry of the Apostles, 
who authoritatively declared the Lord's message to 
sinners, is to be our guide as to what we must de- 
Uver ; and the v^etchedness of our race supphes us 
with ample materials to work upon. Independently 
then of the hidden designs of God — designs ^wisely 
hidden from man — we are to deal with men as ra- 
tional ^creatures : independently of the primary source 
of their apostacy , we are to persuade them as estranged 
from God ; we are to ^^ set forth Jesus Christ evidently 
crucified before them" (Gal. iii. 1) ; we are to bring 
forward the truth as testified by those ^^ whose eyes 
saw, and ears heard, and hands handled, of the Word 
of Life" (1 John, i. 1) ; but nevertheless, Paul might 
preach, and often did preach in vain ; ApoUos might, 
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and doul)M«88 4id wsd«F ii» vaia; God akoe givei tfe 
increase (1 Cor. iii. 6) : without Christ, nathor can 
Apostles or any other order of Disciples testify ta any 
saving effect, ncs* can their auditors be profited. Does 
not experience daily furnish us with a most melan- 
chdy, yet ccMivincing and satisfactory omunent upon 
the Scripture statement cmnected witia this suljgect. 
Bave the wise, and the learned, and the men of intel- 
lectual habits been invariably enaiUed, by the efforts 
of their genius to persuade their minds respecting the 
truth, that the Son of God, having beomne man, ^^by 
the sacrifice of Himself, hath put away sin ?" (Heb. 
ix. 26). No — but we find the wise— such of them 
as are untaught by the Spirit of God — not only among 
the several denominations of Infidels, but among the 
proSessors of Orthodoxy, rejecting the simple testimony 
of God — closing their eyes against the glory of the 
Gospel — discovering the darkness of their understand* 
ing, and the bhndness of their mind, and manifesting 
their native enmity against God by unbdief. 

It may be asked, whence arises this incapacity to 
brieve? Now, without adverting to the stalMU^ and 
certainty of Jehovah's purposes, which, as respects 
individuals, is confined to his own eternal mind — 
without insisting on the Scriptural axiom — ^^ All 
whom the Father hath given me shall come to me" 
(John, vi. 37) : or the pnnnise — ^^AU thy children 
shall be taught of the Lord" (Isai; liv. 1 3) ; without 
urging the statement — ^ ^ my sheqp hear my voice'' 
[John, X. 27); without aUuding moreover to the 
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alienaticm of mind derived by inheritance from Adam ; 
we shall find an answer to this enquiry, such as comes 
under our immediate cognizance ; and we can assign 
from the word of God a moral reason for this disrelish 
toward the truth, and this inability to believe it — and 
this isall that is necessary in reasoning on the subject. 
Our Lord, indeed, addressing the obstinate Jews, 
accounts for their unbelief, by referring to the secret 
of the everlasting covenant — *^ Ye believe not, became 
ye are not of my sheep" (John, x. 26). And again, 
^' No man can come to me, except the Father which 
hath sent me, draw him" (John, vi. 44). But, up(m 
another occasion, he addresses their experience, and 
assigns the moral cause of their incredulity, declaring, 
*^ye will not come to me that ye might have Ufe" 
(John, V. 40). Yes, firiends, when stating man's 
natural inabUity, let it be well understood, that it is 
not because he wants a moral capacity, but a wDl, that 
he discredits the Gospel ; it is just because there is a 
natural disinclination towards what it states, from its 
opposition to the prejudices and the passions of the 
mind, that it is rejected. ' ^ Men love darkness rather 
than light"— why? "because their deeds are evil" 
(John, iii. 1 9) . Would the objector to the truth, the 
rejector of the Gospd be candid, (and there is a time 
coming, when candour will form a feature in every 
man's character) he would admit that there is a shrink- 
ing of his soul from the Testimony of God, because 
it will not suffer him to make the least addition to th^ 
work of Christ, in order to his acceptance with God j 
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because it puts him on a levd ^ith the most wretched 
outcast of society, in the matter of justificaticm ; and 
leaves the amiable, and the religious, nothing more 
to boast of for the purpose of salvation, than the most 
profligate and profane. ' ' The natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are fool- 
ishness unto him ; neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned" (I Cor. ii. 14). 

One will, say, ^^ admit this particular— yet a man 
can repent, and thus qualify himself for the impartatiou 
of faith." But the next link in the chain of subjects 
which I am desirous to bring before you, denies this 
position, and the Scriptures teach us, that 

An unregenerate man cannot j without- Christ 
repent. 

True, such a person may reform; be may abandon 
that which is disgraceful in the eyes of the world, and 
injurious to his own character, or property, or health 
— the profligate, by the mere exercise of his judgment 
may be satisfied of the detriment which his evil habits 
entail, and magnanimously determine to forsake them, 
and be successful. The outward expression of ungod- 
liness may be restrained or altered, but the state of 
mind as it respects God and his revealed will, is unal- 
terable by any energy of the creature. Now let me 
remark that Repentance, in the book of God, has 
reference to the state of the mind, and simply means 
the change which is produced upon it, by the persuasion 
of the Gospel. If I were to ask the question of many, 
(might I not say, of most?) who profess the religion 
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of the New Testament, and to rtcatd th^ answer as 
to the impcMTt erf repentance^ would it not be defined as 
"a sorrowing for sin," a "hatred of sin," and "a 
resolution to f(Hrsake sin?" aid were I to beguided l^ 
the word of truth, and to pass a jud^ent upon such 
a definition, it would be most solemnly to deny that 
repentance (/uaravo/a) means any such thing. 

In the Bible, this term is used to mark that change 
of mind which takes place as soon as llie. things con- 
cerning the finished work of Jdiovah Jesus, are believed 
to be true. It is not prior to believii^ the Gospd, 
nor is it in any way preparatory thereto — it is not a 
state or habit of mind unto which the sinner must 
attain as a qualification for believing the glad tidings; 
but it is that astonishing revolution in his estimate of 
God — of sin — of the source of real felicity— of this 
world — and of the world to come, which arises from 
an intelligent parcqption of the truth that ^ ^ Christ died 
for the ungodly* (Rom. v. 6. ) 

Accordingly we find our Lord, in His commission 
to the Apostles to bear witness to all things written 
concerning his sufferings and resurrection, command- 
ing that ^ ^ repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached in His name" (Luke xxiv. 47). Not repen- 
tance, as a doctrine distinct from, and independait of 
the remission of sins which is preached through Him ; 
but his words teach us that the very same announce- 
ment, in which is unfolded the sovereign love of God 
for the forgiveness of sins by the obedience unto death 
of Jesus, shall effect, together with the remission of 
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their guilt, a change of mindy that is, Repentance, 
in those who shall believe it 

To the same purpose Peter declared, in the presence 
of the unconverted Jews assembled in the Council, 
that ^^Him," even Jesus, ^^had God exalted with his 
right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give 
repentance to Israel and forgiv^iess of sins" (Acts v. 
31). So that in order to rq>entance there must be a 
persuasion of the Saviour's sufficiency, as a Saviour : 
with which persua»on there is inseparably connected 
the forgiveness of sins. 

It may be admitted thatthijs also is beyond the power 
of theunregenerate; but some one may say, ^^ifaman 
cannot repent or believe of himself, or before he is 
acquainted with the {nreciousness of the Lord's salvation; 
yet surely he can pray to God for the power to do both. " 
This further we daiy , and on the other hand affirm, 
that an unregenerate man cannot pray. 

No man, unacquainted writh the God of the Bible, 
who has declared himself by his Son Jesus Christ, 
(John 1.18) can acceptably worship. True, he may 
recite prayors which are in themselves most scriptural 
and expressive — true, he may join the assemblies of 
God s worshipping peo{de ; he may sit in the congre- 
gation with his spiritual seed ; he may participate in 
their external ordinances ; but be islike the Samaritans, 
of whom it is testified, "they w<H*shipped they knew 
not what" (John, iv. 22) : and this is agreeable both 
to Scripture and reason. 

What saith the word of God upon this subject ? — 
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we read in the Book of Proverbs (xv. 8.) that **the 
sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord ; 
but the {Hrayer of the upright is his delight. " In this 
passage the sacrifice in the former clause is synonimous 
with the prayer in the latter : and to those who are 
acquainted with the phraseology of Scripture, it is 
obvious that the term wicked is but another appellation 
of the unbelieving ; as the tarm upright is equivalent 
to believer. Here, then, is a passage as plain as it is 
strong— as decisive as it is dear— which informs us 
that the unbeliever is incapable of addressing God in 
prayer. But if we look to the 26th verse of this same 
chapter we shall see that the very thoughts of such a 
man are detestable; and if we refer further to the 2 1st 
chapter, 4th verse, we find it declared, not only of his 
religious 9 but even of his civil acts, that they are dis- 
pleasing, — *Hhe ploughing of the wicked is sin.'' If 
then, the imbeliever, even in those matters that relate 
to this life — to the necessary care of his body, is viewed 
as abominable— his deeds being abomination in the 
sight of God — how much more when he presumes, 
unwashed by the blood of Christ, unarrayed in the 
righteousness of Christ, uncalled by the Spirit of Christ 
— to present himself as a worshippw before Him who 
has annoimced that ^Hhey who worship God, must 
worship him in spirit and in truth" (John, iv. 24). 
The Apostle Paul, writing to the Romans, in the 
1 0th chapter, 1 4th verse, argues to the same purpose. 
^ ^ How then shall they call on him in whom they have 
not believed?" The unconverted man calls indeed 
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upon a god in vrhom he believes ; but so long as he is 
ignorant of the true God, who is known to those only 
to whom the Son will reveal him, (Matt. xi. 27} he 
cannot call upon Him. 

Further, in the 1 1th chapter of Hebrews, verse 6, 
the Apostle says, ^^ without faith, it is impossible to 
please him, for he that cometh unto God, must believe 
that he is" — not, must believe that there is a God — 
this all men know, for however some may have the 
hardihood in vvords to deny the existence of a Supreme 
Being, yet is there no such thing as a real atheist in 
the world, except so ^ as a man is unacquainted with 
God manifest in the flesh. The meaning of the Apostle 
is obviously this — he that cometh unto Jehovah must 
believe that Jehovah exists according as He has revealed 
himsdf ; andthatis, as ^ ' the just God, and the Saviour," 
^'just, and justifying him which believeth in Jesus." 
(Isai. xlv. 21 ; Rom. iii. 26.) This view of the real 
character of God is only made known by the obedience 
unto death of Jesus. 

In the 14th diapter of John, 6th verse, Jesus saith, 
" I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no man 
cometh unto the father but by m^/' So long then as 
the sinner remains a stranger to the Lord Christ — so 
long as he disbelieves the record given concerning him^ 
as having finished the work which his Father had given 
him to do — so long is he a stranger to communion with 
the Highest— so long, is he worshipping an unknown 
God — his sacrifice is the sacrifice of fools, and nothing 

2 
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better than the pdlated and abominable rites of heathen 
idolatry. 

It may still be urged, '^ Cannot a man, by his obe- 
dience to the commandments, attract the favourable 
regard of God, so that those powers which relate to 
spiritual things shall be imparted to him?" 

To this the scriptural answer is, Without Christ 
no man can obey God. 

What is the obedience of Scripture — the obedience 
which God requires? Is it not doing the will of God 
from the heart ? And the first of duties commanded to 
the intelligent creati(m of God is, to believe on Him 
whom God hath sent. (John vi. 29 ; 1 John iii. 23.) 
What is the principle which secures the obedience, as 
it is called, of those who discredit the Divine testimony 
— and what is that obedience ? Is not their obedience 
the merely doing that which society and the law of the 
land require; or refraining from that which carries 
along with it disgrace or injury in this life ? And is 
not their principle — expediency, or custom, or educa- 
tion, or natural disposition, separately or together? 
Can a clean thing be brought out of an unclean? 
(Job. xiv. 4. ) Can obedience be rendered by those who 
are children of disobedience —dead in trespasses and 
sins? (Eplj. ii. 1,2.) Surely not. Can a dead man 
perform the functions of animal Ufe ? As readily can 
the unquickened sinner do that which is the expression 
of spiritual Ufe. 

But even had the unregeneratc man (and every im- 
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regenerate man is \¥ithout Christ) the powei* of doing 
the will of God, where is it written that He will give 
him those special benefits as the reward thereof? Is 
it here ? ^ ^ To him that worketh not, but believeth on 
him that justifleth the ungodly^ his faith is counted 
for righteousness" (Rom. iv. 5. J Or here? '*By 
grace are ye saved, through faith ; and that not of your- 
selves : it is the gift of God : not of works" (Eph. ii. 8. ) 
Or here? *'Not by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to his mercy he saved 
us" (Titus, iii. 6. ) 

My dear friends, do these statements appear to you 
to be harsh, cold, and uncharitable? It would be 
easy to speak smooth things — easy do I say? — nay — 
'^ what the Lord saith, that we must speak — to go be- 
yond the commandment of the Lord we dare not — to 
speak either good or evil of our own mind" (Numb, 
xxiv. 13.) Is it harsh, to endeavour with all affection 
to tear the spell of an ungodly, soul-destroying delusion 
from the mind ? Is it cold, to testify in simplicity 
the unadulterated truth of God ? Is it uncharitable, 
to demonstrate to those who are ready to perish, and 
incapable of helping themselves, their real condition? 
And shall I be esteemed an ^' enemy, because I tell 
you the truth" (Gal. iv. 16.) 

Do these statements sound strange in your ears? 
They ought not. The body of which you call your- 
selves members, professes, in the Ninth Article, to 
believe, that ' ' every man is very far gone (quam lon- 
gissim^) from original righteousness, and is, of his 

2* 
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awn nature inclined to evil, so that the flesh lusteth 
always contrary to the sjHrit." And in the Tenth, 
^^ The condition of man after the fall of Adam is such, 
that he cannot turn and prepare himself, by his own 
natun^ strength and good works, to faith and calling 
(invocaticHiem) upon God** etc. And again, in the 
Thirteenth, ^' Woi^ dcme before the grace of Christ, 
and the inspiration of his Spirit, are not pleasant to 
God, forasmuch as they spring not of faith in Jesw 
Christ, neither do they make men meet to receive 
grace — yea rather, for that they are not done as God 
hath willed and commanded them to be dcme, we doubt 
not but they have the nature of sin. " These are the 
sdemn and deliberate sentiments of the Church of 
England ; and give me leave to say, she acknowledges 
not any as members of her body, who do not firmly 
believe them. But the Scriptures go further, and deny 
that any man is a Christian who is not governed by 
a conscientious persuasion that they are true ! 

This is a dismal picture ; but God hath sent a glo- 
rious light from heaven to dissipate the gloom — he 
hatii announced glad tidings to mankind, thus natuirally 
helpless ; he hath laid help upon one that is mighty 
and able to save ; — he hath declared his love to sinners, 
*<even when they were dead in sins'' fEpb. ii. 4, 6;) 
the kindness and divine philanthropy have appeared in 
God's giving ^ ^ his only-begotten S(m; that whosoever 
believeth in him might not perish, but have eternal 
life. " The woM of God has proclaimed a Saviour for 
the helpless — JESUS! who ^*came into the world to 
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save sinners'' — \¥bo '^ hath reconciled his people unto 
God hy his blood;" and ^^ hath obtained/' by his obe- 
dience unto death in their behalf, ^ ' eternal redemption 
for them." — ^^He hath magnified the law for them, 
and made it honorable/' having performed everything 
which it required, in the way of doing ; and having 
endured every thing it denounced, in the way of sufler- 
ing. And now is the word of his salvation to be pro- 
mulgated; and all men are to be directed to that 
testimony which bears witness of the all-sufficiency of 
his work — the perfect complacency of Jehovah in his 
righteousness : and his appointed witnesses the Apostles 
declare, as He himself declared, and as his Prophets 
before declared, toman, fallen, polluted, helpless, dead 
in trespasses and sins, incapable of spiritual act or 
affection — full, free, everlasting, unconditional, 
forgiveness of sins ! ! My firiends, whoever is given to 
believe that their testiniony is true, ' ' is passed from 
death unto Ufe" (John, v. 24;) ^^ from darkness to 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God" (Acts, 
xxvi. 18;) such '' shall never perish," saith the Lord, 
' ' neither shall any pluck them out of my hand" (John, 
X. 28.) 

What a brilliant prospect opens here! Before the 
Spirit of truth — '*Lo! the vnnter is past — the rain is 
over and gone — the flowers appear on the earth — the 
time of singing is come — the fig-tree putteth forth her 
green figs, and the vines with the tender grape give a 
good smell" (Solomon s Song, ii. 1 1 , 1 2, 1 3. ) A new 
(;reation springs forth under the hand of God; and 
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they who in their imre^eneracy were neither able to 
believe y repent, worship , or please Him, being persuaded 
by demonstration of the Spirit that the Gospel is the 
truth of God, experience a power to which they were 
strangers before ; and their subsequent history is the 
developement of faith and of the new mind, in the way 
of prayer and of obedience. 

These are the spiritual privil^es of the Lord's 
redeemed — this honour have all his saints — ^these 
things can tlieydo. 

II. They can believe, for " unto them is given in 
the behalf of Christ, to believe wpon his name" (Phil, 
i. 29,) — They can repent; for in the inteUigent per- 
ception of Christ crucified for the sins of the ungodly, 
their minds are necessarily changed, and Jesus stands 
forth to their view in a new light — the character of 
God is revealed in a new light — sin is exhibited in a 
new light —their own character is manifested in a new 
light — a new light is shed upon the things of time — 
and the eternal world is disclosed in its blessedness 
and glory, in a light altogether new. ^^ Behold all 
things are become new'* — by the energy of the Eternal 
Spirit, they are made new creatures, with new minds, 
and hearts, and spirits — with new hopes and desires 
— new pleasures and occupations — a new relationship 
is formed between God and the soul ; access imto the 
throne of grace having been opened by a new and 
living way (2 Cor. v. 17; Rom. xii. 2; Ezek. xxxvi. 
26; Col. i. 23, 27; 1 Pet. i. 8; Rom. xv. 13; Heb. 
ix» 14; 1 Johniii. 1 ; Heb. x. 19, 20.) 
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They can pray. It is written concerning those 
who believe the Gospel, that unto them is given tlie 
privilege to become the sons of God (Johni. 12;) 
'^ and because they are sons, God sends forth the 
Spirit of his Son into their hearts, crying Abba Father; 
the Spirit also bearing witness with their spirits that 
they are the children of God " (Gal. iv. 6 ; Rom. viii. 
16.) Who but the children of the Highest can un- 
derstand, much less appreciate, the unspeakable privi- 
lege of ^ ^ coming boldly unto the throne of ypce, to 
find mercy, and grace to help in time of need " (Heb^ 
iv. 16.) Who but they who have enjoyed it can 
describe or estimate the blessedness of having the ear 
of the Onmiscient and Almighty ever open to their 
prayers : and who that has ever been permitted to en- 
ter into his presence, and has tasted that he is gracious, 
but feels the truth expressed in these lines : — 

** Prayer was appointed to convey 
The blessings God designs to give ; 

And with full conviction of soul acknowledges the 
rule laid down in those which follow, 

Long as they live should Christians pray, 
For only while they pray, they live." 

Ashislifeisa life of faith, so is it of prayer -in pub- 
lic and in private, it is his ruling habit — in the Churchy 
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in the social circle of his brethren in Christ — in the 
faunily, and in the secrecy of his solitude — ^yea, and in 
the world, he who has recdved the new mind in believ- 
ing the Gospel prays always. As it is the habit of 
the soul rather than the expression of words, times or 
circumstances do not prevent its exercise. He can 
pray— blessed, Uessed Uberty ! for more of this 
spirit ! by which the child of God is familiarized with 
things wisem — by which the arm of Jehovah is made 
bare for bis defence — ^and by which, safety inhis co&r 
flict vrith sin is secured. 

They can walk in the way of obedience. "The 
love of Christ constrains them to Uve not unto them- 
^ves, but unto Him who died f(Nr them, and rose 
again" (2 Cor. v. 14.)" Having been "made will- 
ing in the day of His power," (Psalm ex. S) and 
having been endued with a principle of attachment, 
they endeavour to ascertain the will of God, and having 
ascertained it, do it. What does experience testify 
respecting them? Who are the self-denying, con- 
scientious, simple-minded, active "doers of the word," 
but they who are persuaded of the truth of the Gospel 
— but they who know, by the Spirit's teaching, that 
there is full, perfect, imconditional redemption, in the 
finished work of Jesus, for the chief of sinners? Who, 
on the other hand, are the self-willed, the compro- 
mising, the careless, and the formal,* but those who, 
being ignorant of Christ, of God, and of themselves, 
despise the glad tidings testified by the Lord's chosen 
witnesses, and " go about to establish a righteousness 
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of their o^m, not submitting themadves unto the 
righteousness of God?" (Rom. z. S.) 

There may be some of God's little ones present, who 
are ready to say, ^^ I cannot pray : -^when I bow my 
knee before God, and would lay open my heart in hit 
presence, I find it impossible to speak, to feel; a 
weight is upon my mind ; my spirit is overwhelmed ; 
my heart is cold, stubborn, liMess — ^why is this?** 

If your coldness arise not from bodily causes, or 
from indulging in that which your conscience con- 
demns, it may be that your expectaticm of being heard 
arises from yaur confidence of being a child of God, 
and not from the present persuasion of your mind, of 
the value of the atonement. Ypu approach Grod in 
your own person rather than in the person of yomr 
High Priest Jesus ; and i^o wonder that you shouk) 
not enjoy lib^y and acce33 with confidence. In such 
a case, and it is one ip which the Christian is fre* 
quently placed, let the mind revolve the record of Jesus* 
love, and go over his marvellous history, and view his 
manifold sufferings and humiliation, for the benefit of 
his church, and it will, for the mo^t part, happen to 
you, as it has frequently happened to others, that the 
fire will kindle— your heart will bu^ vrithin you; it 
YO^ regain its dasticity ; tb^ v^eight will be shaken off; 
yplir mouth wil) be opened, your tongue will be loosed, 
and the voice of praise and thanksgiving vritt ascend to 
Hiap, wbWA ]th?n yw c?^, with 9 depth of feeling un- 

Agib, wfm preQfons soul inay sj^y, ''AAa^! lean-- 
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not enjoy the word, which I am satisfied contains all 
that I desire to possess, in time and in eternity. When 
I sit down to the perusal of it, it is a dead letter to 
me : I read it again and again, and I receive no profit : 
my soul rises from the study of it and is in darkness : 
1 look in it for food, and my spirit is unsatisfied. Oh ! 
why, why is this?" Perhaps you come to the Scriptures 
satisfied that .you have abready obtained such know- 
ledge as will enable you to understand what you read : 
you come depending upon your attainments^ and not 
upon Christ as your Prophet. — You forget that '*he 
who thinketh he knoweth any thing," so as to be in- 
dependent of Divine teaching, ^^ knoweth nothing yet 
as he ought to know." (1 Cor.viii. 2.) Take Christ 
with you as your Teacher ; sit at his feet ; learn of 
him ; look for more of him ; read with less reference 
to self, and with your eye fixed always upon liis cha- 
racter and work; and light will be poured in upon 
your mind ; the word will be a lamp to your path, 
and nourishment to your soul. 

Or perhaps you have contracted that habit, than 
which nothing is more injurious, or more demon- 
strative of a depraved state of the spiritual appetite — 
I mean the practice of spiritualizing all you read, and 
being dissatisfied Unless you can with facility do so. 
This is a habit to which yoimg Christians are too fre- 
quently addicted ; and give me leave to say, there is 
nothing more calculated to blind the mind to the glory 
and import of what has been revealed. The attention 
is turned from the testimony of the Spirit ; and the 
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"word is made to convey a meaning utterly diverse 
from the mind of him who hath spoken ; and thus 
not only those passages which are evidently figurative, 
and which require a spiritual interpretation, but 
every precept, every exhortation, every narrative, and 
every statement is made to speak a language different 
from its obvious meaning, to the misleading of the 
reader, and to the marring the beauty and the glory of 
the word. 

My brethren, this ought not so to be. The Spirit 
of God has conveyed his mind in the best language ; 
and to understand what his mind is, we must take 
his words, generally, in their plain grammatical sense ; 
and thus the greater confidence will be begotten in 
what is revealed ; the fulfilment of prophecy will be 
looked for with faith and with patience ; divine pre- 
cepts will be received as the directions of God, for 
plain, and positive, and present purposes; the soul 
will be healthy, by feeding upon wholesome nutriment ; 
and darkness and doubtfulness yn\l less embarrass it. 

There may be some of the family of God who are 
inclined to complain that they cannot resist tempta- 
tions — that notwithstanding all their watchfulness and 
care, they find when temptation cometh— as the 
mountain torrent sweeps impetuously along whatever 
it encounters in its course — so are they hurried away 
fipom what they love, as it were powerless of resistance. 
Now why is this the case? My beloved, it is because 
ye take not Christ for your King — because you forget 
his presence and his power. Were a loyal subject to 
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be solicited, in the pre$enoe of the sovereign wfacon he 
loves, and in \^hose power he has confidence^ by the 
monarch of another realm, or by his agents, to prove 
unfaithful to his king, and to rebel against his govern- 
ment ; would his solicitation, think ye, be successful ? 
Nay ; the presence of his own sovereign, and the con- 
fidence he reposed in him, would cause him to spurn 
the proposition virith disdain, and to kindle up afresh 
his loyalty and love.^ So when the god of this world 
would entice the subjects of the Lord Christ firom their 
allegiance to him whom their souls love, if they were 
persuaded of his omnipotence — if they remembered 
with confidence his faithfulness, and his promises, 
cpuld they be overcome ? No ; they would be * * more 
than conquerors, through him who loves them." 
(Rom. viii. 37. ) 

In your daily walk, therefore, remember, my be- 
loved brethren, ^* partakers of the heavenly calling" 
(Heb. iii. I,) to keep Christin the view of your mind, 
as your great High Priest ^ who not only has offered 
the sacrifice by which you are accepted ; but * ^ who 
ever liveth to make intercession for you" (Heb. vii. 
25.) Consider him as your Prophet, whose Spirit 
he has promised to his Church, ' ^ to guide it into all 
truth" (John, xvi. 13;) and as your King, under 
whose banner of love you are made always to triumph ; 
and you will *^go upon your course rejoicing;" you 
wOX ' ' adorn the doctrine of God your Saviour in all 
things;" you will ^' glorify your God, who hath pur- 
chased you with the precious blood of Christ, in your 
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bodies, and in your spirits, which are his" (Acts, 
viii. 87, 39; Titus, ii. 10; 1 Cor. vi. 20.) 

To those who are in their natural helplessness, say I 
— yet not I, but the Lord — though you be pocnr, and 
miserable, and wretched, and blind, and naked, yet 
beUeve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and ye shall he saved, 
even as any who hdve been saved. The Lord Jesus, 
the Soil of the Highest, hath ' ' made peace for anners, 
by the blood of his cross" (Eph. ii. 16; Col. i. 20;) 
he hath for ever ' ' put away sin by the sacrifice of 
himself" (Heb. ix. 26;) ^^he died for the ungodly" 
(Rom. V. 6;) he came **to seek and to save that 
which was lost" (Luke, xix. 10.) ** You have de- 
stroyed yourselves, but in him is help" found (Hos. 
xiii. 9 ;) ^^he is able to save to the uttermost all who 
come unto God by him" (Heb. vii. 25 ;) and he hath 
proclaimed to all who are in your condition, to ^ ' look 
unto him, and be saved" (Isai. xlv. 22;) promising, 
that ^^ him who cometh unto him, he will in no wise 
cast out" (John, vi. 37.) 

In conclusion, I would implore you, vnth all ear- 
nestness, and affection, and anxiety of soul — to exa- 
mine the record of God s will, and see whether these 
things be so ; to peruse it with attention and perse- 
verance — and it may be, while you are so occupied 
— a flood of Divine light shall b« poured in upon your 
mind — the glory and thepredousnessof the Saviours 
person, and of his finished work, shall be made ma- 
nifest—the covenant of redeeming love shall be un-^ 
folded, in its fulness of imconditional mercie3 — out of 
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weakness you shall be made strong — and being made 
a partaker of the Divine nature, (God giving you, by 
faith, a change of mind to the acknov^ledgment of the 
truth,) you shall have liberty of access to the throne 
of grace, and shall walk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit. God grant, for the adorable Inunanuel's 
sake, that the reading of the Sacred Volume may be 
instrumental to the communicating these blessings to 
your souls. Amen. Amen. 
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^' Jesus answered afid said unto him^ Verily^ verily ^ I say 
unto thee, Ea^cept a man he lorn again, he cannot see the 
kingdom ofGody 

JOHH|III. 3. 



However lightly this saying may be esteemed — how- 
ever carelessly it may be heard — however negligently 
it may be slurred over in reading — and however the 
mind may be satisfied to rest in ignorance of its real 
meaning, and take no pains to discover it, because it 
is figurative ; yet if the speaker be, as he truly is, ^' the 
Faithful Witness**— if this book be the record which 
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God hath given of his Son — this his testimony ^lall be 
verified to every soul of man, in the day when that 
which binds mortality to earth shall be dissolved ; and 
it shall be illustriously displayed as the truth of God, 
when Jesus comes to take possession of his everlasting 
kingdcxn, and to reign with his r^enerated people, 
far ever and ever. 

It is not, my dear friends, the being bom in con- 
nexion with a church, however scripturally constituted 
— it is not the being providentially placed under the 
hearing of the Divine word — it is not the having the 
truth as it is in Jesus, in simplicity set before your 
minds — it is not the being able accurately to distinguish 
the relation which the several parts of Scripture bear to 
one another^-— it is not the being satisfied that those 
doctrines which are as '* the wells of salvation," and 
minister grace to the £suthful, have really place in the 
Bible, and harmonize divinely together, which singly 
or collectively constitute a man a subject of Christ's 
spiritual kingdom here on earth ; or which vnll even- 
tually confer the privilege of joining ^^ the general as- 
sembly and diurch of the first-bom, and the spirits of 
justified men made perfect." (Heb. xii. 23.) Our 
blessed Master forewarned his disciples, that in his 
kingdom, as far as it is outwardly constituted, there 
are, and will be to the end, ** tares" among the 
" wheat," or false among true pi^fessors — that the^ 
will be tBose who call him *'Lord, Lord," who shtifl 
not be enrolled among his spiritual subjects; unto 
whom he will profess, in his day, (howevel: they might 
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have imagined that diey ministei^ fo his g^ory,) thathe 
never knew them; and to whom he will jNronowice that 
astomiding sentence of eternal banishment, ^' Depart 
from me, ye that work iniquity." (Matt. vii. 21 , 23.) 

My dear ficiends, it is greatly to be feared— alas! it 
is too manifest, that, in this day of loud and confident 
profession, when the being associated in external fel- 
lowship with Christians of known and acknowledged 
sincerity, is so often mistaken for ^^ fellowship with 
the Father, and with his son Jesus Christ," (1 John, 
i. 2) multitixles are thus attached to the churches of 
the saints, who like Simon Magus, in external feUow- 
ship with the church at Samaria, ^^have neither part 
n(x lot in the matter" (Acts, viii. 21) to whom were 
we faithfully, and pointedly, and personally to ad- 
dress the emphatic language of the text, would laugh 
us to scorn : and perhaps there is nothing which con- 
duces more to deceive men, or serves more (humanly 
speaking) to keep them bUnd to the vast importance of 
this subject, and strangers to the blessings connected 
with genuine discipleship, than the suj^position, un- 
scripturally founded, that they are already bom again 
— already made children of God — and that they are 
already heirs of the kingdom of heavai ; at the same 
time that they are enemies of God's glory, ignorant of 
bis character, and dead in trespasses and sins. 

Permit me to entreat your patient and serious at- 
tention to what I shall be enabled to state from this 
passage, in which, with all the authority and decision 
of Hin^ in whose hands were the destinies of men, 

3 
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and whose was ^Ube kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory/' Jesus reiterates the sdemn aflBrmation, 
^^ Verily, verily, I say unto thee. Except a man be bem 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.^ 

I shall endeavour to be vory plain, and to qpeak 
as the oracles of God ; to which, and not to the 
fallible opinions of man, I desire to bow ; with which, 
if the words you hear from this fiatce agree — if being 
ifiskced in the balance of the sanctuary, they be 
found ftill weight; then, uprai the credit of that 
anthmrity, and of that only^ may they be received : 
whereas, if being weighed, they be found wanting — 
if they savour of the mind of man, and not of God, 
I trust that Jehovah will vindicate his own truth, 
and demonstrate the error. 

Let us consider, 

I. The meaning of the phrase ^^ bom again/' 

The language is evidently figurative, but yet, not 
the less intelligible upon that accoimt. It was our 
Lord's common habit to address the multitudes in 
parables — to take occasion from surrounding objects 
to inculcate the great truths which he came to esta- 
blish, and by the use of figures with which they were fa- 
miliar, to illustrate the nature and the privileges of 
his kingdom. This mode of instruction, even had it 
not the sanction of his adopting it, possesses evident 
advantages. The figures constantly recurring to our 
observation, serve to convey the mind of him who 
uses them when the words in which the instruction had 
been delivered have been forgotten or have lost their 
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original significaticm ; and thus, external sensible ob- 
jects with which we are daily conversant being ap- 
plied to the elucidation of purely spiritual subjects, 
are calculated to be perpetual witnesses to the great 
truths of Christianity. It serves the purpose of those 
who would fain make excuse for casting contempt 
upon the book of God, and for excluding the 
unlearned from perusing it, and also of those who 
would excuse their habitual n^lect of it, to re- 
present the Bible as hard to be understood, because 
there is so much of what is figurative in its language. 
But are those images which we find in the New Tes- 
tament difficult to be apprehended, or are they such 
as require the education and mind of the scholar cor- 
rectly to apply ? Is the image of the shepherd in search 
of his lost sheep, more obscure to the peasant than to 
the philosopher? Or, is that of the woman sweeping 
her house in search of the lost piece of silver less 
plain to the comprehension of the cottager than to 
the mind of him who inhabits a palace? My dear 
friends, the meaning of the Scriptures, so far as 
concerns the salvation of the soul, is so clear that 
''he may run that readeth;" and is attested by the 
Holy Ghost as ''able to make men wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus " ( 2 Tim. iii. 
15.) Let not the devil or man cheat you of the pri- 
vilege of rational creatures, to read and examine for 
yourselves, the revelation which, charged with benefits 
so vast, and blessings so stupendous, the God of hea- 
ven has vouchsafed to fallen man. 

3* 
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But to return— the phrase '^ bom again'' is hi^ly 
expressive of the wonderful change which must take 
{dace in every man,-»whatever be his habits, his dispo- 
sition, his attainments, his knowledge, or his talents 
— whether he be high or low, rich or poor, mcmarch 
or subject — whether he be amiable or abandoned ; an 
ornament or a pest of society ; before he can perceite or 
know the nature and excellency of ChrUfs spiritual 
kingdom^ or enter upon the enjoyment of its amazing 
privileges. It is equivalent to another statement of 
the Lord Jesus, (indeed it is the same image in ano- 
ther form,} upon the same subject — *^ Except ye be 
converted, and become as Uttle children, ye shall not 
enter into the kingdcnn of heaven. " (Matt, xviii. 3. ) 
And to, that where he says, '^ Suffer little children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of such 
is the kingdom of heaven." (Matt. xix. 14.) So 
mighty is the change, that if a body were reduced to 
its original clay, and another body constructed there- 
from, the latter would not be more different from 
the former than the man who is ^'bom again" of the 
Sprit of God through belief of the Gospel, is a diffe- 
rent oreature from what he was before. It would 
be easy, and perhaps not uninteresting, to exa- 
mine how strikingly this obvious figure illustrates the 
newness of apprehension, of enjoyment, of occupa- 
tion, of sustenance, of knowledge, of hope, of fear, 
etc. which characterizes the regenerated, who are said 
lo be brought out of darkness into light — to be nou- 
rished with the sincere mijk of the word — to be 
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renewed in knowledge, etc. I merely suggest these 
particulars, that at your leisure you may pursue the 
analogy more at large. 

The meaning then of the phrase is evident : a change 
which must take place in a man s mind and spirit, 
before he can understand the nature, or be alive to the 
glory, of Christ's spiritual kingdom ; and previously 
to his enjoying any of the privileges by which its sub- 
jects are distinguislied. Let us consider, 

II. The reasonableness of this declaration. 

It ought to satisfy us, that Jesus, whose nature, as 
well as name, is Ttuth, hath spoken it; and so it 
would, if we were not ^^ enemies in our minds by 
wicked works. " (CoL.i. 21.) With blind temerity, 
man, whose understanding is depraved as weU as finite, 
challenges a reason for the declarations which the in- 
finite Jehovah makes, and gives occasion for increased 
admiration of the condescension and love of God, 
when we find him stooping to reason with the crea- 
ture, and deigning to furnish the grounds upon which 
the necessity rested for his several messages and dispen* 
sations. 

The reasonableness of the declaration in the text 

1 . Is implied in those passages of scripture which 
treat of the condition of fallen man. 

In speaking of him before the fall, the word of God 
represents man as invested with innocence aiyl happi- 
ness; and in the knowledge of Jehovah's character, 
by Jehovah himself pronounced to be * ^ very good. " 

In speaking of him after, the language of the in* 
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q>ired volume describes man as utterly destitute of the 
very shadove of innocence— seeking and deriving all 
his enjoyments from created things — ignorant of the 
true God — and wholly corrupt. When describing the 
seat of the affections, ( the hearty ) the scripture says, 
" The heart deceitful above all things, and despe- 
rately wicked, who can know it?" (Jer. xii, 9.) And 
again, *^ Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, mur- 
ders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false vntness,. 
blasphemies : these are the things which defile a man." 
(Matt. XV. 19, 20.) Speaking oithe understandings 
its language is, ^^ There is none that understandeth, 
there is none that seeketh after God." (Rom. iii. II.) 
**Having the understanding darkened, being alienated 
from the life of God through the ignorance that is in 
them, because of the blindness of their heart." (Eph. 
iv. 18.) In reference to tlie mind, including thewill, 
we read in the word of God, " The carnal (or un- 
regenerate) mind is enmity against God, it is not 
subject unto the law of God, neither indeed can be. " 
(Rom. viii. 7.) And concerning the thoughts of the 
natural man, the strong and unqualified language of 
inspiration is, ^^ Every imagination of the thoughts of 
his heart, are only evil continually," yea, " even from 
his youth." (Gen. vi. 5; viii. 21.) His whole 
character is thus described by the Apostle Paul, * * There 
is none that seeketh after God, they are all gone out of 
the way, they are together become unprofitable : there 
is none that doeth good, no, not one. Their throat is 
an open sepulchre, with their tongues they have used 
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deceit, the poison of asps is under their lips : ivhose 
mouth is full of cursing and bitterness : their feet are 
swift to shed blood : destruction and misery are in 
their ways : and the way of peace have they not 
known : there is no fear of God before their eyes : 
There is ko difference, for all have sinned and omie 
shortofthe glory ofGod."(Rom.iii. 10-^18, 22,23.) 

Such is man as he is viewed from keaven-^hehM 
him represented, nofc/in the flattering dress in which 
his Sdlow man would array him, but in his own na- 
tive wretchedness^ ^^ miserable, poor, blind, and nar- 
ked" — viewhimasan ignorant^ unrighteous, deceitful, 
and desperately wicked enemy against God ; and say 
does he not need to be bom again ; does he not require 
a total change of mind? You will say, he does; and 
at the same time you may be perhaps endeavouring to 
fix the character upon others, forgetting that the word 
of God says not this man or that man, but every 
man ; you, whose character is hi^ for honesty and in- 
tegrity, as well as he who is notorious for dishonesty 
and deceit — you who are kind and gentle, and forgiv- 
ing, as well as he who is savage, implacable, unmer- 
ciful, you must be born again, (ocv»6tv firom above) 
— must be changed in Ae spirit of your mind, before 
you can see the nature, or enter into the privileges of 
the Idngdom of God. 

The reasonableness of the Lord's declaration in the 
tesA is further vindicated, and the necessity for this 
<^bai^ is further proved, 
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2. By reference to those passages wherein this 
change is the subject of promise. 

Whan 0ian presented such aii unseemly spectacle 
to the pure eye of God as his character, drawn by the 
SfHrit, exhibits, his (generation to a diaracter corre&- 
fiooding to the mind of Jehovah became as necessary 
a part of the plan of graced as his forgiveness. There- 
fore provision was made for this also in the 
counsels of heaven. ^ ^ I will pour wat^ upon him 
ijbat 16 thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground; I 
will pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing 
upon thine ofispring; and they shall spring up as 
among the grass; as willows by the water-courses* 
.One shall say, I am the Lord's; and another shall c^U 
himsdf by the name x){ Jacob ; and another shall sub- 
scribe with his hand unto the Lord, and surname himsdif 
by the name of Israel." (Isai. xliv. 3, 4, 5.) Under 
this image of a parched and unfruitful country, the 
church at large, in its unregenerate stab^^ as wdl as 
apostate Israel, is described, destitute of the benign m- 
iluence of the Spirit of Christ, unlovdy and unpro- 
fitable ; and the purpose of Jehovah, as touching its 
recovery to usefulness, and beauty, and honour, is 
declared in the promise of a sui^ly of those blessings, 
by the exhibition of which alone its restoration can be 
ascertained. 

Again, under the promise of good to the people of 
Israel, when carried away captive into the land o{$be 
Chaldeans, the regeneration of the Lord s people at 
large is typified—'' I will set mine eyes upon them 
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for good," ^^ and I will give them an heart to know 
me, that I am the Lord ; and they s/uUl be my people, 
and 1 ivcii be their God, ior they shall retmm mito me 
with their whole heart." (Jer. xxiv. 6, 7.J And 
again, (Jer. xxsi. 38, 34) — ^^ I will put my law in 
their inward parts, and write it in their hearts ; and 
will be their God, and they thall be my people. And 
they shall teach no more every man his neighbomr, and 
every man his brother, sayii^. Know the Lord : for 
they shall all know me, firom the least of them mito 
the greatest of them, saith the L<Nrd : far I will 
forgive their iniquity^ and I will remember their 
sin no more. " Moreover, in the book of the prophet 
Ezekiel, the regeneration of God's children is contained 
in the promise of the regeneration of his people Israd ; 
and the restoration to the spiritual blessings of tbe 
kingdom of Messiah, of those who are included in the 
covenant of grace, is contained in the promise of the 
restoration of the people of the Jews to their own land, 
renewed like the garden of Eden. ^'Thenwill I sprinkle 
dean wata* upon you, and you shall be clean : from 
all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I deanse 
yojU. A new heart also will I give you, and a new 
spirit will I put within you : and I will take away 
tiie stony heart out ai your flesh. And 1 will put 
my Spirit within you, apd cause you to walk in my 
statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments and do them. 
Then shall ye nemember your own evil ways, and your 
doifigs that were jiot good, and shall loathe yourselves 
in your own sight Uxf your iniquities and for your abo- 
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minations. — Not for your sakes'dol this, saith the Lord 
God, be it known unto you : be ashamed and con- 
founded for your own ways, house of IsraeL " (Ezek. 
xxxvi, 25,26, 27, 81,52.) 

In these passages the people of Grod are promised 
to be ^^ made meet for the inheritance of the saints in 
light," (Col. i, 12) for which, by nature, they were 
as unfit as others ; and the nature of that meetness is 
shewn to consist in having their sins gratuitously par- 
doned — in receiving, through the belief of this forgive- 
ness, a direction to the several faculties of the soul, 
suited to the high and glorious ends for which they are 
^ ^ delivered from the power of darkness, and translated 
into the kingdom of God s dear Son" (Col. i. 18.) If 
mankind,then,be represented as universally '^CGmxpt ;" 
^^ alienated from the life of God ;" and ignorant of his 
real character ; with affections basely and exclusively 
fixed upon the things of time and sense ; ^ ^ worship- 
ping and serving the creature more than the Creator," 
(Rom. i. 25) and ^^ having no fear of God;" (Rom. 
iii. 18) and if it be impossible that a creature so con- 
stituted could know the excellence, or enjoy the bles- 
sedness , of the kingdom of God, which is ^^ not of this 
world" (John xviii. 36;) — if it be affirmed, moreover, 
in the Divine word, that they who are to be avouched 
as the chosen of Jehovah ; as having been loved firom 
everlasting ; and who are to ^' inherit the kingdom 
prq[)ared for his little flock from the foundation of the 
world" (Mat. xxv. 34;Luke vii. 32;)— If, of them, I 
say, it be affirmed, that ^^ their sins and iniquities shall 
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be remembered no more*' — and that, upon that founda- 
tion , they shall be built up, ' * meet for the Master's use, " 
(2 Tim. ii. 21) with affections, directed towards ob- 
jects which NEVER interested them before; with loath- 
ing of themselves for abominations^ which they could 
not have conceived possible to be accounted abomi- 
nable, before; with enjoyments, derived /r(?m 5(7r/r(:^5 
which NEVER ministered pleasure before; and vnth 
hopesof eternal life, from works ^ not their own^ which 
NEVER EXCLUSIVELY gavc them hope before — is not the 
necessity of the mighty change mentioned in the text, 
made manifest, since God is the God of truth ; and 
this change is the subject of his gracious promises? 

Once more, the reasonableness of our Lord's decla- 
ration is established, and the necessity of this change 
evinced, 

3. By considering the nature of the kingdom of 
God^ as contrasted with the world in general. 

Were the kingdom of God presented to our view as 
the New Jerusalem was shewn to the beloved disciple in 
the Apocalypse, we should discover its sacred designation 
in characters which could not be mistaken, and to the 
children of men its distinguishing inscription would 
be, **My kingdom is not of this world." Within, 
upon a throne of grace, we should behold Jesus ; and 
" on his head many crowns. " (Rev. xix. 12.) Before 
him, and around him, would be seen his people, ^ ^ made 
willing" by his Spirit's energy, " in the day when the 
Gospdcamein power," *' as the word of God, and not 
of man." Their occupation, as his people, would be 
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found to be regulated by the laws of his kingdom, their 
bodies, souls, and spirits, being set apart for the ma- 
nifestation of bis glory. In other words, Christ's king- 
dom is a society of those, who ^^ being bom again of 
the Spirit," consider it their highest privilege and chief- 
est joy, to ^ ^glorify God in their bodies and m their spi- 
rits, which are his;" (1. Cor. vi. 20.) To them **Christ 
is all in all ;" (Col. iii. 11) they are not, as a body, 
renowned for their splendour, or remarkable for their 
numbers — but low, and mean, and few, in the eyes 
of men, they pursue the invisible realities of the world 
to come, ** through evil report and good report.** 
(2 Cor. vi. 8. ) They possess the high honour of a spi- 
ritual intercourse with the Father of spirits, through 
their great High Priest, ^ ^ who is made unto them, of 
God, wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, 
and redemption." (1 Cor. i. 30.) They *^havefd- 
lowship one with another," (I Johni. 7) ** being knit 
together in love," (Col. ii. 2) ** in honour preferring 
one another, " (Rom. xii. 10)^ ^seeking not their own, 
but every one his brother's benefit." (I Cor. x. 24.) 
* * They are not of the world, " as the kingdoin to which 
they belong is not of the world, and therefore the world 
hateth them. (John xvii. 14.) They have no good- 
ness of their own — they possess no worthiness of their 
own — they are, in themselves as vile and polluted as 
other men; but their eyes have been opened— they 
have beheld Jesus ' ' laying down his life for his sheep ; " 
(John X. 1 1) that is, they have been given to believe 
that what the apostles testify is true, when they exhibit 
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in their record, Jesui crucified for the sins of the un- 
godly. They have given credit to the joyous declara- 
tion, ^ ^ that the blood of Christ deanseth from all sin ;" 
(1 John. i. 7) and they are ** filled with joy and peace 
in believing:" (Rom. xv. 13) their minds are changed 
— they know 9 upon the authority of God, that "there 
is no condemnation for them who are in Christ Jesus" 
(Rom. viii. 1) — they ''know that God hath given 
unto them eternal life, and this life is in his Son" 
(1 John, V. 11) they knoxo that "they shall never 
perish," (John, x. 28) for God, who is their God, hath 
promised "never to leave nor to forsake them ;" (Heb. 
xiii. 5) but hath undertaken to ^^keq) them by his 
mighty power, through faith unto salvation." ( 1 Pet 
i. 5.) They know this — and they are encouraged, 
amid all the sin and vnckedness of their evil hearts, to 
* ' go upon their way rejoicing. " (Acts viii. 89. ) They 
do rejoice, not in their sins, not in themselves ; but in 
the cross of Christ, by which they evermore obtain 
victory over sin, and are carried, from time to time, 
invulnerable, through all the fiery darts of Satan. Such 
is the kingdom of God, as at present. It is not estab- 
lished by the means which the world uses to establish 
kingdoms — its laws are not changeable, according to 
times, and places, and circumstances, as the laws of 
the kingdoms of this world— its honour and its glories 
are not visible, like the honours and glories of earthly 
kingdoms — the hopes and joys of its subjects are in- 
destructible—and the favour of their king is never with- 
dravm. Glorious kingdom! — Happy subjects! — 
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'^ Happy is that people that is in such a case; yea, 
happy is that people, whose God is the L(Htl/' (Ps. 
cxliv. 15.) 

Now all this is unintelligible to the world. Their 
own security being derived exclusively from something 
in themselves y they imagine it the height of fanaticism 
to be secure upon any other foundation ; and of wick- 
edness added to fanaticism, to be secure while we utterly 
reject the best works of man. All their hopes, their 
enjoyments, their pursuits, their desires, are bounded 
by this world, and terminate in time. If their occu- 
pations .be not ^'sensual and devilish^'* in their ob- 
vious sense, as their wisdom is, (James iii. 15) yet 
is earthliness inscribed on them all. But why do I 
dwell on these things? Do you not know, many of 
you, from experience, whether that experience be derived 
from observation upon what is passing in the world, 
or from reflection upon the motives and principles 
which actuate your own minds, that, what from ig- 
norance of the divine character, and of the blessings of 
God's kingdom—what from the want of a spiritual dis- 
cernment, there exists a moral impossibility that you 
could join in the happiness of the Lord's redeemed, 
except a change so mighty had been wrought, as is 
described by being ^'born again." The Being the 
world calls God, is not the object of filial confidence 
and affection : the record it calls the Gospel is not 
glad tidings to the ungodly , as lost and ruined : the 
society it loves to mix with is not the society of those 
' ' who rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence 
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inthefiesh:" (Phil. iii. 3)its ''portion is in this life;" 
(Ps. xvii. 14) its happiness extends no further than 
this life— itis ''dead in trespasses and sins. "(Ep.ii. 1.) 

Thus, then, experience — the consideration of the 
nature of Christ's kingdom — the express promises of 
Scripture — and the Scripture account of the condition 
of man, manifest the reasonableness of the Lord's de- 
daration, and we reiterate his important words, "ye 
must be bom again." But, 

III. How is this change effected — How shall a man 
be bom again? 

The agency by which the sinner is " brought from 
darkness unto light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God," (Acts xxvi. 18) is expressly affirmed in those 
passage of the Word which contain the promise of thb 
blessing, to be Divine : and that no exertion of man's 
natural powers could in any wise effect it is most 
plainly implied in those passages which describe his 
condition : and that it is not wrought in the way of 
charm, as the Baptismal Regenerationists dream, is 
quite manifest from those passages of Scripture which 
we shall presently examine, wherein the means are dis- 
tinctly asserted. No power inferior to that which 
brought light out of darkness, can bring saving spi- 
ritual light to the dark mind of man : no arm weaker 
than omnipotence can destroy the dominion which 
the God of this world holds over the affections of every 
inhabitant of this earth : no energy other than that 
which called this world into existence can make a man 
a subject of the church of Christ, can give him en- 
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trance into the kingdixn of God. It is God's preroga- 
tive to create,' and speaking of this change, the Aposde 
to the Corinthians says, ^^ If any man be in Christ he 
is a new creature/* (Ka/vjf jcr/«^ a new creation) (2 
Cor. v. 17.) Again we read in the same epistle, (chap. 
iv) ^^GoD, who commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, (it is he who. Margin) hath ^ined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
(i. e. the character) of God in the face of Jesus Christ.'* 
In writing to the Ephesians, Paul, after stating the 
exceeding riches of the grace of God, (by whom they 
had been quickened from a state of death in trespasses 
and sins,) to be displayed in their having been ^ ' saved 
through faith gratuitously j'' and that not of them- 
selves^ but the gift of God; ^ ^notof works, lest any man 
should boast :*' adds, ^^ For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works (not by, or on 
account of good works) which God hath before ordain- 
ed (before we were regenerated — hdore we were 
born — before the world was made) that we should 
walk in them." (Eph. ii. 8, 9, 10.) 

The most fatal delusions prevail upon this subject. 
Opinions are held respecting the means by which this 
change is eCTected, totally repugnant to the mind of tl^ 
Spirit; and thousands, yea, tens of thousands, go down, 
in consequence, to the grave with a lie in their right 
hand. Some, imagining that the regeneration of the 
sinner is nothing more than his being delivered finxn 
the stain of Adam's sin, and that this is effected in 
Baptism^ treat with sovereign contempt the most 
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pointed declarations of the Scriptures of God, when 
presented in their Scriptural import, which bear upon 
the subject of r^eneration subsequent. Oh ! how the 
father of lies deceives the souls of men ! If men were 
not in a manner ^' given over to a strong delusion/' 
could they believe so obvious a lie? (2 Thes. ii. 11.) 
The washing of water, regeneration! Preposterous, 
blasphemous assertion ! Does not the word of that God 
who is faithful and true, declare, that ' ' whatsoever is 
born of God overcometh the world," and ** who is he 
that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that 
Jesus is the Son of God. " ( 1 John v. 4, 5. ) Is this word 
true ? Is it not necessarily a matter of fact, (because af- 
firmed by an inspired Apostle,) that every man who is 
bom of God, or regenerated,or from above, or converted, 
or whose mind is changed (words which refer to the 
same subject in the New Testament) is delivered from 
the dominion of " the world which Uethin the wicked 
one;" that every one so bom of God, or regenerated, 
believeth the gospel of the Son of God ? And does this 
describe all the baptized ? Was Simon Magus bom of 
God ? yet he was baptized. Was the thief upon the 
cross baptized? — yet he must have been born of God, 
for Jesus, assures him, that he shall be with him in 
Paradise. Does every baptized person among us be- 
lieve the Gospel of the Son of God ? Nay, but of the 
mass may it not be asked, who hath believed it? Is 
every baptized person victorious over the world, **tbe 
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life?" (I John ii. 16.) Does every baptized person 

4 
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^^ cease to do evil," and to ^^yield hiimdif a servant to 
commit sin ?'* Then would we not baye blasphemies, 
murders, adulteries, thefts, oovetousness, etc. abound- 
ing as they do —but, alas ! these things exist and abound 
— yea, among those whom the devil would persuade 
that they were regenerated while they continue in 
unbdief. 

There is a text in Titus iii. up<m which particular 
stress is laid by the supporters of the doctrine which 
we ate opposing, as thot^h it afforded them all the 
foundation they require for establishing that whidi 
is as false in matto* of experience as it is without coun- 
tenance in the Bible — ^ * After that the kindness and love 
of God our Saviour toward man appeared, not by works 
of righteousness which we have done, but acovding to 
his mercy he saved us, by the washing o f regeneration j 
and (even the) renewing of the Holy Ghost." (Titus 
iii. 4, 5.) Here, they say, is a proof that baptism is re- 
generation. Nay but, my friends, do you not perceive, 
that regeneration is here fhe instrument by which the 
washing is effected, and not the effect of the washing. 
Paul speaks of those, who being regenerated, were in 
consequence washed ; but had he been speaking of bap- 
tism, in the sense they contend for, he would have said, 
'* by the regen^ation of washing,'* making the cause 
to lie in the washings and the eff'ect to be regeneration. 
But the means by which the r^eneratipn of the 
children of the kingdom is effected, demonstrate the 
erroneousness of the doctrine which we have been 
considering. 
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We find this question fully answered in the reply of 
Jesus to JNioodemus's inquiry , '* How can these things 
be?'' INow let it be observed, that Nicodemus wbs 
no ordinary character t he was connected with ** the 
straitest sect of the Jews' religion -- the Pharisees," 
whose deportment^ as members of society, was irre- 
proachable, and whose devotedness, as religionists, was 
most rigidly Scrupulous. They were the moral and the 
learned of their nation ^ and were held in universal esti- 
mation. 'Tis true, our Lotd speaks of the Pharisees, 
as a body , whose character was hypocrisy ; but Ke 
speaks as the Searcher of hearts, and unquestionaUy, 
with reference to the appearance of righteousness ^ 
which they affected, while that righteousness was no 
righteousness in the si^t of God. They seemed to 
be religious, but their religion was that of form, des- 
titute of the only principle which constitutes true 
religion with God. But supposing that hypocrisy, in 
the common meaning, distinguished them as a bodi/, 
there were individuals in that body who vrere cer- 
tainly sincere. Panl^ before he was bom again, was 
a Pharisee; and beyond all controversy, hypo<^y, as 
meaning insiiicerity, formed no feature in his charac- 
ter : and evidafitly INicodemus, and those whom he 
iiffirmed to be like-minded with him^ were sincere 
and without hypocrisy in coming to Jesus. Cmisider 
now, I beseech yon, the confession of his faith re- 
specting Jesus--^' Rabbi, we know that thou art a 
Teacher come from God : for no man can do the 
mirack^ that thou doesi, except God be with him." 

4* 
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(John iii. 2.) And let me ask, what lAore do many 
who profess to be regenerated ^ or born again ^Sicknom- 
ledge virtually, in the character of Jesus ? They call 
him ^'Master,*' as the Jewishruler did— they acknow-, 
ledge that he was '*« Teacher come from God," as 
Nicodemus did— they suppose that the object of his 
coming was to instruct mankind in their duty, and 
to shew them how that duty was to be performed, by 
the example of his own obedience. Tell me, my 
friends, is not this the chief view that some of your 
minds embrace of Jesus? Oh! if it be, permit me 
most solemnly and afiectionately to warn any who 
thus think of the L(»*d Christ, that such a confession 
is of no more value than that of those who said of 
Him, "yJe know that this man is a sinner." (John 
ix. 24.) It was upon INicodemus professing, not his 
opinion, but the persuasion of his hind, which was 
know ledge J that Jesus was a divinely-commissioned 
teacher, that our Lord replied, in the unqualified lan- 
guage of the text, ** Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
except a man be bom again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God." Recollect, my friends, Jesus said this 
to Nicodemus, (who certainly must long before have 
been '* bom again," if admission into a visible church 
of God [be THE REGENERATION of Script urc, for he 
was nationally included in the covenant which Jeho- 
vah made with the people of Israel, and of which 
circumcision was the seal,) ^' a master in Is- 
rael," a teacher in the church of God, as it was at 
that time outwardly constituted, Jesus addresses this 
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important saying, in which he declares, not opiy of 
the ignorant ^^ sinners, of the Gentiles," bat of those 
who were ** Jews by nature" (Gal. ii. 15)— not only 
of the impious and infidel Sadducees, who had no 
hopes beyond this life ; but also of the highly moral 
and rigid Pharisees, who hdki the traditions of the 
elders— not only of those among them who dishonoured 
xHaxax profes»on, but of those, likewise, who were the 
most exemplary ; that if they— if he, Micodemus-^ 
any Jew— if any man, were not bom again, he could 
not see the kingdom ofGod^:" and again, he reiterates 
this declaration, *^ Except a man be horn of water and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God. " This text also is brought forward to maintain 
tibe very puerile ojnnion, to call it by no harsher name, 
that baptism is regoieration ; but to any one fiaumiliar 
with the language of Scripture, the passage affords no 
such meaning ; our Lord usingthe well-known emblem 
of the Spirit, accompanied with the explanation of 
the emblem, to express the agency by which the change 
is wrought, and ioertainly not the means. Thus in 
Isai. iliv. 3, we find the Spirit^ in connexion with 
the emblem oi his operations. Again, in Ezek. xxxvi. 
25, 27 : And, again, in the seventh of John, '* In 
the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood 
and cried, saying. If any man thirst, let him come 
unto me and drink. He that beheveth on me, as the 
Spnpture hath said, out of his beUy shall flow rivers 
of living water. But this spake he,*' adds the Evan- 
gelist, ''of the Spirit which they that believe on him 
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should rooeive. " (Jobo vii. 97 _ 39. ) The same c<n>- 
iiea^on pf emblem and what it repr€$cntij is found in 
the psa^es which yie \m^ l^t^ly cpnsiderad from 
Tilt. iii. d, 

Our Lord procoeds to^ shew, thiA at^ changH ^-^ 
fecled by tmy other agemiy leaves a msm juat m he im& 
before - Yea, though a man should be horn again, in 
the way wh^ein Nicodemus csonceived Jesus la spcak» 
he would retain all that constituted the necessity {cut 
the regeneration which was the subject of bis conver* 
salion; '' that which is bom of the flesh, is flesh" — 
sinful, under oondenwation, subject, to the curse ; 
<^and that which is ham of the Spirit," (fau^re is the 
agent withaui the emblem) is spirit" — spiritual — free 
froni condemnation, and the curse due te» sin.; for 
^^ where the spirit of die liocd is^ there is liberty." 

Having ittuskrated the mode of the Spirits opoealim 
in r^eneratii^ tlie sinner^ fay tke^ ^onoiee of maU: 
respecting the Ueiwing of the wind^ He pr^M^eeds^ in 
reply to the question of the Pt^irise^, tq^ point out ike 
meam through wfaich the Spirit of God aoNnnpiifihes 
this wmKkrful work. The Soripti«?es were neither 
silent nor dbscurei^xm the ageney smd the means hy 
which it is to bedone^^ and ^iicodemu^^ as a Master in 
Israel, eugbt ta have knowA th^a^* ^ ^ As Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, evaa so must the 
Son of Man be Mfted up ; that whajsaev^r beiiev^tk « 
Him should not perisJi. kut have eiennaf life. For 
Ckxiso loved the world, that He gave his ocdy-hegotteit 
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Son, ibat wlio$oever belUvHh in Hitn, should not pe- 
rish, but have everlasting life/' 

This is that discovery of Jesus' character which is 
made in the (Mreaching of his Gospel— even as having 
been given by the Father, from love to his lost and 
helpless people, to be a sacrifice for their sins — vrhicb 
is onmected with salvation, and produces $cripturalf 
spiritual Regeneration. For this purpose is the record 
of that stupendous fact declared in the ears of the sin- 
ner, that he ^^ believing it, might have life;" (John, 
XX. 31;) for this purpose is ^^ Jesus Christ evidently 
set forth" in the preaching of his Apostles, ^^crucified 
among men," (Gal. iii. 1,) that those who were ob* 
noxious to divine wrath might ^^look unto him^and 
be saved. " (Isai. xlv. 22. ) Our Lord (dainly points to 
his character as Saviour, as that which when known 
produces t/ie regeneration necessary for entrance into 
the kingdom of God — He points to the exhibition ctf 
his atoning sacrifice, in the preaching of his witnesses, 
as the means by which that knowledge is to be obtained 
— and he has taken away all room for glorying in any 
who do know Him so revealed, ainoe it is by the 
teaching of hie Spirii. 

What more unlikely means to administer health 
and cure to the Israelites than the lifting up a serpent 
of brass ! Might not those who heard the news an* 
nounced throughout the can^, that he who looked on 
it should live, have argued— as the natural man would 
argue— ^^vvhat connexicm is there between my looking 
on an inanimate represaitation of a serpent lifted up 
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on a pole, and the removal of my malady, and the 
restoration of my health ! Nonsense ! give me a ra- 
tional remedy and 1 shall apply it; but as for looking 
to this serpent, it is too childish, and I will not. " And 
does not sense argue thus respecting Jesus ? ^ ^ What 
connexion is there between my belieoing a report 
concerning the design ei the awful scene at Calvary, 
and the deliverance of my soul from the guilt and 
dominion of sin ? Nonsense ! it were rational to 
suppose, that if I became quatified by my obedience 
and virtue^ I should have favour with God, but as to 
bdieving that this is true, 1 will not." If, in the form^ 
case, the infidel Jew perished because he despised the 
}dan which Jdiovah had provided i'or healing, and 
peri$h he assuredly would, was not his destruction 
wilful ? And if, in the latter case, the Baptized in- 
fidel who despises the plan which God has revealed for 
shewing mercy — if he esteem the preaching of the cross, 
fo^Ushness — if he turn fipom the onfy object which 
can attract to love and to happiness, perish in his un- 
belief — and dying in his unbelief, he undoubtedly 
will perish (Mark xvi. 16,) will not his perdition be 
upon his own head? The IsraeUte, however deeply, 
or however dighdy, wounded, was healed by the 
view of the serpent ; and the sinner, however gross or 
moral, can only be healed by believing in Jesus ; and 
believing, he becomes healed immediately. Therefore 
is it that we preach the gospel. This may, and this 
does, appear to the wise and prudent of this world as 
absurd ; yet it is the very truth of the living God, and 
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the perfection of wisdom to those who are taught of 
God to understand it. The means of regenerationy 
the only legitimate meanSy the only means upon which 
we can scripturally expect the blessing of God the 
Spirit, is the testimony of the Apostle to the atoning 
sacrifice of Jesus, ^*' the record which God hath given 
of his Son." This is that ^^ ministry of reconciliation" 
conunitted unto them , as the chosen witnesses of Christ, 
which we preadi ; their testimony, not ours ; to this 
we press the attention of our hearers, as of persons upcm 
the brink of perdition. We declare glad tidings unto 
ALL people, in proclaiming the Apostolic record, of the 
' ^taking away of sin by the sacrifice of Jesus. " To Him, 
and to Him only, and to nothing else but Him,we direct 
men to look for salvation, rdying upon His gracious 
promise, as we follow, in this exhibition of Him, his 
own direction : ^* 1, if I be lifted up, will draw all men 
unto me." (John xii. 32.) To Jesus lifted up at 
Calvary, are sinnars to be directed ; as to the serpent 
lifted up in the wilderness, ware the eyes of the perish- 
ing IsraeUtes to be turned. Did their looking in that 
case meet a disappointment, or did they who looked, 
live ? Even so in this, the word has passed the lips of the 
Son of God, and is recorded in the book of life ; ^^who- 
soever believeth in Him (Jesus) hath everiasting life, 
and shall not come into condemnation, but is passed 
from death into life." (John v. 24.) Man may talk 
of other means of regeneration, but the word of God 
points out this. The sinner may be directed to repent 
and pray, but the word of God caUs his attention, not 
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to those things which be cannot do, but to the gospel. 
The dinner may be encouraged by blind guides to 
conclude from his distress and anguish of spirit, that 
the Spirit of God is working his regeneration; but tbe 
word of God t^eaches that tbe office of the Spirit is to 
'He$tify of Christ^*' ^nd gives us no ground for sup- 
posing any work is His which proceeds not from^ ar 
which is n0i accompanied by, a belief of the gospel. 
Tbe Scriptures upon this head are neither few nor 
hard to be understood. John, in the first chapter of 
his goqpel, (Verses 12 and 18) says, ^^ To as tnsoiy as 
reoeiTcd Him to them gave He po.wer to become the 
Sons of God, eeen to them who believe upon his name, 
wbo were born (spiritually) not of blood, nor of the 
Oeth, nor et the will d man, but of God. " This pri- 
yilege to be called the S<ms of God did not descend 
to them from their parents, they were not believers — 
they did not receire by inheritance the blessing of eter- 
nal life, as they did tbe lands, and honours, and privi- 
kgesy of their Sathera-^it was not in consequence of any 
Assires of others, but of God, ^*who sbewetb mo'cy 
upon whom He willshew m^rcy ; and hath compas- 
sion upon whom he will have conqpassion. " (Rom. ix. 
15.) To this purpose we find James writing in his first 
pbapter, (verse 18,) ^' Of his own will begat he us" 
--how ? '* with the word of truth." And Pelo* in his 
first epistle, ^^born again, not of corruptible seed, but 
of incoiTuptiMe by the word of God, which liveth and 
abideth for ever." (I Pet. i. 28.) In these passages, 
the word of the truth of the gospel is the means of re- 
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generation, and the believing of that word produces it. 
No man who disbelieves the gospel is bom again, how- 
ever he may be baptized, or reformed, or instructed ; 
although from the most careless he become most de- 
voted — although frcMn the most licentious, he become 
most exemplarily nural — although from Jew, Turk, 
or Socinian, he become a baptised professor of Christ s 
religion — none of these things constitute the ^^ being 
born again " of Scripture ; but whosoever bdieves the 
gospel in ii9 Scriptural meaning ^^ whoever has an 
intelligent per$uasion t/uU it is true, he is ^^bom 
again," ^^of God," and his believing is.his perception 
of the nature, and as he believes he enjoys the privi- 
leges, of the kingdom of God. 

I h^ve dwelt the long^ on this head because of the 
fatal ignorance upcm the subject, which so extensivdy 
abounds am<mg professed Christians: an ignorance 
which tends to subvert the very prindpfes of Chris- 
tiso^ity. Nolhing is mofe common than to bear the 
sinner who exhibits my aiudety about bis souf s in^ 
terest, directed to |Hfay to God for regeneraticm, while 
he actually hate& God in the only character wherein 
Qe has been pleaaed to reveal Himself as the hearer of 
prayer ; that is, as perfectly reconciled by the obedience 
u«to dcteih of Christy witbout any work of the crea-^ 
ture : and if the unhappy person so directed, has re^ 
aohitiaa toahslain fitMn the pMlKaha' species of siti: 
whick caused him uneasiaesB, or if he leave it off from, 
feav, he is inducted to take comfortfrom this as being 
a proof of his being regenerated ; while his mind is. 



60 RECENEHATIO?!. 

Still unchanged, and the simple declaration of gra- 
tuitom forgiveness by the blood of Christ is discredited, 
yea, opjx>sed as licentious. I trust that I have been 
enabled to state the real Scripture method of impart- 
ing the capacity for discovering the excellence of Christ's 
kingdom, aiid for enjoying its Messedness, in such 
language as is easily understood. The passages of 
Scripture which have hem brought forward and exa- 
mined, most unequivocally attribute tke power to pro- 
duce it to the Spirit of Christ, and point out the gospel 
testimony, as M^ means which the Eternal Spirit em- 
ploys for the purpose, and afikm that r^eneration 
actually takes place, as soon as that gospel is believed 
to be true. 

There is one important question more, to which I 
beg to call your attention, and then I shall amdude. 

IV. How shall it be ascertained whether a man be 
bom again ? 

There are two rules for determining this inquiry, 
laid down in the Scriptures ; one for the satisfaction 
of the individual, the other for the sads&ction of 
the Church respecting any individuaL 

1 . ^ ^ He that believeth on the Son of God, hath the 
witness in himself." (1 John v. 10.) ^^And because 
ye are Sons, God hath sent forth the spiritof his 
Son into your hearts, crying Abba, Father. " (Gal. 
iv. 6.) "The Spirit itself beareth witness with our 
spirit, that we are the children of God." (Romans 
viii. 1 6. ) The Scriptures never lead us to suppose 
that a man may be bom again, and yet be igncnrant 
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that he is so bom, but assert the contrary. Can a 
man born blind, and restored to sight, be ignorant 
whether he can see? Before his eyes had been 
opened he might indeed have imagined that he un- 
derstood what light and colours meant, from the 
descriptions which he had heard of them; at the same 
time his ideas would be as foreign from the true 
conception of light and colour as though no such 
things existed in nature. But when his eyes are open- 
ed, and he beholds the light ; and the various hues 
of the objects which meet his vision are discerned, 
can he be in doubt whether he now can see? He 
may know nothing of the reflection and refraction of 
light which produce the splendid appearances that 
strike upon his astonished view, but he knows that 
he can see what before he could form no conception 
of, and he rejoices in the light. Even so, the man 
who is brought out of the darkness of spiritual 
death, into the marvellous light of spiritual life, 
can no more doubt of the truth of his present state, 
than he can entertain scruples about the reality of 
his natural existence. His eyes had been closed against 
the glory of God, but now they are opened to behold 
it, and beholding it he knows that he does beliold it 
-'his heart had been insensible to the love of Christ, 
but now it is constrained by that love, and he is 
conscious of its energy — his spirit had been a stran- 
ger to the peace, and joy which are in believing, but 
now believing he has joy and peace, and he cannot 
deny their presence — his mind had revolted from 
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the humbling doctrines of the cross, being ignorant 
of their real import, but now understanding their 
meaning, he is persuaded that they are true, and 
embraces them, and he cannot but know that they 
are the rejoicing of his heart. Can such a man be 
deceived ? Can this be delusion ? I answer, No : Crodis 
not the author of deception, and those effects are what He 
has declared to be produced by his operation. Is this pre- 
sumption ? What — presumption to believe that God is 
true, and to confess it?— presumption to know Him 
gracious, atid to acknowledge it? — presumption to 
trust the promise of the covenant-keeping God, and 
to rest in his promises ? Oh ! no : this is faith, sim- 
ple, unaffected faith. Presumptuous rather are they 
who dare to doubt the truth of God - who, in opposi- 
tion to the righteousness which He hath revealed in His 
Son, go about to establish a righteousness of their 
own— who, professing to be regenerated, yet disclaim 
sonship with the glorious Jehovah I If you bdieve, 
you know you do, you cannot be in doubt ; and if it 
be the record that God hath given of His Son which 
you are believing, you must be in possession of peace 
with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ You 
know him as a reconciled Father-— you joy in him 
— his love is shed abroad in your heart by the Holy 
Ghost — ^you are led by his spirit — you love His well- 
beloved — you confess his name —you are not ashamed 
of the hope which is built upon your faith in Jesus. 
Now, can any man be ignorant whether he believes 
the gospel, and whether he has peace with God in his 
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conscience, through beUeving — whether he really 
embraces the things revealed, which concern the gra- 
tuitous remission of sins? Impossible. He wha 
doubteth on this subject, does not believe :^But he |hat 
believeth is horn of God. 

2. Again. Since he who is *'born again" becomes^ 
a member of the ad(»raMe Immanuei's kingdom ; and 
as in that kingdom the subjects are designed for, and 
have fellowship with, one another, there are certain 
marks, by which it may be ascertained, to the satis- 
faction of the church, whether an individual be indeed 
r^enerated, and whether ^^the kingdom of God be 
within him." The Spirit's witness to himself ^ ii 
not a witness to the churchy for that testimcmy is be- 
tweai the individual's own soul and that God with 
whom he has to do. The subjects of the evaiiasting 
kingdom of the Son of God, require, fcnr the conik*^ 
mation of their judgment respecting the regeneration 
of any man, an intelligent confemon of faith in the 
Gospely and are bound to regard sttch as make that 
confession as fellow heirs of everlasting life , if they 
exhibit a walk consistent with the high character of 
those who are ^^ translated from the power of Satan, 
into the kingdom of God's dear Son. " If, however, 
in the case of one making a gidod confession of the 
truth as it is ill! Jesus, it be apparent that he is habi- 
tually led by the ^irit of the wcurld, and not by the 
Spirit of God ; that his acknowledged princij^ have 
produced no chemge in hi& outward conduct ; that 
he is the same man vnth a new creed; bis profession. 
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although it should be as an Apostle's, is to the church 
of no avail ; for '* by the fruit is the tree known," and 
*"as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 
are the sons of God;" (Rom. viii. 14.) and **hewho 
hath the hope of seeing Jesus as he is , pwifieth him- 
self, even as Christ is pure:" (1 John iii. 3,) and 
' *' in this the children of God are manifest, and the chil- 
dren of the devil : whosoever doetk not righteousness 
is not of God;" (1 John iii. 10] for the Spisitof God 
is holy; ''and if any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ"— not only in his witness to the finished work 
of Immanuel, but also in his sanctifying influence, in 
turning the heart from lying vanities, ' ' to serve the 
living and true God " (1 Thess. i. 9j — **he is none of 
his." (Rom. viii. 9.) This is the test which James 
mentions in the second chapter of his epistle, as c:on- 
firmatory of the. soundness of a man's profession. 
^' What shall it profit, though a man say he hath faith, 
and have not works?" ''Can" such a saying he hath 
'* faith save him?" He does not argue whetha* faith 
without works be the simple and only medium of con- 
nexion between the blessings of salvation and the en- 
joyment of them ; but he demonstrates, that wherever 
thesinner issaved through faith^ gratuitously, there is, 
and always will be an evidence to the church more de- 
cisive than mere assertion, in the " bodies of God's chil- . 
dren being temples of the Holy Ghost. " (1 Cor. vi. 1 ft.) 
Here, then, we have examined the modes by 
which it may be ascertained whether a man be 
' ' born again. " The word of God testifies, that he 
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who is SO bom, '^ hath the witness in himsdf/' and 
also, that ^^ every one thatnameth the name of Christ 
departeth from iniquity." (2 Tim. ii. 19.) 1 shall 
just make one observation upon a manner of exer- 
cising judgment by this latter rule, which is very 
common, and very erroneous; and I make it in the 
hope that such as have been misguided by it may 
be set right. Many form their judgment of the re- 
generation of God's children by the degree of their 
apparent usefulness, and are inclined to determine 
what ought to be the measure of the work of each, 
by the measure of the work of some eminently gifted 
individual ; and so if any fail to come up to that 
standard, he is r^arded with suspicion, as being either 
an hypocrite, or a backslider. This is an exemjdi- 
fication of that want of wisdom, which Paul charges 
upon the Corinthian church ; who, ^ ^comparing them- 
s^Jves among themselves, were not wise." (2 Cor. 
X. 12.j Each child of God is made equally alive in 
regeneration, but each is not appointed to the same 
vuorky nor endued with the same measwe of spi- 
ritual gifts. To one is given, by the Spirit, activity 
of spirit; to another, retiredness. To one, by the 
Spirit, zeal in those things which give publicity to his 
character ; to another, zeal in those things which are 
Tiever known by man. Each has his peculiar station; 
he who is to human observation doing nothing in the 
kingdom, if he be indeed born again is doing that 
without which that kingdom could not be perfected. 

5 
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If he be a member, he occupies his peculiar station, 
however in man's estimation insignificant it be. Only 
lei every man take care that ke exercise /Us gift 
*^ according as God hath dealt to ei^ry man^*" in his 
kingdom, ''the measure of faiih.*' {Rom. xii. S») 

And now I woukl afiectionatdy ask you, are you 
born again ? Has this mighty revolution taken place 
in your views of God, of Christ, of sin, of time, of 
eternity, which characteriEes the change wrought in* 
the children of God ? Has this change been fN?odaoed 
in bdieving the Gospel of the grace of God ? Have you 
the witness of God's Spirit, and are you manifesting 
whose you are, and v^H)m you serve, by that trans- 
formation from worldly idolatries, wrought by the 
renewing of your mind? My dear friends, you are 
this moment either serving God , as children of his 
kingdom, or Satan, as his willii^ slaves. There is no 
middle state: there are but these two kingdoms, that 
of God, and that of Satan. Oh ! what a solemn truth ! 
You are, even now, while you are sitting here, list- 
ening to those momentous subjects, either decidedly a 
child of God, or a bond-slave to the god of this world. 
How shall you know it? Do you bdicve the Gospel? 
Are you persuaded that Christ Jesus, the Son of the * 
Highest, the divinely-appointed substitute of tiie fallen 
church, gave his life a ransom for the ungodly? (Rom. 
v. 6) — that he put away sin, by the sacrifice of him- 
self? (Heb. ix. 26) — that he finished the work the 
Father gave him to do? (Johnxvii. 4,) If so, you are 
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born again ; and then relying, wMy and exeUisivgfy, 
upon His all -sufficient work, for pardon and peaoe here, 
and for glory hereafter — you renounce all your own 
works as ^^ filthy rags" (Isai. Ixiv. 6) — you confeiB 
that ^' in your flesh dwelleth no good thing ;" (Rom. 
vi}« 18) and it is with you as it was with Paul, 
'' God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ" (Gal. vi. 14) — you are 
walking, *^not after the flesh, but after the Spirit;" 
(Rom. viii. 1) and are ^* followers of God, as dear 
childi^en." (Eph. v. 1.) If the simple Gospel, which 
proclaims full, free, everlasting forgiveness, be not in 
simplicity received as the testimony of God — if you 
are '^ going about to establish a righteousness of your 
own," (Rom. x. 8) upon which to build a hope of 
eternal life — if you are still pursuing, as edgerly as 
€ver, and as exclmively as ever, the things which the 
word of God jN*onounces abominaUe idolatries, there 
is not the smallest room for doubt — it is certain — you 
are yet in the number of those, concerning whom the 
Lord says, that before they can see or enter the king- 
dom of God, they must be born again. Verily, verily, 
ye must be bom again. The Gospel, the glorious glad 
tidings which announce the making an end of sin and 
the bringing in everlasting righteousness by Jesus the 
Son of God, has been given to efliectit ; and whosoever 
believeth that the Gospel is the truth of God , is bom 
again. May the Eternal Spirit, whose office it is to 
guide the mind into the perception of all truth , give 

5* 



6S 



REGElfERAflON. 



you a right understanding in all things, and cause the 
word to come ynth power, that such as have hitherto 
been strangers to the life of God, may by His energy 
be quickened ; that they may be enabled to testify , 
how **that they were blind, but now they see** — 
that they were **dead, but are alive again." Amai. 
Amen. 



THE 



PREACHING OF THE CROSS. 



<^ The preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolish^ 
ness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of Ood.*^ 

i Com. i. 18. 



That God is no respecter of persons, the revelaticm 
which He has graciously vouchsafed !ot the purpose 
of declaring His real character to man, emphatically 
announces. But this same revdation, with emphasis 
as deep and solemn, informs us, that there is in the 
sight of God, a diflTerence and distinction between the 
several inhabitants of this our world — a difference 
founded, not on the stations which men do resp^c- 



70 THE PREACHING OF THE CROSS. 

lively occupy — not on the amount or deficiency of 
mental intelligence which they display — not on the 
degree of usefulness, or the want thereof, which their 
histories unfold — not on the amiability or perverse- 
ness of character which they exhibit, but, on the 
estimate formed in the view of their minds concerning 
the character of the Gospel. It seems to be im- 
possible that the sacred volume can be perused with 
the smallest portion of attentiveness, and this dis- 
tinction not force itself upon the reader s view — and 
it is just because it is utterly discarded, or misunder- 
stood, or because it is blamefuUy overlooked, that the 
writings and the preaching of many who use an evan- 
gelical phraseology, display so much obscurity, and 
confusion, and error ; and it is just because this im- 
portant distinction is kept prominently in view, (sub- 
ordinate always to the special tidings of good vidll from 
heaven to fallen man, which they publish) that they 
who have vnritten upon the subject, and they who 
preach the simple, unadulterated Gospel of the grace 
of God, are made eminently useful in their generation. 
Connected with the estimation in which the Gospel 
is^hddy the Scriptures affirm the condilien of our 
r«oe to be; declaring that th^ who do esteem i% to 
be '^foQiUknes^^'' are rwked aoiong ''tktm thai 
jnfrish^i'* and tb«t tbey who do regard it a» the Yih- 
do0a» and haive ei;peri«njQedi it to be ^^ the, power &f 
God,** are classed aniong those wka are &med. 

That fihe preaclung of genuine trutk meets this re- 
cq4ion, is obvious to aU who take the troubk to 
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i^emark the effect invariably {Mroduced upon the minds 
of those among whom it is either statedly or occasion- 
ally ministered ; and to the anxious sonrant of the 
Lord Christ, who scatters the seed of life with un- 
sparing hand, it occasions deep solicitude, although it 
does not excite his wonder. You may have observed, 
upon the same day, in the same congr^tion, the 
same sermon exciting feelings of the most contradic- 
tory character. You may have known some to have 
been wound up to the highest pitch of torture, while 
their minister has been unfolding the gracious plan of 
sovereign love— to have loathed the precious and 
wholesome food of the soul— to have manifested 
their enmity against God and his word — against 
Christ and his Gospel— against the preacher and his 
discourse; and to have proclaimed, unequivocally, the 
darkness of their carnal minds, by exclaiming^ as they 
withdrew, against the fdly and imprudence of declar- 
ing, what was uttered under the teaching of the 
Spirit of Christ ; what the man of God dared not, 
even had he been willing, to hold badi* These are 
not the few, or the most illiterate ; on the contrary, 
they are always the many, and generally the wise in 
this world's lore, the jurudent in their own conceits. 
You may have remarked, also, that there have been 
some, and these the very, very few, to whom the 
same discourse has been the channd of the greatest 
comfort, who have enjoyed the privilege (and esteemed 
it such) of listening to the message of redeeming grace 
— who h^ve been fed by it, as with hidden manna 
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— have been edified, as with divine wisdom — and 
have felt the truth in their souls, to be spirit, and life, 
and power ; and the children of God, who have ob- 
served all this, have doubtless been reminded of that 
pillar of a doud, which was light to Israel, while it 
was darkness to the enemies of Israel and of God. 
(Exod. xiv. 20.) 

That these things are so, is unquestionable ; and 
that those different sentiments respecting the Gospel, 
and those different effects produced by it, mark 
the state in the sight of God, of each severally who 
entertains them, and upon whom it thus tells, this 
passage which I have read from the epistle to the church 
at Corinth, among the numberless portions of the divine 
word, to the same purpose, satisfactorily establishes. 

'We are not to imagine, that the spirit which occa- 
sions the rejection of the Gospel, is peculiar to the 
times wherein we live, or to the place wherein it is 
now ministered. The same ^irit prevailed in every 
age since the foundation of the world, by whom- 
soever and wherever the truth has been fnreached. To 
pass over the repeated instances which occur of Gos- 
pel preaching, and of Gospel rejection, from the 
time of righteous Abel, to the days of Isaiah the son 
of Amoz — we find that#prophet announcing to his 
countrymen the comfortable tidings of ^^ iniquity 
pardoned,*' (Isai. xl, 1,2) and yet constrained to 
take up the lamentation, which has beai adopted 
by all who, since his day, have been occupied in pro- 
claiming divine mercy to the guilty — ^^Who hath 
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believed our report ? " (Isai. liii. 1.) When Paul, too, 
in the plenitude of his commission as Christ's Ambas- 
sador, delivered the message of peace, virith which he 
was entrusted — (although God did not. leave himself 
without witness, wherever the word came— yet) 
the multitude of his auditors, in every place, consi- 
dered him as an enthusiast, (Acts xxvi. 24) a troubler 
of the public peace, (Acts xvii. 8) ' * a pestilent fellow," 
a '^ mover of sedition," a '' ringleader of an offensive 
sect" (Acts xxiv. 5) '* a babbler," (Acts xvii. 18) 
and one who * ^ turned the world upside down. " (Acts 
xvii. 6.) Notwithstanding, the messengers of God 
were not moved from their purpose by any of these 
things ; but whatever estimate was formed either of 
themselves, or of the truth with which they were 
charged, they perseveringly testified the same thing, 
although it was ^^ to the Jews a stumbling-block, and 
to the Greeks foolishness." (1 Cor. i. 23.) And the 
reason of this is obvious ; for they were persuaded 
that the Gospel is the only effectual remedy for the 
deplorable condition of such as are perishing— the 
only means whereby light is introduced into the 
mind ; and that it is itself, in the hand of the Spirit, 
the demonstrator of its own wisdom, and suitableness, 
and glory. 

Now , as I am persuaded that there are not a few in 
this our day, in whose estimation the pure Gospel is 
as much foolishness as it was in the apostolic age, 
when it had to contend with early prqudices, and long- 
established customs ; and being also firmly persuaded 
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by the word of God, that it is the only means, (under 
the blessing of the Holy Ghost) fcnr the rectifying of 
false views concerning it, and whereby its real cha- 
racter can be understood and appreciated ; I shall en- 
deavour to bring before your minds, according as it 
has been discovered to my own, — 

I. What is implied in the phrase, ^ ^ The preaching 
of the Cross." 

II. When it may be said to be esteemed ' ^ foolish^ 



ness,'' 



III. In what respect it is *^ the power of God.'' 
I. What is implied in the phrase, ^^ TA^^r^arAcn^ 
of the Cross.'' 

A question of considerable moment is very generally 
agitated, as to the propriety of ministers in the present 
day departing from the method pursued by the apostles 
in their addresses to sinners ; and whether we ou^t 
not to take for granted the general belief of Christian 
doctrines^ and rather to press upon our hearers the 
{Mreictice of Christian duties. The expediency of this 
change is plainly founded upon a most erroneous and 
dangerous supposition, viz. that a profession of Chris- 
tianity is Christianity— that mankind are now under 
very different circumstances from those which distin- 
guished them when the religion of the cross was pro- 
mulgated by the inspired servants of Christ-- and also, 
that preachers now stand in the same relaticm to those 
whom they address, as the aposdes did to their hear- 
ers. We admit that a great change has passed over 
the face of the moral world — that men are differently 
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circumstanced, in r^rd to the professed object of 
their worship, and the mode by which worship is offer- 
ed^ — but we d6ny that those changes in any wise affect 
the grand concernments of their souls. .The ap<)stles 
addressed men (abstracting all contingent and acci- 
dental circumstances) as those who were at enmity 
against God--- not considering them as being nearer to 
God for being Jews, nor farther off from him as being 
Gentiles, (however national advantages had thus ex- 
ternally exalted the condition of the former,) but as 
one and all manifesting the ^^ alienation of their minds 
from him, by their wicked works." (Col. i. 21; Eph, 
2, 8.) Men are precisely so disposed at present — 
their nature is in this life, unchanged and unchange- 
able — it is as much enmity against God in profes- 
sing Christians in our day, as it was in heathens in 
the days of Paul : aund unless this enmity became ex- 
tinguished in the revolution of times and change of 
customs, a departure from the apostolic model in our 
preaching would not be warranted. But even in such 
a case, though man's nature had been so improved 
(which it is not — no, not even in the regenerate ! ) as 
to have lost its disinclination to the vi^ord and will of 
God — I say, even in such a case, a departure from the 
plan pursued by God's chosen vritnesses, would be as 
presumptuous on our parts, as it would be inefficacious. 
It is not to the preachers (^ the present day that the 
commission has been solemnly given by the Son of 
God to '' prsBLch Ae gospel to every creature" — but 
to the Apostles : (Mark xvi. 15.) It is not to a testi- 
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epistle: '^ Moreover brethren, I declare unto you the 
gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have 
received, and wherein ye stand ; by which also ye are 
saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto 
you, unless ye have believed in vain. For I delivered 
unto you first of all that which I also received, how 
that Christ died for our sins according to the scrip- 
tures ; and that he was buried ; and that he rose again 
the third day, according to the scriptures." 

In perfect agreement with these instances of the pe- 
culiarity of his preaching, as delivered to the Church, 
we find in the Apostolic addresses to unconverted Jews 
and Gentiles, recorded in the Acts of the Apostles, an 
illustration of the subject before us. When Peter 
stood before the Jewish council, and replied to the in- 
terrogatory of the High-priest, he testified, ^^ The God 
of our fathers raised up Jesus^ whom ye slew and 
hanged on a tree. Him hath God exalted with His 
right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give 
repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. And we 
are his witnesses of these things." (Acts v. 30 — 82.) 
When the same Apostle stood before Cornelius, (who 
had been warned of God to send for him, ^ ^ to hear 
all the things that were commanded him,") and the 
Gentiles whom Cornelius had called together to hear 
the messenger of God, he declared that ** the word 
Avhich God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching 
peace by Jesus Christ : (He is Lord of all :) that word, 
I say, ye know, which was published throughout all 
Judea, and began from Galilee, after the baptism 
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which J(^n preached ; how God ancMnted Jesu^of Na- 
zareth with the Holy Ghost and with power : who 
went about doing good, and healing all that yvere o|>- 
pressed of the devil ; for God was with him. And we 
are witnesses of all things which he did both in the 
land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem ; whom tliey stew 
and hanged on a tree : Him God raised up the third 
day, and shewed him openly ; not to all the people, 
but unto witnesses chosen before of God^ even to us, 
who did eat and drink with him after he rose from the 
dead. And he commanded us topreachunto thepeo^ 
pie, and to testify that it is He which was ordained of 
God to be the Judge of quick and dead. To him give 
all the prophets witness, that through his name wbo^ 
soever believeth in him shall receive remission of 
sinsr (Acts X. 86—43.) 

From those few instances selected from addresses to 
unconverted men, and from a letter to a Christian 
Church, we perceive that the preaching of the Cross 
implies the Apostolic testimony to the fact of the 
death of Jesus, But give me leave to say that this 
awful transaction may possess all the vividness of rea-* 
lity in the mind, without one saving aoc<nnpaniment I 
Perhaps there is rarely, if ever, one in our congr^a- 
tions, who entertains the shadow of a doubt respecting 
the fact^ that Jesus, " who thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God," suffered without the gate of Jerusa*- 
lem, at a place called Calvary. (Heb. xiii. 12.) The 
belief of the mere abstract fact of the crucifixion, pos- 
sesses not in it one principle, whereby the mind can be 
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furnished with a knowledge of Jehovah's character, or 
of the awful demerit of sin ; and of the truth of this as- 
sertion, experience supplies a melancholy proof, fiut 
always connected with the fact of the death of Christ, 
we find the Apostles bearing witness to the design 
which Jehavah had in contemplation by means of it : 
and the passages to which I lately solicited your atten- 
tion shew, that, together with the fact of the cruci- 
fixion, the preaching of the Cross implies^ primarily 
and especially that the death of Christ was a propi- 
tiatory SACRIFICE— that by it atonement was made for 
the sins of his people^— that by it he hath for ever taken 
away sin — and that by it a new and living way hath 
been opened into the eternal kingdom— that the elect 
have been re-united unto God by it, (Rom. v. 10) — 
that he who had the power of death, even the devil, 
has had his dominicm over them destroyed by means of 
it And they, who all their lifetime were in fear of 
death, are by means of it delivered firom bondage. 
(Heb. ii. 14.) 

Such, my friends, in a few words, is the preach- 
ing of the Cross — the declaring upon the authority 
of God, that by Jesus* obedience unto death, there is 
fiill, perfect, unqualified, unconditional forgiveness 
of sins, and acceptance in the sight of God, for the very 
chief of sinners who believeth — and this is what is 
invariably esteemed " foolis/mess*' by those who are 
ranked among ^^ them that perish." 

We now pass on to cMisidar, 



80 THE PREACHING OF THE GR086. 

11. When it may be siadd, that the preaching of the 
Cross is esteemed * * foolishness. " 

This may be affirmed to be the reception it meets 
from those who do not understand it — and it is not 
understood, 

1. When it is not viewed as affording the very 
chief of sinners every thing necessary for the recon- 
cilement of his soul with God, 

In this respect, hoiv much the gospel of the grace 
of God is mistaken ! How widely diOerent are the 
systems current as the mind of Christ — systems which 
obtain the general consent of the population of lands 
called Christian, as the record of God — firom the glad 
tidings testified by the Apostles to the unconverted in 
their sermons, and set forth in th^ qpistles to the 
churches 9 as the warrant of their peace with God ! 
Alas! ifone of Christ's accredited witnesses, say Paul, 
for instance, were to visit any of the cities of Chris- 
tendom wherein a. zeal for the religion of the gospel is 
professed — were he to visit the most highly favoured 
city of the most highly favoured kingdom upon earth 
— were he to visit the metropolis of ourown comitry, 
exalted by national and spiritual advantages even ta 
heaven, like Capernaum, where there is such high 
and loud profession — where Religionists are so active 
andbustUngand zealous— where his writings and his 
labours are, in words, held in such veneration ; how 
shocked would he be at the glaring inconsistency that 
abounds, in rejecting what his words were plainly in- 
tended to convey, while in writing them he is acknow- 
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ledged to have been inspired by the Spirit of God ? 
Were he, on the Lord's Day, at the hour ^hen so 
many churches, so called, are opened for the ostensible 
purpose of worship and edification, to take a circuit 
through the various denominations by which the name 
of Christ is professedly honoured, would he find their 
worship and their teaching acknowledging and uphold- 
ing the doctrine of the Cross? 

Were he to enter one of those edifices designed for 
the worship of the Socinians' God, and for the pro- 
pagation of Socinian sentiments, would he find the 
preaching of the Cross there? No, he would observe 
their unhallowed hands, tearing from the brow of 
Jesus, ^^his Lord and his God," (John xx. 28) the 
crown of mediatorial glory ; —he would observe them 
denying him the homage which it is the felicity of 
the heavenly host to render ; (Rev. v. 6 to end) — he 
would see them in the face of Scripture, of reason, 
and of common sense, renouncing the atonement as un- 
necessary and blasphemous ; and ^^ counting the blood 
of the covenant wherewith he was sanctified," and 
vdth which all they who have ^ ^obtained the faith" of 
God's elect are sanctified, ' ^an unholy thing, "and ' ^trod- 
den by them under foot ; " (Heb. x. 29) — he would find 
an assemblage of confessedly guilty beings, pouring 
contempt on the holy character of God, and in oppo- 
sition to the most positive declarations of his word, 
depending entirely upon their own endeavours for his 
favour, and for acceptance with him. These have 
not the gospel; they renounce it as a ^^ cunningly 

6 
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devised fable/' (2 Pet. i. 16) they do not understand 
it — '' the preaching of the Cross is (o them fool- 
ishness!" 

Were he thence to pass into one of those Temj^ 
erected for the purpose of worshipping the God of Bo- 
manists, and for the exhibition of the absurdities of 
their system ; would he find the preaching of the Cross 
there? INo : his discriminating eye would there dis- 
cover no affinity to the heaven-bom church of Christ , 
but his spiritual judgment would detect therein a 
denial of the divinity of the Lord Jesus, even as 
among the others, by attributing to the Son of Grod 
a work imperfect and insufficient — a denial of the aU- 
sufficiencyof the atonement offered up at Calvary, by 
the substitution of other atonements in its room — a 
denial of the all-sufficiency of His mediation^ by their 
multiplying mediators — a denial of the merit of His 
sacrifice once offered, by their continual pretended 
sacrifices. They do not understand the gospel — it is 
** hidden from their eyes**— the declaration of the pure 
gospel is an offence to them— they esteem ^*the preach- 
ing of the Cross foolishness. " 

Should he come afterwards into some of our Pro- 
testant places of worship, where there is, professedly, 
such horror of Socinianism, and such antipathy to the 
Church of Rome, would he discover the preaching of 
the Cross there? Blessed be God he. would in some 
of them : Oh ! that it were sounded forth in all ! But 
in others, alas ! in too many he would hear from the 
pulpits what decidedly contradicted the word read in 
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the services ; he would hear orations read^ in which the 
name of Jesus was mentioned only in the closing sen- 
tence; his heart would be frozen with cold and barren 
essays on moral duties, which duties, while the reader 
was frigidly delivering, his heart would be witnessing 
that every man knows he ought to perform. — My 
friends, we do not so much require to be told what 
we ought to do, or what avoid, as to possess a principle 
whereby we shall be enabled to ^ ^ do the will of God 
from the heart : " and this principle never yet has been, 
and never will be implanted, by mere abstract details 
of duties. — He would hear sermons which the infidel 
Antichrist might and would deliver ; which a Roman- 
ist would preach or listen to without offence ; which 
a heathen priest might have delivered before the altar 
of ''Xhe unknown God" that the Apostle was afflicted 
to see erected in the city of Athens. They who preach, 
and they who are satisfied with, such discourses are 
wholly ignorant of the gospel ; ^^ their understandings 
are darkened'' — the announcement of salvation through 
the obedience unto death of Jesus, irrespective of their 
duties, is a mystery to them — the preaching of the 
Cross is to them likewise, foolishness ! f 

One common principle actuates all these— it is 
Pharisaism! The Pharisee cannot understand how 
God can be just and yet the justifier of the un- 
godly who believe in Jesus, independently of their 
ovm works : (Rom. iii. 26) — he abandons the senti- 
ment as absurd and licentious — as not only contrary 
to right reaspn, but mischievous to society. And who 

6* 
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is the Pharisee, but he who is not satisfied to rest all his 
hopes for salvation exGhisively upon the finished work 
of Jesus : —who desires still ^^ to go about to establish 
his own righteousness, and submits not himsdf unto 
the righteousness of God" (Rom. x. 3) — who grounds 
his expectation of divine favour upon something in his 
own character and conduct, which makes a diflference 
betv^en him and others. (Luke xviii. 11.) It is not 
necessary to suppose such a person to be a hypocrite or 
insincere; —he may be perfectly sincere and conscien- 
tious ; and he may verily believe that his church-going, 
and sacrament-receiring, and prayer-repeating, and 
alms-giving, and earnestness, and self-denial^ and 
amiability, etc. wiH recommend him to the gracious 
notice of God ; snd he may perseveringly pursue that 
object by such means;— but his sincerity can never 
make of a lie, the truth : —his earnestness and oonsciai- 
tieus zeal can never alter the purpose of Jehovah, 
whose way of shewing mercy is distinctly specified, — 
and ^^let God be true, though ev^ man cm earth be 
proved a liar! " (Rom. iii. 4. ) Such a character is igno- 
rant of the gospel — it is hidden from his understand- 
ing— for the plain and obvious import of the gospd, 
when understood is, that Christ kath reconciled sin- 
ners unto God by His works .--that Christ is *^made 
of God" unto the sinner who believeth, "wisckMB, sand 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption." 
( 1 Cor. i. 30. j He is angry at the exclusion of his own 
works from any place in procuring the pardon of hk 
ofifenees; and the apostihes (if this be their meaning) 
are in his eyes false witnesses. Salvation, independent 
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of personal wcH'thiness, is monstrous in his estima- 
tion; he deems ^^the preaching of the Cross foolish- 
ness." 

Again. The {^reaching of the Cross is not mider- 
stood, and is esteemed foolishness, 

2. When it is not viewed as affording every thing 
the sinner needs - gratuitously. 

In this req)ect, tikewise, how little is the precious 
^^ Gospel of the grace of God" understood, even by 
some whose discourses are embellished with the pre- 
cious terms, grace, sovereign, jdenteous; who vnll 
likewise speak of the freeness, the fulness, and th^ 
perfection of the Gospel. How often is it proclaim- 
ed, as a blessing designed for the penitent^ who are 
represented as alone qualified to receive it. Permit 
me to call your attention, my friends, to the com- 
mission which the apostles received from the Lord 
Jesus ; and let me ask you, solemnly, is it right, in 
the sight of God, to specify a character for those to 
wh<Hn his message of mercy is to be announced, which 
has not been described by God himself —^^ Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the Gospel to every crea- 
ture T' (Mark xvi. 15.) It is an awful darkening 
of counsel— it is an awful betrayment of the Mindness 
of nature— it is an awful discovery of spiritual igncMr- 
ance, when any qualification whatsoever is declared 
necessary to be had, in order to justify any of our 
apostate race, to believe the Gospel. If there be one 
in this assembly who has believed a gospel which 
he conceives is addressed to Penitents^ be has believed 
a false gospel, and not that which brings mercy nigh 
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to sinners^ to the ungodly; (I Tim. i. 15; Rom. v. 6) 
and if any one be trusting in a Christ, which he thinks 
is revealed in such a gospel, he is trusting in a false 
Christ, and not in that precious Saviour, who died 
for the ''unjust^ that he might bring them to God.'* 
(1 Pet. iii. 18.) That no man is saved without 
scriptural repentance, is affirmed, and is the truth 
of God ; but that repentance is essentially dilTerent 
from what such persons call penitence ; and that even 
repentance in its true, scriptural impcHt, neither 
qualifies for the belief of the Gospel, nor renders the 
possession of Gospel benefits more secure, is equally 
God's truth, and will, by every lover of the majesty 
of Christ, and of the human soul, be strenuously 
maintained. 

A passage in the 55th of Isaiah is oila:i urged 
as specifying aqualificationpreliminaryto the reception 
of the" glad tidings ; but he who reads the passage 
under the teaching of the Spirit of truth, perceives not 
any character described, but what is borne by every 
son and daughter of Adam. **Ho! every one that 
t hirst eth,'' saith the prophet in the first verse. It is 
asserted that they only are privileged to consider them- 
selves addressed by this language, who are thirsting 
after God — who are earnestly seeking and desiring him. 
But what saith the prophet? — such persons are thirst- 
ing **for that which satisfieth 72(7/," as we read in 
the next verse. If it were a "thirsting Si^rrighteous- 
ncssy" the promise is, that **they shall be filled;'* 
(Matt. V. 6:) but this thirsting marks the character 
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of those who are desirous of that which can never yield 
them solid satisfaction. It describes the whole family 
of mankind J as eagerly pursuing that which each 
calls happiness; and the language of the prophet is a 
glorious, as it is a gracioiis, announcement of the 
infinitely free salvation of the Lord Christ, witlwut 
previous qualification or attainment. So that, how- 
ever he maybe employed' — whether seeking enjoyment 
in those paths which society deems honourable , or 
in those upon which society has deservedly affixed 
a brand of infamy— whether the pursuit be reputable 
or base—there is in the proclamation, that which will 
give to every man who believes it, immediate and pre- 
sent satisfaction, without reference to what he w, or 
what he shall become. A passage in the 1 1th of Matthew 
is similarly misapplied— the *' weary and heavy-laden,'' 
in the 28th verse, being supposed to describe those, 
who having undergone some deep distress of mind^ 
and labouring under the alarming conviction of sin^ 
are consequently (according to the views of those per- 
sons) privileged to come to Christ. But the passage 
^yeaks nothing about conviction— il merely describes 
the state of those for whose deliverance and rest Christ 
came. It is not a description of those who feel them- 
sdves '' weary and heavy-laden,'' more than of those 
who ** being past feeling, have given themselves over 
unto, lasciviousness to work all undeanness with gree- 
diness." (Eph. iv. 19.) It embraces in its compre- 
hensive import all the inhabitants of earth ; who, 
however conscious they be of transgression —however 
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afamied by reasoo of some recent enormity ^dbereoC 
tber maT have been eaiky; or bowe?er insenaUe 
tothe evil of their doii^5 and conscience-seared they 
he, bear upon their persons a tremendous weight of 
fln, which, unless remoYcd by the power of theCrt»- 
pel of Christ will sink both soul and body into 
efcrbstii^ ruin. 

What would the Gospel be if it were not free?— 
suppose it to provide ^*wisdom" for the ignorant, 
^^ri^iteousness" for the guilty, '^sanctification" for the 
comqit, and ^ ^redemption" finr the lost : yet were not 
these blessings communicated graiuiiouify to the sin- 
ner—were not the jNTodamation addressed to him as 
A siHUER, independently of his penitence or oonvic- 
tions, it would be no gospel at alL For remember , 
what is the Gospel? but the glad tidings of iniquity par- 
dcmed, and sin covered : the gracious message of recon- 
ciliation : the divine proclamation c^ atonement made 
by the death of Christ : of righteousness wrought by the 
obedience of Christ : the joyous declaratitm that Christ, 
who knew no sin, has been made sin for those who 
were nothing but sin, that they might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him 1 in a word, that Christ 
is in the most unqualified sense of the term, A SA- 
VIOUR ! Were it not free , instead of being the glad 
trumpet of the jubilee, sounding * ^ liberty to the cap- 
lives , and the opening of prisons to them that are 
bound," (Isai. Ixi. 1) it would be as ungracious as 
the clanking of hammers in the ears of the prisoner, 
by which his chains were riveted. 
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This may be all esteemed a delusion, or wcHTse — 
but it is the truth of God, and will stand for ever 
and ever. 

The preaching of the Gross is esteemed foolishness, 

When it is not believed ! 

We cannot believe that which we do not understand ; 
but we may understand that which we do not believe. 
There is a possibility of all the truths of the Scriptures 
being imderstood, as propositions , without the mind 
being persuaded that they are trutlis. It is possible for 
a man to sit down to the study of the book of God, as 
the philosopher would sit down to the study of a 
favourite science, with the purpose of making himsdf 
acquainted with its contents ; and he may rise from the 
examination, satisfied that such and such doctrines are 
stated in it, without believing that those doctrines are 
the truth of God. The open infidel appears, in com- 
parison of the merely professing Christian, to be the 
more consistent person. The former understands the 
meaning of the apostles' statements, and candidly avows 
his disbelief : the latter says it is an awful thing to 
entertain Socinian princijdes, (apd so it is ; j — that it 
is a wicked thing to discredit the word of Christ, and 
of his apostjles, (and so it is :) but when Christ testifies, 
^^He that believeth in me shall not perish, but hath 
everlasting li£e i' (John iii. 1 6)'-4ind when the apostle 
testifies^ that salvation is ' ^ by grace^ through faith ; 
and tbajt not of oursdives : it is the giftof God : not ef 
wwks" (Ep, ii, 8, 9)-i-when again, ** in due time 
Christ cUed for the ungodly;'' (Rom. v. 6) and again. 
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** Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners/* 
( 1 Tim. i. 1 5) he endeavom's to evade the force of these 
declarations and to neutralize their plain meaning by 
his false interpretation, and says, nay — to believe is 
surely not sufficient ; nor is faith a peculiar gift of God 
unattainable by works : Christ, saith he, could not have 
come to save sinners simply viewed as such: nor did be 
die for persons actually ungodly j but for those who first 
repent of their sins ; for those who first abandon their 
ungodliness. To such a person, and to every person who 
believes not the declaration of the Gospel, in its plain and 
obvious import, the preaching of the Cross is foolishness. 

Further, the preaching of the Cross is so esteemed. 

When it is not influential. 

I would remari^, that in speaking of what the Gos- 
pel produces^ I am not stating what the Gospel is; and 
this is the rather to be kept in mind, as we observe in 
the statements commonly set forth as the preaching of 
the Cross, that, which is invariably produced by ii 
exhibited as a part of the precious truth itself. No- 
thing can be more distinct. One is the cause, the other 
the effect. And the great error consists in the vain at- 
tempt to confound the superstructure with the founda- 
tion — or, as too frequently occurs, to substitute the one 
for the other. It is commonly urged against the preach- 
ing of ^rflfM//{7Ms salvation, that itleavesmen at liberty 
to live according to their natural propensities : but it 
is a tremendous calumny —unsustained by experience, 
unwarranted by the scriptures of God; for which they 
who advance it will have to answer at the judgment 
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seat of Christ, unless ^^God peradventure givetbem 
a change of mind to the acknowledgment of the truth. " 
(2. Tim. ii. 25.) — Now what saith the scripture? 
^^ we be slanderously reported, and some affirm that 
we say, Let us do evil that good may come — whose 
damnation is just" (Rom. iii. 8.) Is not this enough 
to make the ears of such calumniators tingle, and their 
hearts tremble? And what is the ApostoUc reply to 
such ungodly cavilling? ** Shall we continue in sin 
that grace may abound ? God forbid ! How shall we* 
who have died to sin live any longer therein ?" (Rom. 
vi. 1, 2.) If the mind be persuaded that the things 
testified by the apostles are true, both reason and 
Scripture concur in asserting, that this persuasion 
will have an influence, more or less, upon those who 
give it credit, according to the strength or weakness 
of faith ; and experience is in accordance with the word 
of God, which specifies the nature and extent of this 
influence. 

We read in the fourth chapter of the Acts, that 
* * the multitude of them that beUeved were of one 
hearty and of one mind.'' Such was the energy of 
that bond by which they were associated, that they 
were all as one man — they were animated by the 
**one spirit," were called with the **one calling,** 
possessed the **one hope," had the "one faith," ac- 
knowledged the "one Lord," worshipped the "one 
God," who was reigning in them all, and whose 
image was borne by them all; (Eph. iv. 4—6) and 
that "God, is LOVE." (1 John iv. 16.) There was 
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no supercilious and unchristian distance observed 
towards any member of the body— no shrinking frmn 
acknowledging those who were ^ ' inheritors of the 
same glory to be revealed"— no carelessness evinced 
by those who were abounding in means by which the 
temporal or spiritual welfare of their brethren could 
be promoted, towards such as stood in need of either. 
No : love reigned in their bosoms; and if one.member 
suffered, the body sympathized— if one member was 
in distress, the body supplied his wants. Oh ! where 
is this spirit now? Is ^^Ichabod" to be inscribed 
upon our churches? My friends, wherever the Gospel 
is understood and believed as the record of redeeming 
love, these effects will be in some degree apparent. 
^^ Neither said any of them that aught of the things 
which he possessed was his own, but they had all 
things common : neither was there any among them 
that lacked ; for as many as were possessed of lands 
or houses, sold them, and brought the prices of the 
things that were sold, and laid them at the apostles' 
feet, and distribution was made to every man, ac- 
cording as he had need." (Acts iv. 32, 34, 35.) It 
is not to be inferred firom this passage, that no in- 
dividual bad any possession which he could call his 
own : or that there was such a community of goods, 
that all the property of each member was taken out 
of his own power, and that he could not do with it 
what he would. The reply of Peter to Ananias, and 
the addresses to the Hich in the apostolic epistles, re- 
crognise the principle of individual property, and 
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abolish the common notion of an actual community 
of goods. In a moment of excitement any man mig^t 
be induced to make such a surrender of his property 
— and as soon as the excitement subsided he mi^ 
heartily repent of his deed ; but that which is here 
q[M)ken of is the constant residt of an aUding principle 
— a principle which overcomes man's natural selfish- 
ness; which inclines and constrains him to love those 
who love Christ: and the possession of means by 
some, of which others are in want, gives occasion Car 
the expression of those holy affections by which faith 
is manifested and God is glorified. The spirit of this 
description is, that each who was possessed of houses 
or lands, considered himself possessed for the common 
good ; and bound, as he was privileged, to administer 
to the wants of his poorer brethren : and so powerfiil 
was the love which constrained them, that when 
(^portunity offiered for its display, they cheerfully and 
voluntarily parted with what was valuable^ and not 
merely superfluous^ to prevent any member firom 
being destitute. 

But further, the gospel exerts an influence oiver 
the lives and conversations of those who believe it — 
notmerely in those particulars which come under pub- 
lic observation — but in those whereof no human eye 
can take cognizance : not only in the church, but in 
the world — not only in the closet, but in the domestic 
cirde also. Does the gospel nullify the practice of good 
works? No — as long as redeeming love possesses il» 
native eftei^gy — as long as it is written in the charter 
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of her blessings ' ' which God hath before ordained that 
we should walk in them" (Eph. ii. 10) so long will 
the redeemed of the Lord be a * ^peculiar people, zea- 
lous of good works;" (Tit. ii. 14) so long will they 
** put off the old man, which is corrupt, according to 
the deceitful lusts ; and put on the new man, which 
after God, is created in righteousness and true holi- 
ness." (Eph. iv. 22, 24.) Shew me the man whose 
confession of faith is marked with Apostolic accuracy, 
who is nevertheless yet wholly unhumbled and unsub- 
dued — a slave to his passions — worldly in his spirit 
and in his habits — indulging an ungovernable tem- 
per — impatient — and self-willed— and you will pre- 
sent a man who lies against the Holy Ghost-- who is 
yet ^4n the gall of bitterness and in the bonds of ini- 
quity" — who as yet ** hath neither part nor lot in the 
matter." (Acts viii. 21, 23.) To all who are destitute 
of an expression of its sacred influence, such as we 
have described, '^ the preaching of the Cross is fool- 
ishness, " 

And what is their condition? The Scripture saith, 
* ' the preaching of the Cross is to them that perish 
foolishness. " They perish ! The Apostle is not pro- 
nouncing the final and irrevocable doom of those who 
having once and again heard the gospel testimony, 
reject it, without a possibility of their receiving **a 
change of mind to the acknowledgment of the truth" 
at any subsequent period — but taking this in con- 
nexion with what the Apostle declares in the second 
Epistle to this church, (2 Cor. iv. 3) ^^Ifour gospd 
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be hid, it is hid to them that are lost'* — and this again, 
in connexion with what the Lord says in Luke's Gos- 
pel, (Luke xix. 1 0) ^'The Son of man is come to seek 
and to save that which was tost"— we can perceive, 
that it is a description of the present condition of those 
"who do esteem the preaching of the Cross foolish- 
ness," and assuredly will be the future and everlasting 
destiny of all who remain blind to its nature, its im^ 
port, and its glory. It is in reference to their rejection 
of the gospel testimony that Paul, addressing the Jews 
at Antioch, says, ** Behold ye despisers; and wonder, 
and perish.'' (Acts xiii. 41.) And in reference to the 
effects produced by the preaching Christ's gospel, he 
says to the Corinthians, '^that to those who perish," 
the Apostles are (that is, their witness is) '^ a savour of 
death unto death. " (2 Cor. ii. 16.) And accounting for 
the awful end of those who are deluded by him '* who^e 
coming is after the working of Satan, with all power 
and signs, and lying wonders, and with all deceive- 
ableness of unrighteousness," which end is, that they 
'' perish" he says " because they received not the love 
of the truth that they might be saved." (2 Thess* ii. 9, 
10.) And what intimation doth the word of God afford 
us respecting the import of this term— hear ! ** who 
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power. " 
(2 Thess. i. 9.) 

My friends, this is a ti'emendous, yet accurate des- 
cription of the state wherein all who esteem "the 
preaching of the Cross foolishness," are placed— a state 
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in which the Church of God is by nature, and for 
their recovery from which the Gospel has been given, 
and the preaching of it among the nations appcnnted. 
O ! that it may not, at this time, be testified amoi^t 
you in vain! May the Spirit of demonstration be 
vouchsafed, in order to its proving to your souls the 
vnsdom and the power of the living God! — ^and to 
your experiencing it to be ^Hhe savour of life unto 
life" eternal ! 

We are now to consider, and briefly, 

III. In what respect the preaching of the Cross is 
the power of God to those who are saved. 

By effectually removing every obstade which a 
brdLen law, and a corrupt nature jNresent to the sinner's 
return unto God. 

The consciousness of guilt, to which no man is a 
stranger ; and the experience of corruption vnth which 
every man is familiar, raise insuperable barriers be- 
tween the soul and God. Guilt incurred by trans- 
gression, and corruption inherited from the first 
Adam, — guilt heightened, and corruption strengthen- 
ed by long acquaintance vnth sin, stand as a great 
gulph between earth and heaven : and as the sinner 
casts his eye athwart it, fearfolness and trembling take 
possession of his soul. To silence the accusation and 
to qudl the alarms of conscience, Sinai ndls its sullen 
thunders without effect; the lightnings of divine in- 
dignation in vain flash before the eyes of the children 
of disobedience —the voice of God, in the law with 
awful majesty, in vain enjoins confcnrmity to his dread 
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commands : they who heard tliat voice, and saw those 
lightnings, and Ustened to those thmiders, could not 
bear the sound and sought a mediator — for '^ God is 
a consuming 6re." (Deut. v. 22 to 29.) To the 
law, in vain the sinner turns for peace to his con- 
science — for deliverance from the bondage of corrup- 
tion — for reconciliation with God. In vain taketh he 
refuge from the wrath to come in any human device ; 
every refuge, save the hope set before us in the Gospel, 
will be found to be ^*a refuge of lies. " (Isai xxviii. 1 5, 
17.) And every one who resorts to them will be '*even 
as when an hungry man dreameth, and behold, he 
eateth; but heaw'aketh, and his soul is empty : or as 
when a thirsty man dreameth and behold he drinketh ; 
but he awaketh, and behold he is faint, and his soul 
hath appetite." (Isai. xxix. 8.) Instead of finding rest 
to his spirit and quiet satisfaction to his soul there- 
from, they will prove as '* the bed which is shorter 
than that a man can stretch himself on it; and as the 
covering that is narrower than that he can wrap him- 
self in it." (Isai. xxviii. 20.) 

My friends, what the law could not do in that it was 
weak through the flesh— God hath done, by sending 
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin. 
And the ' 'sword of Jehovah having been drawn against 
the man who is his fellow," (Zech. xiii. 7) the law 
baving been magnified and made honourable by his 
subjection to it — God may be just while he justifieth 
the ungodly. The law impleads now without injury ; 
conscience charges without inspiring despair; the 

7 
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accuser of the brethren challenges to no purpose; lall are 
silenced by the word of God, and overcome by the 
testimony of Jesus. The preaching of the Cross then is 
' ^ the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
beUeveth," (Rom. i. 16) for it provides such a per- 
son with an aUsufJicient atonement— it furnishes him 
with a righteousness commensurate to the last jot and 
tittle of the law — and sheds abroad in his heart the 
love of God by the Holy Ghost which is givai unto 
him — and now to any man who is persuaded of the 
truth of the Gospel message — to whom the Father hath 
made known his covenant character, which character 
the preaching of the Cross alone displays — to him who 
believeth that ^^ Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners/* there is brought nigh every require- 
ment for entering into friendship wdth God— every 
thing necessary for the abolition of all guilt, and for 
effecting purity of conscience : and now he can testify, 
and he will testify with joy and thankfulness, that ^^the 
preaching of the Cross is the power of God to those 
who are saved." 

Brethren are these things so? Have you realized 
divine teaching opening your understandings to know 
the precious gospel of the Son of God, the good tidings 
of great joy — and has it filled you with peace and joj' 
in believing? Remember, the world watches for your 
halting — when your foot slippeth it will magnify itself 
against you — Remember your own weakness and the 
almightiness of your Jesus ! You can do all things 
through him who strengtheneth you — ** Approve your- 
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selves theSons of God ; ** shew forth the praisesof hun, 
who hath called you out of darkness into his marvel- 
lous light ;" let it be manifest whose you are, and whom 
you desire to serve. ' *Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly ; in all wisdom teaching and admonishing 
one another ; in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs 
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. '* Shew 
that the gospel you profess is indeed the power of God 
to deliva* you from this present evil world, and to ena- 
ble you to walk with God in reverence and godly fear. 
Do I address any who esteem the preaching of the 
Cross foolishness — my feUow-sinners, that which you 
so despise is the wisdom of God— it is that by which 
alone you can become acquainted with God — with 
yourselves — with real happiness — by which alone you 
can be dehvered from the wrath to come. Your pre- 
sent condition is terrific ! Is the man who has fallen 
asleep on the brink of a precipice ready to perish? Is 
the criminal, upon whom sentence of death lias been 
pronounced, and whose execution is fixed for the mor- 
row, ready to perish? — Is the child inhumanly cast out 
from parental care, and exposed to the inclemency of 
the elements, ready to perish? You are equally so — 
yea, more— Providence might so order the fall of him 
who is asleep on the precipice's brink, that he escape 
with his life — the criminal might, in the interim be- 
tween the passing of his sentence and the period ap- 
pointed for its execution, receive a pardon ; and the 
natural ferocity of the brute animals might be conveit- 
ed, by an overruling God, into kindliness of feeling, 
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and supply the place of a parent to the child. If you 
die as you live, strangers to the Gospel of Christ, you 
perish. Hearken, then, my friends, to the testimony 
of the Lord; "Hear and your soul shall Uve." This is 
the command of God, that ye beUeve upon his Son Je- 
sus Christ— who came into the world to save sinners. 
"There is none other name under heaven, given among 
men, whereby ye must be saved" — "Believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ,'' saith his accredited ambassador^ 
and "ye shall be saved. "(Acts xvi. 31.) 



JUSTIFICATION. 



^^ Ye see then haw that by vsorka a man is justified, and not 

by faith only." 

Jambs ii. 2A. 



It is the recorded and deliberate judgment of one, 
whose memory ought to be dear to every lover of di- 
vine truth, and whose sayings should be held in high 
estimation by every participator of divine light, that 
'' if the article of justification be lost, then is all true 
Christian doctrine lost with it; and he makes the hold- 
ing or rejecting of this truth, to be the test of a stand- 
ing or of a fallen Church. This saying of the indefati- 
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gable and indomitable Luther is true : ^hose judgment 
in this matter perfectly accords with the oracles of 
God : and all who have been instructed in the school 
of Christ will doubtless agree with this Reformer, that 
there is nothing, connected with divine truth, so ne- 
cessary evermore to be urged upon the consideration 
of man, as this doctrine, because of the natural repug- 
nance of the mind to hold it firmly in its legitimate 
import. The world hates it, and always misrepresents 
it. The Devil hates it, and labours to overthrow it ; 
and when foiled, too often succeeds in his eflforts to 
corrupt it. To the world's hatred of it on the one part, 
and to the Devil's corruption of it on the other, are 
to be ascribed all the systems of false religion which 
obtain among men. To this are to be attributed the 
vile calumnies which are either openly heaped upon it 
or covertly entertained to its prejudice— the outcry 
raised against it as being subversive of good conduct, 
and as necessarily setting men at liberty to do as they 
list ; and to this is ascribable the gross and manifestly 
ungodly delusion, that men may be accepted of God in 
virtue of their own actions. No wonder that the 

world bates it, for it is not of the world— it was nei- 

• 

th€ff discovered by its wisdom, nor invented by its in- 
genuity — it discountenances, and condemns the world s 
carelessness, and indifference, and forgetfulness of God, 
and stamps as abominable in His sight, what the 
world highly esteemeth. Bad men hate it, because of 
its uncompromising kaly tendency — sdf-righteousmen 
hate it, because of its unshackled freeness — and worldh 
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wise men hate it, because it brings to nought their 
wisdom, and marks it as ^^foolishness with God** 
(Rom. i. 22; 1 Cor. iii. 19)— they despise it because 
of its unassuming simplicity. Ko wonder the Devil 
should impugn it, for it dismembers his kingdom— by 
the preaching of it his prisoners are emancipated, and 
light is poured in upon those, who during the pe- 
riod of his supremacy were ' ' sitting in darkness and 
the shadow of death." (Luke i. 79.) And will he tame- 
ly suffer this? No : but as he has always employed 
his wiles and craftiness, and the subtleties of a vain 
philosophy, and ^* science, falsely so called," (Eph. iv. 
14; Col. ii. 8; 1 Tim. vi. 20) with which he infects 
the minds of his subjects, he will still with all his energy 
use them, to overthrow, or to eradicate, or to corrupt 
the precious doctrine of Justification by faitli only. 

Yet, when we consider the world's hatred of this 
doctrine, and the opposition it meets on every side, 
how strangely infatuated and inconsistent, according 
to human judgment, do men appear, when it is the 
most precious, the most suitable, the most animating 
that ever yet was presented to the contemplation of fallen 
man. That they who are shut out from the Scriptures of 
God should reject it, is no wonder — that a vitiated and 
deadly system misnamed Christianity should reject it, 
is no wonder — but that they who profess to enjoy the 
light of the divine word, and to belong to reformed 
Churches should deny it, is indeed a wonder; since 
this truth is the very essence of the word of God : 
it is '' the jewel of the reformation" — the point upon 
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which that mighty revolution hinged— in defence of 
which martyrs bled and bm'ned—and by the revival 
of the preaching of which, its long-doomed desolation 
is rolling upon the seat of the beast; and in this 
our day, his kingdom is convulsed to its very centre ; 
the awful '* consumption by the spirit of the Lord s 
mouth," which is prophesied to take place before 
the final destruction of every Antichristian system 
with the brightness of Jesus* coming. (2 Thess. ii. 8.) 

This is to be the subject of our present discourse — 
and I have selected the passage which I read from the 
Epistle by James, with the intent to shew the perfect 
harmony that subsists upon this momentous matter 
between him and hi&brethren Apostles; and the rather, 
because this very text is commonly quoted by the 
maintainers of Arminian heresy, for the purpose of 
neutralizing that precious doctrine of Justification by 
faith only, which one of our own articles expressly, 
and in the true spirit of the divine word declares, to 
be most wholesome, and very full of comfort. (Art . xi. ) 

Let us consider, 

1 . The nature of justification. 

n. How a man is justified. 

IIL How this statement of James is to be under- 
stood, and 

IV. The character of the works to which the 
Apostle alludes. 

And do Thou, God of truth ! so teach thy servant, 
that he may speak nothing rashly or unadvisedly with 
his lips ; that all he may say on this subject may bear 
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to be assayed ^^by the law and the testimony;'' and 
may the Spirit, which thou hast promised to guide 
thy people ** into all truth" be present with us now, 
with energy; to give repentance to the acknow- 
ledgment thereof, that this people may receive the truth 
in the love of it, to the glory of thy grace ! 

I beg to call your attention, 

I. To the nature of justification. 

We find the terms '*just" and " justified," applied 
in the Scriptures to God, as God — to Christ, as Me- 
diator and to Man. 

When apphed to God, it is used to signify the un- 
deviating rectitude of the divine proceedings, in all 
the departments of Jehovah's government, whether in 
providence, or grace, or judgment ; so that ''in what- 
soever He docth in the armies of heaven, or among the 
inhabitants of the earth" He is just; and in the gra- 
tuitous remission of the sins of the ungodly who believe. 
He is just; and in the infliction of everlasting pu- 
nishment upon the unbelieving, Hewitt be just — Yea, 
' ' God will be justified in his sayings, and will ovo*- 
come when he is judged." (Rom. iii. 4.) 

When applied to Chrin Jesus as the Surety of sin- 
ners, the Mediator between God and man, it signifies 
the spotless purity of his office-Character, and marks 
his fulfilment of all his covenant engagements - his 
having performed all that the Father had given him 
to do (John xvii. 4)— his having '' magnified the law 
and made it honourable,'* (Isai xlii. 21) by his obe- 
dience unto death. In this sense He is pre-eminently 
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called, ^^the Just One." (Acts iii. 14 ; vii. 52.) and is 
declared to be ^^justiBed in the spirit," (1 Tim. iii. 16.) 
But when apphed to Man— it marks not what he 
is in himself, or has of hinuelf -for the word of God 
saith (and the Scripture cannot be broken) that he is 
'^unjust,** ^'unrighteous,*' thsLi ''none doeth good, no 
not one,"— that "all are gone out of the way"— that 
"all have sinned and come short of the glory of God" 
(Rom. iii. 10, 12, 2Sj— that word dedareth, even 
of those who are received into the divine favour, that 
they are so far from being in themselves Just, that " in 
them, that is, in their flesh dwelleth no good thing :" 
(Bom. vii. 18) yea, so much are even they so, as to 
extort this memorable confession, from, perhaps, the 
most illustrious of the saints of God, ^^The good that 
I would, I do not!" (Bom. vii. 19) and this arising 
not from any physical defect of capacity, but from the 
law of sin that existed in his flesh; nor from any pe- 
culiar rebellion of his own heart against God, for it is 
the experience of all believers. (Gal. v. 17.) But the 
term Just, applied to Man, marks what he becomes by 
grace— he who is justified being viewed by the Eter- 
nal God as though he had no stain of sin — not only so, 
but as possessing a righteousness of character infinitely 
surpassing that, which Adam by transgression lost 
— yea, infinitely beyond the accumulated righteous- 
ness of the angelic intelligences, since it is the right- 
eousness of the Great substituted sacrifice for timers, 
the holiness of the perfect, undefiled, God-man repre- 
sentative of his people, imputed to him. — The obe- 
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dience unto death of Jesus« imputed^ (not imparted, 

as Arminians vainly talk)' constitutes the righteousness 

of him who is accepted of God ; and having this, as a 

possession, and being arrayed in it, as a robe, he is 

justified. Being invested vvith the righteousness of 

God, the sinner to whom this gift is communicated is 

esteemed as ^'complete in Jesus," (Col. ii. 10) he is 

adopted into the family of God — he is drawn by the 

cords of divine love --he holds communion with the 

Father of Spirits— is an heir of the world to come— 

and when his Lord and his God shall appear in His 

glory, he shall be like him, and he shall be with him, 

and he shall reign for ever and ever with Him, who 

had been the unseen object of his supreme affection. 

This is briefly the nature of justification. It embraces 

all the peculiarities of gospel blessings. It is the 

accounting the sinner righteous before God, and 

treating him as such. This may appear marvellous 

in your eyes — undoubtedly it does so in the eyes of 

many — but it is altogether the Lord's doing, and in 

this He shall be eternally justified. 

But a question of great importance meets us here — 

IL How is a man justified ? or in other words. 
Through what means is righteousness communi- 
cated ? 

There are but three ways by which it is conceivable 
that this can be effected, either 

By works only, or 

By works and faith together, or 

By faith only. 
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The first of these is a ground, upon which the open 
and avowed infidel alone, dares to take his stand : the 
second is that upon which the world, improperly 
called Christian, most unscripturally rests: and the 
third is that which they alone, who are taught of God 
rejoice to know, and upon which they are eternally 
founded. Now it is not so much to the first, as to 
the second of these classes of persons that I desire 
throughout this discourse affectionately to address 
mysdf. I fed a kind of persuasion, that among those 
who usually compose our congr^tions, there is 
rarely to be found one, so hardy, as to build upoa 
his own works, unmixed and alone, his hopes of 
future happiness; and yet, in this Christ-despising 
age, when talent and erudition unblushingly stand 
forward, and in the face of the oracles of God, endea- 
vour to tear from the brow of my Lord and my God, 
the diadem of essential Deity : when faith in his obe- 
dience unto death, is excluded from the system of 
those who have been driven to invent a new 
Scripture for its support, it may be, that there is even 
now, among us, a poor soul which has drunk in the 
deadly poison of the growing heresy; and I would fain 
arrest his attention to the danger of his present situa- 
tion. I would solemnly implore his candid consi- 
deration of the subjects which shall be brought before 
him ; for undoubtedly, if the Scriptures be true, the 
future destiny of him who dies in unbeliefs rejecting 
the atonement^ is hopeless and apalling, (Mark xvi. 
16; Johniii. 36.) 
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The system of those who think that they shall be 
justified by a mixt process of working and believing, 
is just as erroneous as the former, and equally fatal. 
To the careless and ignorant mind it possesses more 
plausibility ; but to him who weighs religious per- 
suasion in the balance of the sanctuary, it manifests 
the expression of a deceived heart, and is found in 
opposition to the truth of God. It is an unholy con- 
federacy against the King of Grace ; and to the 
Christian philosopher is as absurd in point of sense, as 
it is unsoimd in point of doctrine. It stands a monu- 
ment of man's folly and infidelity, so long as it is 
written — ' ^ if by grace, then it is no more of works : 
otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of 
works, then it is no more of grace : otherwise work 
is no more work." (Romans xi. 6.) 

But they who are taught of God, know assuredly 
that justification is by faith only. And I am very 
anxious to bring forward a detailed evidence of the 
scriptural soundness of this position; as at all times 
the most satisfactory method of counteracting and 
dissipating error, is to exhibit truth in its genuine 
simplicity. And indeed, my friends, we have much 
reason to be thankful to God the Holy Ghost, for the 
great plainness of speech which the sacred writers use 
when treating this subject ; and die mistakes so pre- 
valent about a matter so clearly revealed, are but an 
illustration of that saying of the Spirit of God respect- 
ing the ignorance of the natural man: ^'JN either can 
he know them,'' because they are spiritually discerned 
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(I Cor. ii. 14.) i beg most patient and serious atten- 
tion to the scriptures which I shall now adduce, to 
shew what the will of God is, respecting tlie way by 
which a sinner becomes justified in His sight. 

In the iu*st chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, 
where the Apostle is declaring his reason for not being 
ashamedof the gospelofChrist,hesays, ''it isthepower 
of God unto salvation" — to whom? '' to every one that 
believeth;" " for," he adds, ''therein is the righteous- 
ness of God revealed, from faith to faith," the righteous- 
ness of God which is by faith, revealed for belief, or 
to be believed— and this not a new method now for 
the first time published, but agreeably to the ancient 
plan of Jehovah , " as it is written" by the prophet Ha- 
bakkuk " the just shall^ live by faith." (Rom. L 16, 
17; Hab. ii, 4.) 

Again, in the third chapter, where he is speaking 
of the manifestation of that righteousness which is in- 
dependent of personal obedience to the law ; (since by 
the deeds of the law no flesh shall be justified in his 
sight) he calls it ' ' the righteousness of God which is 
by faith of Jesus Christ unto all, and upon all them 
that believe,'' Here, by setting aside the law, he stu- 
diously excludes the works of man, and shews how this 
justification is consistent with the perfection of God s 
character ; and that he upholds the glory of His name 
while he gratuitously pardons the ungodly, who are 
said to be "justified, freely h^ his grace, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus : whom God hath 
set forth to be a] propitiation, through faith in his 
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blood— that he might be just, and the justiOer of him 
which believeth in Jesus." *' Where is boasting then?" 
asks the Apostle. '' It is excluded -by what law?" Is 
it by the law ' ' of works ?" Nay : but by the law of 
faith. Therefore,, we conclude that a man is justified 
BY FAITH without the deeds of the law. (Rom. iii. 21, 
22, 24, 28.) 

And again in the fourth chapter in which this doctrine 
is illustrated by examples the most striking which the 
ancient scriptures furnish —Paul declares,that ' 'if Abra- 
ham" (on account of whose personal obedience the Jews 
imagined that he was himself accepted, and by virtue 
of which, they supposed thai their nation was received 
into covenant favour,) ''were justified by works, he 
hath whereof to glory ;" (contrary to the divine ordi- 
nance, that none should glory in his presence,) '*but 
not before God; " and he establishes this, not merely 
by reasoning upon this scripture axiom, but by refe- 
rence to the plain words of the scriptures themselves. 
' ' But what saith the scripture ?" Yes, what does it say — 
not what do I say ; not what does this authority or the 
other maintain-^ what is the judgment of this man of 
God, or of that man of God — what is the judgment of 
this body of professing Christians, or of the oth^ — 
but what is revealed in the infallible record of God's 
will? Let the scripture speak. "Abraham," as it is 
written in the book of Genesis, " believed God, and 
it was counted unto him for righteousness," (Gen. xv. 
6. ) He proceeds to argue, and it will be our wisdom 
to take heed, " Now to him that worketh," {iorjusti- 
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fication evidentiy) * ' is the reward not reckoned of 
grace 9 but of debt ;" for what is the reward of grace? 
but that which is bestowed independently of desert^ 
or gratuitously^ for nothing in man ; and what is a 
reward of debt ? but that to which a man becomes 
jmtly entitled, by reason of his rendering service 
that deserves it : this latter is opposed to all the views 
which the divine word affords respecting the infinite 
perfection of Jehovah, and the degraded state of the 
creature ; and therefore he adds, ' ' But to him that 
worketh not, but believeih on him that justifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. " (Rom. 
iv. 4, 5. ) Mark well, my friends, these important 
words, God * ' justifieth the ungodly,'' who work not to 
deserve it, but who believe what he declares upon the 
subject ! Here the subject is farther illustrated by the 
case of David : " Even as David also desciibeth the bles- 
sedness of the man unto whom God imputeth ri^teous- 
ness without works, saying. Blessed are they whose ini- 
quities are forgiven , and whose sins are covered. Blessed 
is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. " 
Could the method of the Divine procedure in the matter 
ofjustification,be more forcibly illustrated? Abraham, 
dignified by the title of ^ ' The friend of God ; (Isai. 41 . 
8, and Jas. ii. 23], and David, who was called the ^^man 
after God's own heart," (1 Sam. xiii. 14) were both 
justified, not by their works, but by faith : they both 
looked for acceptance, not on account of their per- 
sonal righteousness, but on account of righteousness 
imputed — and shall we, having these remarkable 
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examples, seek to be justified in any other way ? Shall 
we, with these recorded testimonies, fly in the face 
of God, and demand him to alter his plan of mer- 
cy? God forbid— Nay, **let God be true" in this re- 
spect, " and every man" who opposes it, whoever he 
be, ** a liar !" (Rom. iii. 4.) Even so, Lord Jesus ! 

In the fifth chapter, the doctrine is thus expressed, 
*^ Being justified by faiths we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ :" and he grounds this 
singular blessing upon the merit of atoning blood, 
(verse 9,) ^'Being novi justified by his blood, we shall 
l3e saved from wrath, through him. For the judgment," 
against mankind at large, ** was by one'* {sin) 
**unto condemnation — but the free gifr precious 
words!— ** is ol many offences unto justification" — 
*'for if by one man's ofiTence death reigned by one, 
much more they which receive abundance of grace (or 
mercy to pardon the **many ofiences" mentioned be- 
fore) and of the gift of righteousness, shall reign in 
life, by one, Jesus Christ. " (Rom. v. 1, 9, 16, 17.) 
Further on, in the ninth and tenth chapters, a most 
important question is answered, and a powerful stum- 
bling-block removed, as connected with this subject ; 
and it comes in, an invincible support against all the 
vain reasoning of men against the perfectly gratuitous 
remission of sin, and the unqualified acceptance of the 
sinner who gives credit to divine testimony. The case 
of the rejection of Israel nationally, and the reception of 
the Gentiles into favour, is urged ; and the moral go- 
vernment of God is vindicated in this particular. Why 

8 
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were the Jews rejected ? They bad many advantages — 
' ' chiefly, they possessed the oracles of God : to them 
pertained the adoption, and the glory, and the covenant, 
and the giving of the law, and thepromises," etc.(Rom. 
ix. 4, 5)— they were particularly selected from all other 
nations— they were blessed with a revelation of Jeho- 
vah's character and plan of mercy— they had a stand- 
ing ministry to instruct them, and occasionally pro- 
phets to warn and encourage them— and yet they were 
rejected ! Why was this ? Let the Apostle answer— JA^y 
made their privileges their ground of hope— m thar 
own observance of the law of ordinances they set their 
righteousnes3 ! for thus he sailh ^^They being igno- 
rant of God's righteousness," — although it was plainly 
revealed — ''and going about to establish their own 
righteousness, submitted not themselves to the right- 
eousness of God" — •' for Christ is the end of the law" 
— the object to which the law points— *' for righteous- 
ness, to every one that betieveth/' Now Israel '• stum- 
bled at this stumbling-stone,"— they followed after the 
righteousness of the law and they attained not unto right- 
eousness— " because they sought it not by faith*' — or 
simply crediting these glad tidings—'* but as it were by 
the works of the law. " (Rom. ix. 30 to end ; and x. 3, 4. ) 
On the other hand, the Gentiles, whose characters as 
men, were notoriously immoral—whose worship as re- 
ligionists, was most awfully gross and abominable — ^who 
had no Scriptures to guide them, no divinely-insti- 
tuted ministry to instruct them, no promises tp cheer, 
no prophets to warn them ; they, whose lives werege- 
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nerally abandoned, and whose deities were wood and 
stone; who took no pains to follow after righteousness 
and who were ignorant of its nature, attained unto 
righteousness!— and wherefore? simply because they 
believed the glad tidings of justification through the 
blood of Jesus; and the righteousness which is by 
faith was imputed to them! 

And that justification is of grace, (or mere mercy 9) 
through faith^ (or simply giving credit to the sacred 
word,) and not of works, nor of faith and works to- 
gether, is shewn in the eleventh chapter; where, ac- 
counting for the preservation of the children of God, 
in Elijah's time, and asserting also a similar purpose 
of deliverance from legal bondage and national destruc- 
tion, as touching them, in his own days, Paul de- 
clares that '^ even at this present time also, there is a 
remnant according to"— what?— their merit above 
their fellows ? their possessing a certain character gra- 
ciously renewed in them? No; but '* according to 
the election of ffrace.'' And ^hdit is his conclusion? 
Oh ! my dear friends, it is ^'worthy of all accepta- 
tion" — " If by grace*' there be a remnant who ai'e not 
included in the general rejection— ''then it is no more 
of works : otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be 
of works then it is no more of grace : otherwise work is 
nomore work. "(Rom. xi. 2-6.) Works and grace can- 
not reign together in the matter of a sinner's justifica- 
tion ; they are everlastingly opposed—they have no har- 
mony in sense— they have no fellowship in fact; and weU 
it is for you and for me, that these things are written* 

8* 
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Oh! but for this gracious declaration which those Scrip- 
tures convey, I. for my own part, must confess that I 
would be overwhelmed with despair, and would have 
nothing before me '^buta fearful looking for of judg- 
ment and fiery indignation." If salvation were not 
wholly and altogether, from first to last, of mere 
mercy, independent of our personal righteousness, and 
frames, and feelings, and characters, and usefulness, 
we should all without exception launch into everlast- 
ing perdition when the tabernacles of our flesh were 
dissolved, and our spirits became liberated from their 
earthly prisons. But ' ' these things are vmtten that 
we might believe, and believing, might have life 
through the name of Jesus. '' (John xx. 31.) 

In connexion with what Paul states in the ninth of 
Romans, I would beg further to call your attention to 
what he writes to the churches of Galatia, in the second 
chapter of his Epistle to them. ' ' We who are Jews by 
nature— (that is, a nation in covenant with the God of 
heaven) —and not sinners of the Gentiles, (who were 
without God in the world) knowing that a man, (whether 
Jew or Gentile) is not justified by the works of the 
law, but by t kef ait k of Jesus Christ , even we (Jews, 
with all our privileges and legal duties ; yea^ Apostles, 
with our heavenly commission) have believed in Je- 
sus Christ, that ive might be justified by the faith of 
Christy and not by the works of the law, (whether 
moral or ceremonial :) for by the works of the law shall 
no flesh be justified." (Gal. ii. 15, 16.) And in the se- 
cond chapter of his Epistle to the Ephesians, he reminds 
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that church that the manifold blessings to the enjoy- 
ment of which they had been quickened, were conveyed 
to them by grace j " for by grace are ye saved, through 
faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, 
not ofworksy lest any man should boast. " (Eph. ii. 8.) 
And once more, to complete the proofs upon this 
head, I refer to the third chapter of Titus, in which 
the Apostle reminds his friend, that he might remind 
''the church over which the Holy Ghost had made 
him overseer," how that they themselves, even as those 
that were without, ^^were also sometimes foolish, 
disobedient, deceived ; serving divers lusts and plea- 
sures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating 
one another" — awful characters! — ^*but," imme- 
diately subjoins the apostle, ^' after that the kindness 
and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, 
not by works of righteousness which we have done, 
but according to his mercy he saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration, and (even the) renewing of 
the Holy Ghost, which he shed on us abundantly, 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour ; that being justified 
by his grace, we should be made heirs according to 
the hope of eternal life- this is a faithful saying." 
(Titus iii. 3-8.) 

If I imderstand these passages aright, and I am 
persuaded that in the application of them which I 
have briejfly suggested, I have the mind of Christ, I 
conclude that a ''man is justified by faith—wilhout 
the deeds of the law ; " and I would just beseech you 
to remark, that this is not my conclusion, but that 
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of the Aposde Paul, in his own words. (Rom. iii . 28 . ) 
Kow there must be a sense in which this saying of 
his is true. But we find James, in the Epistle before 
us, stating, in terms as explicit as those used by Paul, 
that ^ ' a man is justified by works, and not by faith 
only ; " and there must be a sense in which this is true 
likewise. IN ow this is what I proposed to consider in the 
third place. 

III. These statements cannot be different, or the sub- 
jects upon which the Apostles are treating must be 
different; otherwise, there would be war in heaven: 
the kingdom of Christ would be divided against itsdf , 
and therefore could not stand. Men have been guilty 
of very great absurdity, and have propagated opinions 
which strike at the root of real godliness, and have 
poisoned the world with fatally erroneous doctrine, by 
not attending carefully to the subject upon which 
James writes ; for, supposing that he is treating of 
justification in the same sense that Paul has treated it 
in his Epistles, they are forced, in maintaining a 
system of human working and glory, to put one 
apostle in array against another—an inspired penman 
of one portion of the sacred volume, against the in- 
spired penman of another portion ; and consequently, 
the Holy Ghost, under whose inspiration they wrote, 
against Himself! To be consistent, their system 
must discard the writings, either of Paul and Peter 
and John, or of James, as spurious: if the doctrine 
of James be not precisely^ in every respect^ the same 
as that taught by the other apostles, he could not have 
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been moved by the Spirit of Christ to publish it : or if 
his doctrine (in the sense of Arminians) be the doc- 
trine of God, then Paul and Peter and John were, to 
say the least, fallible men. It is, however, evident, 
that if all were taught by the Holy Ghost, the faith 
they published was the same faith ^ and the tendencies 
of that faith, its legitimate tendencies, are the same. But 
they are not treating of justification in the same sense ; 
and a consideration of the context is sufficient to satisfy 
an inquirer that they are not. Paul treats of the mode by 
which an ungodly sinner becomes accounted righteous 
before God— is justified ; and he distinctly states, as we 
have seen, that it is gratuitously through faith in Christ 
Jesus— that God justifieth the ungodly without works^ 
before they he done^ and independently of them; and 
this saying is faithful, and worthy of the acceptation of 
every man who hears it: it is the very key-stone of 
Christianity--there is no Christianity without it : it is 
the rock upon which the weary and heavy-laden find 
rest— it is the wine and the milk, which they who 
have no money buy, ' " without money and without 
price." It ought to be observed, and I beg you will 
remember, that Paul was not singular in preaching 
this truth ; and yet many' are to be foundj who do 
not hesitate to assert, that this great Apostle stands 
alone in promulging unconditional salvation : it was 
the theme upon which the prophets loved to dwell — 
it formed the distinguishing feature of all our Lord's 
addresses to the unconverted — it was the chord of the 
celesUal harp, which vibrated to the enraptured touch 
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of all tbe Lord s aposdes. The soundness of every 
essay and discourse addressed to sinners^ or to saints, 
is to be tried by this touchstone. Oh ! it is a very 
thunderbolt against all self-righteousness ! 

James says, however, ^ ' You see, then, how that 
by works a man is justified, and not by faith only." 
I verily am persuaded that James vnt)te under the 
self-same inspiration which informed the minds and 
guided the pens of his brethren : they spake ^& they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost — so did he : and I 
receive this saying of his as most true. I am also 
fully pes^uaded, that it cannot be interpreted rightly, 
if it be understood in a diffetoit sense, (»r be brought 
forward to estabUsh a different doctrine from that so 
strenuously inculcated by Paul, by the prophets, and 
by the Lord of prophets and apostles. The student 
of the divine word is therefore constrained when he 
meets this statement, to ei^amine the context with the 
most jealous scrutiny, to discover how it will accord 
with the most salutary, and comfortable, and holy 
doctrine of justification by faith only ; and to me it is 
as plain as demonstration can make it, that so far 
from contradicting Paul, James holds up his brother's 
hands, confirming and strengthei>ing this precious 
truth, which shines throughout the Scriptures of 
God, ** as apples of gold in pictures of silvor." (Prov. 
XXV. 1 1.) I find him asserting the doctrine of justifi- 
cation by faith, and another justification in addition 
to it— not in the sight of God, but in the sight of 
man-- not a justification unto life, but of life — not 
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opposed to the former, but confirmativy of it — not 
going hand in hand with the former, in order to com- 
plete it, but resulting from it, in order to evidence 
its existence. 

Concerning that which is before God, man cannot 
see it ; it is a transaction between God and the indi- 
vidual's soul; it is suspended, in a certain sense, upon 
giving credit to a testimony of divinely qualiOed wit- 
nesses, to the fact of the Lord Jesus' death and resur- 
rection for the remission of sins, and justification of 
his people. The knowledge of this stupendous display 
of mercy, is what a stranger doth not intermeddle 
with. ^^ The Lord knoweth them that are his,'' (2 Tim. 
ii. 19) and He graciously signifies to them their ^^ ac- 
ceptance in the Beloved," ^^by the demonstration of 
the Spirit, " in and by * ' the word of the truth of the gos- 
pel. " This is not a matter which can come under the 
cognizance of man — it is between the sinner and Jeho- 
vah ! and he who has this testimony cannot be deceived. 
Concerning that, however, of which James here 
speaks, it is a matter of which man can take cogni- 
zance, and more, he must do so : and I request you to 
turn with me to the commencement of this subject, 
in his second chapter, and give me again a patienthear- 
ing, while I endeavour to direct your attention to the 
grand points of his argument 

James, from the 1 4th verse, to the end of the second 
chapter, demonstrates the vanity of a mere profession 
of Christian doctrine, and explains how the possession 
of divine truth is to be distinguished from a heartless, 
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that is, an ignorant acknowledgment thereof. ^^ What 
doth it profit, my brethren/' saith this man of God, 
^^ though a man sat he hath faith, and have not works'' 
— observe, a great deal of the force of this passage rests 
upon this little word, ** SAY" — ''though a man say 
he hath faith, and have not works; can faith," — can 
this faith, this saying he hath faith — this mere profes- 
sion that he beUeves the peculiar truths of the sacred 
word, ''save him?" Surely not : you will not find it 
written in the whole Bible, that the saying a man has 
faith, is accompanied with salvation; but you do find 
it distinctly and solemnly affirmed, yea, attested on 
the authority of God, that he who possesses the faith 
of Jesus Christ, "is passed from death unto Hfe," "is 
delivered from condemnation," "is saved ;" and soon- 
er shall "heaven and earth pass away," than God 
shall fail to fulfil his promises of pardon and acceptance 
to every one who does indeed hold the faith in since- 
rity ; for " God is not a man that he should lie, nor the 
son of man that he should repent " The inutility of 
siich a mere profession is illustrated in the following 
verses, in a way that carries conviction to every mind, 
and makes a powerful impression upon the feelings 
of our nature. " If a brother or sister be naked, and 
destitute of daily food, and one of you Sy^Y unto them, 
depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled ; notwith- 
standing ye give them not those things which be need- 
ful to the body ; what doth it profit?" Here again, 
I would particularly press upon your attention, the 
force of the word * 'say. " If a Christian brother or sister 
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M^ho professed to believe the gospel you acknowledge 
— to have the same hopes built upon the same foun- 
dation — and to be fellow-pilgrims with you to the 
heavenly country — if such a one, in a state of poverty 
and helplessness, were to make known his distressing 
situation to you, and you, apparently belonging to the 
same body, professing to be animated by the same 
spirit, expecting the same glory in the fulness of time 
to be revealed, and having it in your power to admi- 
nister relief, were with all the appearance of pity, and 
all the language of compassion, to put that poor bro- 
ther or sister off, with a mere expression of sentiment, 
with a mere saying — " be ye warmed and filled,'* 
what would it profit ? Would it warm the naked or 
feed the hungry ; or would it satisfy the poor appli- 
cant of the sincerity of your professed regard? Surely 
not. What would be the persuasion of your mind, 
respecting the attachment of that professed friend, 
who, with all the ability necessary to supply your 
wants, would say to you, in your distress, ** my dear 
friend, I really feel for your situation, and with all my 
heart wish you to be reUeved," and relieved you not, 
would you believe him ? Surely you would not : there 
would be no profit in his canting prty — there would 
be no evidence of his sincerity. '*Even so," adds the 
Apostle, " faith," the mere saying a man believes, 
*4f it have not works, is dead, being' alone. "A mere 
profession will be unaccompanied by the genuine fruits 
of the vital principle of godliness ; and being so, will 
he evidenced to be dead, and profitless. Now, James 
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goes on to shew HOW the reality of a man s professed 
belief can be ascertained : ^^ Yea, a man may say^, thou 
hast faith, and I have works : SHEW me" — here again, 
remark the stress which must be laid on the word 
**.«A«»"— '• SHEW me ihy faith without thy works, 
and 1 will $hew thee my faith by my works. " Here is 
the test of the professor's sincerity. Is there any way, 
one may say, by which you can satisfy me that you do 
truly believe what you profess— you affirm that you 
believe the gospel ; how shall I know that you are not 
an impostor ? What does your faith produce — what 
eCTect has it upon your mind, your spirit, your life, 
your conversation? are your views of God, of Christ, 
of sin, as obscure or as confused as ever ? Are you as 
worldly as ever, as ungodly as ever? Your own mere 
assertion can never be an evidence to me of your posses- 
sing the faith of God's elect, if in conversation with 
you, you cannot give a scriptural reason of the hope you 
pretend to have ; and if upon sufficient opportunity I 
find it unattended by the fruits of God's spirit. ^ ^ By 
their fruits ye shall know them," is as true of private 
Christians, as of teachers. Such a faith is nothing 
better than that of devils : it may be the confes^on of 
what is in itself the truth of God ; but like their ac- 
knowledgment of the unity of the divine essence, it 
leaves the man just as he was before. 

The Apostle proceeds to give an example in support 
of this kind of evidence, and he says, ^^Was not 
Abraham our father justified by woi^ks, when he had 
offered Isaac his son upon the altar ?'' Now, you may 
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read in the 1 5th chapter of Genesis, that Abraham 
was accounted righteous, or justified, long before the 
transaction occurred to which James alludes. You 
will find this venerable Patriarch called by God from 
the land of the Chaldees, going forth in obedience to 
the divine command, " from his country, from his 
kindred, and from his father's house, not knowing 
whither he went : " and the Holy Ghost tells you it 
was ''by faith" he did so. (Heb. xi. 8.) You will 
find him not staggmng at the promise of God, when 
in his old age and undei^ the most improbable circum- 
stances Jehovah promised that '' his seed should be as 
the stars of heaven;" and upon this occasion it is 
recorded, ''he believed in the Lord.'' And what is 
the obvious meaning of this ? He was persuaded that 
it would be even as God had said, and ''he counted 
it to him for righteousness. " (Gen. xv. 6. ) And con- 
cerning the offering of Isaac, you will find the Apostle 
to the Hebrews declaring, that it was a work of faith 
— an expression of that principle — a work, by which 
when he was tried, his faith was made manife^ that 
it was wrought by God. So that this instance which 
James brings forward is to shew that Abraham, when 
he proceeded to offer up his only-begotten, in whom 
the promises centered, really possessed the persuasion 
he professed of God's faithfulness ; that he was no im- 
postor ; and by it he stands justified to the world and 
to the Church throughout all ages, as having the 
faith which is of the operation of God. 

Again, the Apostle introduces Rahab's works in 
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Jericho, in the matter of concealing the spies, as an 
illustration of his argument. We all know what her 
character was — that she had no works of morality to 
recommend her— on the contrary, that her manner 
of life was grossly flagitious, and in every respect to 
be condemned ; and the very works to which James 
here refers, what were they, according to the world's 
estimation, and expressed in the world's language, 
but vile treason against her Sovereign, and bloody 
treachery against her fellow-citizens ? Yet these 
works are said to have justified her — Is it before 
God? Was she, by that act of treason, made precious 
in the eyes of Jehovah, who hath said, that ** rebellion 
is as the sin of witchcraft ? " No : but that very act 
justified or evidenced the reality of her belief in the 
God of Israel. She had heard of the Lord's doings 
for the Children of Israel, and she affirmed, that she 
knew that Jehovah had given them the land : and 
when the spies came to her house, she recognized 
Jehovah in his servants, and received them accord- 
ingly.* (Jos. ii. d — II.) Now this act of Rahab 
is also testified by the Spirit of God as being an act 
of faith : (Heb, xi. 31) an act which proved that she 
was really possessed of that principle which she pro- 
fessed in the presence of Jehovah's messengers. What 
shall we say then to these things ? but that they stand 
on record as examples, to shew HOW a man is justi- 
fied to his fellow-men, by works produced by faith, 
and not by a mere profession of faith only. I trust 
that this exposition has commended itself to your 
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judgments : I know that it is in perfect harmony with 
the whole truth of God — I feel satisfied that it is the 
obvious and only legitimate meaning of the apostle's 
argument. 

IV. I shall now consider the character of the works 
to which the Apostle alludes— the works by which 
a man is justified in the sight of his fellow-men, and 
ascertained by the church of Christ to be a believer 
of the Gospel, 

The New Testament writers, when speaking of the 
legitimate effects of believing, describe the faith of 
God's elect as bringing with it Peace with God, 
''being justified by faith, we have peace with God." 
(Rom. V. 1.) This is the only source of true scrip- 
tural peace ; and all efforts to derive peace with God 
from any thing else, or by any other way, serve only 
to plunge the sinner into distresses, doubts, and ha- 
rassing fears, and to drive him farther off from God. 
But to him that believeth, who is persuaded in his 
mind that the things testified by the apostfes are true, 
there is afforded a sofid ground for perfect quiet, be- 
cause it is written, ''He is our peace" — "He hath 
made peace by the blood of his cross " — "He is made 
of God" unto sinners, "wisdom, and righteousness, 
and sanctification, and redemption" — He "hath for 
ever put away sin by the sacrifice of himself" — He 
hath reconciled sinners unto God, "being made sin 
for them, that they might be made the righteousness 
of God in him." (Eph.ii, 14 ; Col.i. 20 ; I Cor. i.30; 
Heb.ix.26;2Cor. V. 21.) 
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Does the child of God want peace under a con-' 
sciousness of guilt? — He remembers, or he should 
remember, that it is written, Jesus Christ ^^ was ma- 
nifested to take away the sins'' of his people; aiMl be- 
lieving it, he has peace. Does he look upon bis 
abiding corruptions? — He remembers, it is written, 
^^ we are complete in Jesus ;" and he has peace in be- 
lieving. Does he contemplate his trials and afflic- 
tions in the world ? — He remembers it is written, 
^^I have overcome the world ;" and he is of good 
cheer in believing. Does his mind dwell upon the 
solemn hour of death— ^nd does nature shrink from 
the separation of the spirit from its earthly tenement? 
— He remembers that it is written^ ** Christ hath 
overcome him that had the power of death, even the 
devil ; " and that •* death" is included in that com- 
prehensive grant, by which all things are his ; and 
he has peace in believing. Or does he think of 
judgment f when the books shall be opened, and when 
the final sentence shall be pronounced upon the un- 
godly?— he entertains no fears, for it is written, 
*' There is no condemnation to them who are in 
Christ Jesus J " and again, "Every tongue that riseth 
up in judgment against them they shall condemn, for 
their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord : " yea, he 
knows that prior to the judgment of the unbelieving, 
he will be acknowledged as one of those, to whom 
' 4t is the Father's good pleasure to give the kingdom ;" 
and that he shall be associated with his Lord, on that 
solemn day, in pronouncing judgment upon men and 
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skiigeb. (1 Cor. vi. 2^ 3.) Friends, can a man be 
persuaded of these things, and not have peace? — 
Impossible. 

But, alas ! the Lord's people are not always in pos- 
sesion of acahnandquiet spirit ; but mourn, at times, 
the absence of peace — and why is this ? They are some- 
times so ^'cast down and disquieted within them," 
as to think that *'Grod hath forgotten to be gracious^ 
and that he hath for ever shut up his tender mercies. " 
I speak this to your shame. Know you not that the 
peace of God is perfect, irrevocable, everlasting - the 
reward, the stipulated reward of the obedience unto 
death of Jesus, and of that only : and do you question 
the veracity of Jehovah, and the value of Immanud's 
works, because you are faint hearted, and find that you 
carry about you a body of sin? Away, my brethren, 
with this unbelief. But shall I tell you what probably 
conduces to deprive you of comfort ; what probably 
has banished the heavenly dove from your breast? 
And here I desire distinctly to be understood, as ad- 
dressing myself exclusively to those, who by grace are 
made partakers of the hope of the Gospel — who have 
beai bom again of the Spirit, in beUeving the record 
which God hath given of his Son —for they only can 
understand or profit by what I now say. Beloved bre- 
thren, you have forgotten that you have been * * purged 
from your old sins" (2 Pet. i. 9j — you have '* let 
slip the things which you have heard;" (Heb. ii. 1) 
and what has been the consequence ? Search and see 
whether the unbappiness and want of comfort you 

9 
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lament at times, arise not from negligoiceand unwatch- 
fulness, occasioned by this forgetfulness, this looking 
off from Jesus. Has the sacred word, your blessed char- 
ter of hope, been perused as carefully as you might 
have read it ?— Has your soul sought communion with 
your Father — your own, pecuUar, purchased, privi- 
lege — as perseveringly as you might have sought it? 
Or has your separation from the world, which is your 
dignity, and to which you have been called, been as 
entire and uncompromising as it ought to be? If the 
word be neglected, or but formally consulted — if 
prayer be not the habit of your spirit — if worldly society 
be mixed with — if worldly occupations be pursued, 
when there existed no providential reason for entering 
into such society, or being engaged in such occupations ; 
no wonder that your peace be interrupted, and your 
spiritual constitution sickly. But how should I coun- 
sel you— how should I. reason with my ovm soul, un- 
der similar circumstances? Should I entr^t you to 
abandon those habits? Certainly — and to take peace 
from the abandonment? No —by no means ; but I would 
direct you at once to Him, who issetforth to the. chwrtk^ 
as the " Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous;" and I would ren^ind you, and my own 
soul, of what the beloved disciple says concerning your 
blessedness — " The blood of Jesu3 Christ, the Son of 
God, cleanseth us from all sin." Yotir peace of con- 
science was originally derived from him by believing 
this record not by reading, or prayer, nor by possess- 
ing a believer's character : your peace (rf mind, or 
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the continued enjoyment of that other peace, can only 
be maintained by looking unto Jesus : and while you 
so watch, there will be peace like a river flowing over 
your soul : your mind receiving constant renewing, 
you will be delivered from conformity to the world— 
you will be transformed : the Bible and the throne of 
grace will resume theii* wonted station in your affec- 
tions— you will go upon your course rejoicing. **Asye 
have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 
walk ye in him, rooted and built up in him, and sta- 
blishedin the faith." (Col. ii. 6, 7.) 

Again I read in the word of God, that the faith of 
God's elect, ^'purifieth the heart;*' (Acts xv. 9) and 
according as it exhibits this effect, it is justified as 
being of God. The purity of God's children is a purity 
of principle— that of others is conventional. The pu- 
rity of the former is real and inward — that of the lat- 
ter is imitative, and merely outward. The believer walks 
as seeing Him who is invisible ; and the habitual con- 
sciousness of the Lord s presence produces habitual 
mortification of his inward corruptions. As he is a 
'^partaker of the divine nature," by grace, he '*es- 
capes thecorruption which is in the world,'' occasioned 
by a will at variance with that of God. (2. Pet. i. 4.) 
Oh ! my friends, if the professedly Christian world 
were to examine itself by this rule ; or if it be assayed 
according to it, how little evidence will it afford of 
possessing this heart-purifying principle ! But let us 
not mistd^e respecting the purity of the disciples of 
Jesus. Let it not be imagined, that there exists nothing 

9* 
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of an opposite character in the childran of God, The 
Scripture saith of those who have fellowship with the 
Fadier and the Son, and with one another, that ^4f 
they say they have no sin, they deceive themselves, 
and the truth is not in them/' (1 Johni. S,8.) They 
are, in themselves , that is, in their nature^ as <q[qposed 
to godliness as ever : their flesh is enmity agaipst God, 
and will be so as long as it exists ; it will never cease 
te be wicked and damnable; (Artide 9,) and the un- 
ceasing warfare between the flesh and the spirit, is 
perpetual demonstration of the presence and malignity 
of sin. But Faith, in the child of God, is a dead weight 
upon his corruptions, and will not suffer them to have 
the ascendancy. It i& entirely owing to the gracious 
exercise of this principle, that he who believeth is not 
as other men are, slaves to their appetites, governed 
by selfishness. He cannot serv^ sin because he is the 
Lord's freedman : he is *^ bought with a price," and 
it is his aim to '' glorify God in his body and in his 
spirit, which are His." (I Cor, vi. 20.) 

The faith of God's elect "worketh by lave/' (GaL 
V. 6) and as it has expression in this way also, it is 
evidenced to be possessed. 

You will find, in the Bible, that the love of God, 
which is shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost, 
is directed in its devdopement toward ike real ckur- 
racier of God as it is displayed by the Incarnate Word. 
The bdiever loves Jehovah, the God of truths of jus- 
tice, and of holiness, as well as the God of niarGj. He 
beholds Him upholding the majesty of His name> «id 
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assarting the dignity of His divine attributes, neither 
neutralizing, nor dispensing with any one of them, 
for the purpose of magnifying another. — He loves Him 
as ^ ^ the just God and the Saviour, " for by faith he 
understands that He is just, while He justifieth the 
ungodly. (Rom. iv. 5.) 

Again — This love is directed toward the truth, or 
the revelation of his plan of mercy graciously vouch- 
safed by Jehovah to fallen man. Every doctrine con- 
nected with this subject is precious to the believer — 
he adores the love which purposed to save the guilty, 
before the foundation of the w<Mrld— which in time, 
calls and separates the children of God from the com- 
mon mass, and brings them into the high and glorious 
liberty of the sons of the Highest : his soul hangs upon 
the finished work of the Lord Jesus ; and all the 
, subtlety of human argumentation, and all the ridicule 
and calumny of the unbeUeving, can never shake his 
confidence in " the Rock of his salvation. '•' Men may 
cavil and propose questions which he may not be able, 
at the moment, satisfactorily to answer or repel ; but 
he loves — oh ! how he loves every pmtion of the gra- 
cious plan, by which he is made ' 'a fellow-citizen viith 
the saints, and of the household of God. '' (Eph. ii. 1 9. ) 
Farther — This love is manifested by his regard f(Mr 
the word of God. — Ah! friends, this is a touchstone 
whereby to try the soundness of our profession. There 
is a great deal of attachment to the Scriptures, as far 
as words go, in the world, but, oh ! what practical ha- 
tred of it ! How few, in this so-called Christian land 
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— How few even in that distinguished by the title of 
^* the land of Bibles/' make the sacred oracles the book 
of their study ^ of their counsel^ of their comfort ! Alas! 
if the amount of real religion may be estimated by the 
real value placed upon the Scriptures ; and if that va- 
lue may be discovered by the habitual seeking from 
the sacred page, what is profitable for time and for 
eternity — if we may judge of the reality of religion, 
from the treatment of that word, wherefrom alone, 
true religion can be had— then how small is the sum 
of it!— What a little flock— what a very small rem- 
nant shall we find amidst the mighty bustle, and the 
almost boundless profession amongst Protestants, of 
veneration for the Scriptures ! —How rarely are they 
the daily study of the mind ! - How few instinctively 
turn to them for instruction and for guidance! My 
friends, it is difficult to restrain oiu* indignation— and 
yet, my soul, surely it ought rather to move thy pity^^ 
and draw forth thy prayer— when we see men trying 
to pour contempt upon the word of God, and cover- 
ing their dislike to it by such a shallow excuse as its 
obscurity, or their want of time to read it— oh! it is 
grievous to find men, who possess every human faci- 
lity for becoming acquainted with the things revealed, 
and nevertheless suffer week after week to elapse with- 
out ever bringing their mind in contact with God's 
own word, endeavouring to deceive themselves, and to 
blind theeyes of others, by such puerile excuses as these 
— ^*Really 1 am so taken up withpubUcbusiness, or my 
own— I am so occupied in attending to the important 
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concerns of my family , that with every disposition to 
read the Bible I find myself unable to spare time to do 
so." This is only a delusion of the devil, or the expres- 
sion of a mind at enmity against God. What, friends! 
and is it so — that your lawful temporal avocations 
are such as to render it impossible for you to read the 
Scriptures ? Oh ! do not those very Scriptures expose 
the falsehood of this assertion? — Do they not give to 
the children of God an evidence, that it is not from 
want of time to read it, but of love for its contents, 
that the multitude habitually neglect the word of God ? 
— What! shall we admit this as a reasonable excuse, 
when we find one who bore upon his shoulders the 
anxieties of a kingdom s government — who had the 
conduct of a kingdom's forces — who had the care of 
providing for the building of an edifice, which took 
many years to erect— expressing his regard for the 
revelation which he possessed, in such ardent language 
as this — '' Oh ! how I love thy law ; it is my medi- 
tation all the day ! How sweet are thy words to my 
taste ! — yea, sweeter than honey and the honeycomb 
to my mouth ! Thy word have I hid in my heart, that 
I might not sin against thee. By it is thy servant 
warned, and in keeping of it there is great re- 
ward!" (Psalm cxix.j If David, a monarch, a warrior, 
and having in hand to prepare materials for the 
temple of the Lord, could yet find time to meditate 
upon the things of God, as revealed in his word— how 
say ye, that you cannot find time for this purpose ? 
Nay but is not the cause of this, your want of love to 
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the word ; and that, because you do not oonsidar your- 
selves interested in its contaits? My friends, the faith 
which is evidence to the things contained therein, 
causes the record itself to be more desired than 
gold, more sweet than honey or the honeycomb. And 
yet the very persons who thus would excuse their want 
of regard for the Scriptures, and who attribute their 
habitual neglect of the solemn subjects they contain, 
to want of time — find time aiou^ for the theatre^ the 
ball-ro(Hn, thegambling-table, those sinks of pollution ! 
— they find time enough for revelling and banqueting 
—for lounging about the streets— fm* yisiting and 
amusements, and for ornamenting their poor sinful 
persons. Oh! friends, the faith of God'$ elect produces 
none of these things, but the contrary ; and they who 
have time for such occupations, and yet profess that 
they find it impossible to peruse the word of God, 
prove that the faith which worketh by love is not in 
them. That word is to the believer the subject of his 
deepest study— the source of his truest comfort— the 
scene of his purest enjoyment : it gives him wisdom, 
and consolation, and recreation, and allhappiness. It is 
his own ! He is interested in its blessings— it has proved 
the seed of life to his soul ; and he daily grows by 
the nourishment it imparteth. Blessed— blessed book ! 
Pardon, acceptance, peace— all the blessings of the ever^ 
lasting covenant, have been derived unto his soul from 
it God has therein been exhibited in his true charac- 
ter—a reconciled Father in Christ Jesus— and well— 
wdU does he love it 
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Again — this love is directed toward the people of 
God. ' ' By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples,'' saith the Lord, ^^if ye have love one to 
another." (John xiii. 35.) How beautifully was 
this blessed effect of faith exemplified among the little 
church of the first-bom, after the Lord s departure, 
when they used to assemble in the upper room; 
(Acts i. 13) and it is recorded of them, that ^' the 
multitude of them that believed were of one heart, 
and of one soul," (Actsiv. 32.) Oh! where is this 
oneness of heart and soul now evidenced? Alas! 
the body of Christ is divided ! and even among those 
who otherwise have many of the marks of genuine 
discipleship, there is a lamentable falling off in this. 
But, my brethren, this ought not to be. The faith 
by which we become united to Christ, ought to unite 
his people who are his body, one to another. And 
it is, indeed, a truly gracious sign of a man's pos- 
sessing this faith, when it bursts through those bar- 
riers which difference of denomination has placed 
around particular bodies, and there is a haiUng as a 
brother, and wearing upon the heart as a brother, 
every one who ^' loves the I»rd Jesus in sincerity" — 
every . one who acknowledges him in his scriptural 
character, and is conf(M*med to his image, whatever 
be the Christian society to which the individual may 
bdong. Oh ! there is a time af^H\)aching — and 
hasten it blessed Lord for thy glory's sake! — wheix 
all who are in Christ shall be one —when the distinc- 
tions by which they are at present separated, shall be 
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annihilated and the ^^ Redeemed of the Lord'' shall be 
the universal designation of the Church which he hath 
purchased with his own blood. In the mean time, 
we must '^exhort one another daily, while it is called 
to-day, and i»*ovoke one another unto love, and good 
works;" (Eeh. iii. 13; and 10, 24) that **as holy 
and beloved, the elect of God, we put on bowels of 
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, 
long-suffering, forbearing one another, and forgiving 
one another — and above all these things that we put 
on LOVE, which is the bond of perfectness. (CdL iii. 
12—14.) 

The faith of God s elect ^'overcometk tlie world. " 
** Who is he that overcometh the world," saith the 
Apostle Jolm, ^^but he that believeth that Jesus is the 
Son of God ; . and this is the victory that overcometh 
the world, even our faith." (1 John v. 4, 5.) This 
affords another test whereby to ascertain the reality of 
a man's profession. 

And, dear friends, permit me in the spirit of love 
to enquire, is it to overcome the world to be the 
slave of its habits, of its maxims, and of its opi- 
nions? What saith the scripture? ^* The world 
lieth in wickedness" (or in the wicked one I) 
(1 John V. 19) and '' whosoever will be the friend of 
the world, is an enemy of God" (Jas iv. 4) ^^for all 
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eye, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is 
of the world ; and if any man love the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him." (I John ii. 15, 16.) 
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Ts it to overcome the world, to have one's afTections 
set upon its vain and frivolous occupations and amuse- 
ments ; its revellings, and banquetings, and abomi- 
nable idolatries ? 

Is it to overcome the world, to have a passionate 
attachment to the theatre, the ball-room, the card- 
table, and the gaming-house ? 

Is it to overcome the world, to pant after its glory, 
and its honours, and its emoluments ; to rise up 
early, and late take rest, in order to acquire the 
transitory enjoyment of its wealth and of its reputa- 
tion ; and to evince no carefulness, no anxiety after 
the honour which cometh from God, and perisheth 
not? 

Is it to overcome the world, to be ashamed of its 
ridicule and discountenance because of Christ— and 
to dread the stigma of being called a Saint of God ? 

No, my friends, this is not to overcome, but to be 
overcome by, the world. Faith separates the child of 
God from those habits, and carries him above the 
puny and impotent rage of the ungodly. It arms 
him with strength to ' ' contend for the glorious truth 
delivered to the saints," and makes him not ashamed 
of his hope. While it gives him energy in his caUing, 
whatever lawful calling he may have, (and an un- 
lawful one it vrill cause him to abandon) it will render 
him superior to the ungodly principles upon which 
the business of unconverted men is conducted : and 
a scrupulous love of truth, of integrity, and faithful- 
ness will more or less distinguish him. Such are the 



lAO JUSTIFICATION. 

wcHrks which the sacred vdume informs us are ipro- 
duoed by this precious principle ; and all who ^^haTe 
obtained the like precious faith/' will bring forth 
those fruits, some thirty fold, some sixty, and some 
an hundred. They who are justified before God by 
iaith, or by simply crediting the Gospel, have peace 
with Gody receive a principle of purity ^ wh«:^y they 
are freed from the dominion of sin, and manifest it 
in their lives and conversations ; they love God's cha- 
racter^ the doctrines of grace ^ the word of God^ and 
the people of God ^ and overcome the world. Now, 
if a judgment be passed upon the busy, active, bust- 
ling, professing. Christian world, by this rule, alas ! 
how little reason shall we have for glorying in the 
number of nominal Christians ! You see, then, 
HOW it is that a man is justified by works, or ap- 
proved to possess the faith of the elect of God. ; But, 
my dear friends, those effects of believing have no 
share in justifying the sinner in the sight of God. 
Whilst we were speaking of these things we were not 
declaring the gospel, but what the gospel always pro- 
duces when believed. The gospel itself is nothing 
more than the announcement of pardon, and accept- 
ance to the ungodly, through the obedience unto death 
of the Son of God. In the proclamation of it it is to 
be unalloyed with its effects. What it makes him 
who is given to believe it, has nothing to say to his 
acceptance with God. The sinner is not accepted 
because of the character which he has obtained, or 
^hall obtain ; but because Christ died for sinners ; and 
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he knows that there is forgiveness with God, hy no 
other means than by believing what God has revealed. 
The declaration of pardon is free as the air we breathe, 
and is addressed to men, as sinners justly condemned ^ 
and ready to perish. It tells how God may be just 
at the same time that he is the justifier of the ungodly, 
and considers every man who hears it as bearing this 
character. The most amiable man on earth, with all 
his kindliness of feeling, and usefulness in his gene- 
ration, will pass into everlasting ruin, unless he have 
a good hope, through faith in it. The most wretched 
man on earth, notwithstanding all his iniquities, shall 
go to the realms of bliss, if God but open his mind to 
understand and believe it. Should there be, then, 
among those who hear me this day, one soul more 
sunken in pollution than another, or one more re- 
markable for what the world esteems, than his fellows, 
to both alike^ without any difference or exception^ 
without taking into account what either is^ or has 
been^ the Apostolic testimony is, * ^ By Jesus Christ 
all who believe are justified from all things, from 
which they could not be justified by the law of 
Moses." (Acts xiii. 39.) ^' It is a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners." (I Tim. i. 15.) *^ Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ,' and thou shalt be sav-. 
ed." (Acts xvi. 31.) 



REDEMPTION. 



" Who gave himself far tM, that he might redeem ti» 
from all iniquity^ and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people J zealous of good works' 

Titos ii. 14* 



God — according to the * * everlasting covenant which 
is ordered in all things, and sure, " purposing to ^ ' make 
known the riches of his glory on those whom, in sove- 
reign compassion, he had afore-prepared thereunto;'' 
and with a view to manifest his love to man, thereby 
exhibiting ' ' his wisdom unto the principalities and 
powers in heavenly places"— gave unto his Son a 
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people out of the fallen family of Adam, in whose na- 
ture and in whose behalf , the Eternal Word should suSf 
tain the righteousness of the divine character and har- 
monize the divine attributes, and whose advancement 
to glory he should render consistent with the fullest ex- 
pression of the divine perfections. And this his eter- 
nal purpose in regard to man, whom he viewed as 
guilty of revolt against his unquestionable authority, 
and unwilling as incapable of returning to his allegiance 
— whom he regarded as justly obnoxious to his right- 
eous indignation, and unable to avert or to appease 
it— this *' his eternal purpose," I say, ''which he pur- 
posed in Christ Jesus before the world began" to form 
from our race ** a peculiar people" '' who would shew 
forth his praise," is a demonstration of, at once, un- 
paralleled love, such as cannot be fully illustrated by 
any thing with which we are conversant ; and of that 
uncontrolable sovereignty, the possession of which is 
essential to his nature as God. '' God is love," saith 
the Apostle John; and again, " In this was manifested 
the love of God toward us, because that God sent his 
only-begotten Son into the world, that we might live 
through him." And agaia, ' 'Herein is love, not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son 
to be the propitiation for our sins" ( 1 John iv. 8 — 10.) 
In providing thus for the reconciliation of any of the 
rebellious, God acted from no necessity of law : there 
was nothing in the nature or the chai'acter of the of- 
fenders, which could have claimed this divine phi- 
lanthropy ; there was nothing in the nature or the 
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character of God himself^ ivhich laid an obligatiim 
upon him to determine it. His purpose to save sinnars 
{proceeded purely from the counsel of his own will ; 
and the plan by which his righteousness should be dis- 
played was laid in infinite wisdom and executed by 
infii^ite power. * * God doeth according to his will in 
the army of heaven , and among the inhabitants of the 
earth : and none can stay his hand, or say unto him 
What doestthou ?"(Dan. iv. 35.) This his sovereignty 
when exercised in displaying mercy to man is thus 
set forth in the sacred volume, ^^ I will have man^y 
on whom I will have mercy ; and I will have compas- 
sion on whom I will have compassion ; so then it is 
not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth^ but 
ofGod that sheweth mercy." (Rom. ix. 15, 16; Exod. 
xxxiii. 19.) To this he is not influenced by the ut- 
most exceUency of man on the one hand, nor diverted' 
from it by the utmost delinquency of man on the 
other. The sui»*emacy of God is as generally acknow- 
ledged as his being : but many who allow his right- 
ful dominion over the works of his hands ; who never 
think of questioning his benevolence or impugning 
his justice in the distribution, however unequal, of 
temporal blessings ; yet limit his sovereignty in the 
disposal of that which is as much his own, even his 
saving mercy ; and with temerity challenge his justice 
and arraign his love, in selecting from among the 
chUdl^n of men, who are all equally guilty, some to 
be heirs of glory, and leaving others to reap the firuits 
of their disobedience. Did Jehovah, indeed, overiook 
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the daims of his justice and the inviolability of his 
truth in the salvation of sinners— did he not provide 
for the heirs of promi^ something more than mere 
pardon —did he not explain the end w^hich he had in 
view in adopting .into his family the children of wrath 
— there might.be some apparent ground for the objec- 
tions whidi the ignorance and ungodliness of our na- 
ture allege against his electing love : but all ground 
for reasonable opposition is removed when we learn, 
that as God endows his children with peculiar blessings, 
so his purpose is that they shall be, on earth, a pecu- 
liar people— that as he provides for the forgiveness of 
their ^tV works, so he ensures their zeal in those works 
that are good — that as his justice and his truth are 
engaged to punish their guilt, so by his way 6i blot- 
ting out their sins, * * mercy and truth are met together, 
righteousness and jpeace have kissed each other." 
(Ps. Ixxxv. 10.) 

Now, the method which divine wisdom has devised 
for shewing God to be * ^ just and yet the justiiier of 
the ungodly" — for declaring him to be the " Just 
God and the Saviour" — for effectually exhibiting his 
sovereignty and his love, is the REDEMPTION which 
is in Christ Jesus, whom God hath set forth to be a 
{H*o{Atiation through faith in his blood ; (Rom. iii. 24, 
25) of which redemption the words of the text state 
the benefits, both as they respect that which Christ 
has redeemed his people fronij and as they relate us 
that which he has redeemed them to. 
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Let US consider llie Redemption which is in Christ 
Jesus as to 

1. The Mature, 
. 11. The Extent, 

III. The Indefeisibility and 

IV. The Design of it 

In examining this subject our minds must not lose 
sight of the fact, that it is viewed by many in a light 
very different from that in which, I conceive, the scrip- 
tures of God present it ; that in their estimation, the 
nature, extent, indefeisibility, and design of Redemp- 
tion are in various respects different from those which 
this discourse will assign to it — and my earnest en- 
treaty to all who hear the statements 1 shall make is, 
that upon this ^nd every othar question connected 
with our spiritual interests they will be guided, not by 
the names or authority of men, but by the unerring 
word of God! 

I. The term *' redeem" involves the notion of bon- 
dage on the part of the person to be redeemed ; the 
payment of a ransom for his deliverance ; and the con- 
sequent immunity of him for whose freedom the 
ransom has been paid. If this definition be correct, 
Redemption cannot be perfectly understood when any 
one of these particulars is excluded ivom our notion 
of it ; nor can the term be properly applied to those 
who have never been '*rid out of their bondage." 
The New Testament use of ''redeem" and " redemp- 
tion" cannot be better explained than by reference to 
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the use made of them in the Old ; and the correctness 
of the definition ah^eady given, will be seen by attend- 
ing to the application of these terms in the latter. 

The deliverance of Israel out of Egypt will serve to 
illustrate this subject. In the sixth chapter of the book of 
£xodus it is written, the Lord said unto Moses, ** I 
have heard the groaning of the children of Israel, 
whom the Egyptians keep in bondage ; and I have 
remembered my covenant. Wherefore say unto the 
children of Israel, I am the Lord, and I will l)ring 
you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians and 
/ will rid you out of their bondage ; and I will 
redeem you with a stretched-out arm, and with great 
judgments." (Ex. vi. 5, 6.) Again, in the thanksgiv- 
ing song on the occasion of the Lord's overthrowing 
the hosts of Pharaoh in the Red Sea, the deliverance 
there afforded to the children of Israel is called redenip- 
tion ; * ' Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people 
which thou hast redeemed,'* (Exod. xi. 13.) And 
again, in the book of Deuteronomy when Moses urges 
upon the people a separation from all the inhabitants 
of the land whither they were going to possess it, by 
motives drawn from their peculiar relationship to 
Jehovah ; lest they should think more highly of them- 
selves than they ought to think ; and lest they should 
forget the condition in which they had been, or the 
arm which had delivered them; he says, 'Hhe Lord 
did not set his love upon you, nor choose y6u, because 
ye were more in number than any people ; for ye 
were the fewest of all people ; but because the Lord 
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loved you, and because he would keep the oath b^.had 
sworn unto your fathers, hath the Lord brought you 
out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of 
the house of bondmen^ from the hand of Pharaoh king 
of Egypt." (Deut. vii. 7, 8,) In these passage, R^ 
demption is plainly the deliverance of those who had 
been in bondage. 

The law which regulated redemptions undf^, tbe 
old Testament (Uspensaiion illu^tjraies this subject stiA 
more particularly. ^*If thy toother be waxen, poof^ 
and bath sold away some pf his possession, and.ifsuQiy 
of bis kin come to redeem it, then shall be redeem 
that which his brother sold." 'fAnd if a sojomner. or 
stranger wax rich by- thee, and thy brother that dwielr^ 
leth by him wax poor, Bxid sell himself unta the stran- 
ger or sojourner by thee, or to the stock of the stran- 
ger's family : after that he is spld^ he maybe rad^enksii 
again ; one of his brethren may redeem him : either bJL^ 
imcle or his uncle's son may redeem him, or anytbat 
is nigh of kin unto him of his family may redeem him. 
An(4 he dball reckon with him that bought him» froi^ 
the year that he was sold to him, unto the year of jur 
bilee : and the price oi his sale shall be according unto 
the number of years — if there be yet many years bebind^. 
according unto them he shall giye again th^ price ofhtA 
Redemption out of the money that he wasbought for." 
(Lev. XXV. 25, 47—51.) In these scripfiuire^ all the 
particulars that have been specified as necessarily in- 
cluded in the idea of Redemption, viz. bondage, ransom, 
freedom, are found; and they have been addiice4 for 
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tbe purpose of leaving no room for objection to the 
use of the term in this sense, in reference to the work 
of the Lord Jesus Christ 

Having fixed the precise, scriptural meaning of the 
term, let us proceed to examine the doctrine conveyed 
in it. It is thus stated in the Apostolic epistles. In the 
epistle to the Romans, Paul, having proved that Jews 
and Gentiles are both under sin, and consequently 
condemned by the law; and having affirmed that 
^^ by the deeds of the law no flesh shall be justified 
in the sight of God;" announces the divine expedient 
for shewing miercy to the guilty, '* without the law," 
namiAy^^ through the Redemption (S'ia rvjg ocnoXu-ptatKag) 
which is in Christ Jesus." (Rom. iii. 19—21,24.) 
In tbe first Epistle to the church at Corinth, he 
declares that '^ Je^s Christ is made imto them of 
God, wisdom and righteousness and sanctificatidn and 
Redemption.'* (1 Cor. i. 30.) To the Galatian churches 
he writes, ^^ For as many as are of the works of the 
law aretmder the curse, for it is written (Deut. xxvii. 
26) Cursed is every one that, continueth hot in all 
things that are written in the book of the law to do 
them — Christ hath redeemed{i^ttyo^x<nv)m ftom the 
curse of the, law, being made a curse for us." {Gal. 
iii. 10, 13.) To the church at Ephesus, hating traced 
their spiritual blessings to their source, even God's 
^*electi<Mi of them, in Christ, before the foundation of 
tbe worki;" and having stated that their ** predestina- 
tion to the adoption of children was according to the 
good pleasiu^ of his own will;" and that they wer^ 
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♦'accepted iii the beloved;" the Apostle writes, '^in 
whom (namely, in Christ,) we have redemption 
through his blood; the forgiveness of sins according 
to the riches of his grace. "(Eph.i. 4—7.) The same is 
repeated in the Epistle to the Colossians, chapter 1 , 
verse 14. The writer to the Hebrew Christians, 
(whom he. caHs *^ Holy brethren, partakers of the 
heavenly calling," (Heb. iii. 1) in the ninth chapter, 
where he treats of the spiritual import of ceremonial 
ordinances — contrasting the honour of Messiah's priest- 
hood with that of the high priest under the law, 
and the efficacy of His oBering, with the offerings 
prescribed by Moses, says, ' ' by his (Christ's) own 
blood he entered in once into the Holy place having 
obtained eternal redemption {/.urpmiy) for us." (Heb. 
ix. 12.) Peter reminds those whom he calls ^' elect, 
according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
that they were not redeemed {e'Avipe^vfTe) with corrup- 
tible things as silver and gold, — but with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a Iamb without blemish and 
spot." (1 Pet. i. 2, 18, 19.) Inthebookof the Apoca- 
lypse, the symbolical representatives of the church 
are described as singing a new song (when the Lamb 
takes the sealed book out of the right hand of him 
who sat on the throne) saying *' Thou art worthy to 
take the book and to open the seals thereof, for thou 
wast slain, and hast redeemed (yjycpxo^cci) us to God by 
thy blood out of every kindred and tongue and people 
and nation." (Rev. v. 9.) Again in the 14th chapter, 
the hundred and forty four thousand, whom the 
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beloved disciple heard singing the new song which no 
man but they could learn, are said to have been 
redeemed {yiyopocffyi&foi) (see I Cor. vi. 20, where the 
same word is used evidently with reference to Redemp-r 
ti(m) from the earth, — *Uhese," John repeats, **werc 
redeemed from among men, the first-fruits unto God 
and to the Lamb.** (Rev. i^iv, I to 4.) 

From these passages, the nature of the redemption 
of the soul at once appearsr— we haye already had oc- 
casion to refer to the 25th chapter of Leviticus in 
order to illustrate and confirm the meaning which has 
been assign^ to the term — and you have doubtless 
taken notice pf the special rule laid down for con- 
ferring the right to become the redeemer : and I would 
in this place remark, that those ordinances were not 
instituted and prescribed solely with reference to the 
temporal concerns of the Israelites, nor for their in- 
struction only ; for Paul applies the law which forbad 
the muzzling the ox that treadeth out the com, to 
prove the obligation under which the churches lay to 
provide for the maintenance of their ministers ; saying, 
^^Doth God take care for oxen? or saith he (Moses) 
it altogether for our sakes. For our sakes no doubt 
this is written." (1 Cor. ix. 9, 10.) In the same 
way may we apply the passage to which I have allud- 
ed in Leviticus, as designed to point out the peculiar 
relationship He should bear to the redeemed, who is 
their Redeemer and their ransom. 

Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of souls *4ed captive 
by Satap at his will," is presented to the contemplation 
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of our minds as akin to his redeemed ; bearing their 
nature J and calling them brethren. " When the ful- 
ness of time was come, God sent forth his Son, made 
of a woman, made under the law, to redeem \heai 
that were under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption of sons'* (Gal. iv. 4, 5.) '' God was mani- 
fest in the fleshy (1 Tim. iii. 16.) ^^Both he that 
sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified are all of one : 
for whidi cause he is not ashamed to call them 
brethren ; saying, I will declare thy name unto my 
brethren; in the midst of the church will I sing praise 
unto thee. And again, behold 1 and the children 
which God hath given me. JPorasmuch then as the 
children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also him- 
self likewise took part of the samej that through 
death he might destroy him who had the power of 
death, that is, the devil ; and deliver them who through 
fear of death were all their Hfe-time subject to bondage. 
For verily he took not on him the nature of angels ; 
but he took on him the seed of Abraham. Wher^re 
in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his 
brethren, that he might be a merciful and faith&d high 
priest in things pertaining to God, to make recxmci- 
liation for the sins of his people." (Heb. ii. 11 — 17.) 
Thus, according to the typical institution oi Moses 
which rdated \jo Redemption among the children of 
Israel, Jesus Christ is under the same law, bearing the 
same nature, and belonging to the same family as they 
whose cause he has in m^cy undertaken. Passing by 
the angels that sinned, he stoops to be made of a nature 
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lower than theirs — not contemplating humanity as it 
IS borne by the family of Adam indiscriminately, but 
taking hold of it as borne by believing Abraham, He, 
the head of Abrahams seed,— (and ^*they which are 
of faith, the same are the children of Abraham ;" '* ye 
are all the children of God by failh, in Christ Jesus; 
and if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and 
heirs according to the promise** Gal. iii. 7,26—29) — 
He— by right of nature ^ of family^ and of /aw, to 
whom alone the privilege and the power to deliver be- 
longed, became of his own accord the Redeemer of his 
people from the deadly bondage of Satan and of sin. 
We learn further from these passages, that the price 
at which the sinners* freedom is procured is the Re- 
deemer's own blood, or, according to the text» his 
** giving himself" for them. Deliverance is effected 
not by Christ's accepting at the captive's hands, his 
own endeavours, his self-mortification, his almsdeeds, 
or his prayers ; but by giving— not another or others ; 
not the world, or angels ; but himself I —not to honor, 
or ease, or comfort ; but to shame, and sorrow, and 
death — and this, not for the just, or for friends ; but 
for the unjust, and for enemies ! Precious, precious 
truth ! ' ' God conunendeth his love towards us, in 
that while we were yet sinnars, Christ died for us. " 
(Rom. V. 8.) The principle upon which the law was 
framed, was, that ^* without shedding of blood is no 
remission.^' (Heb. ix. 22;) asid the glad tidings Which 
God has commanded to be proclaimed to sinners, 
announce Redemption ^* through the blood of Christ." 
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We are bound up to the acknowledgment that in 
these and similar passages the plain and obvious 
truth conveyed is, that Redemption is DErjvERANGE 
^^from all iniquity;" not a partial but a total, full, 
complete deliverance — not from offences venial ac- 
cording to the world's notion, but from iniquities as 
they are viewed by God ; not from few, but from all ; 
not from inherited corruption only, but from actual, 
wilful transgression ; not making men free, so as to be 
able eventually to deliver themselves, but absolutely, 
effectually, and for ever delivering : that this ddiver- 
ance has been obtained by the obedience unto death 
of Jesus; that in this work he acted not as a private 
person for himself, but as a public representative for 
others; that his blood was shed, not by compulsion, 
but voluntarily ; not to confirm his doctrine, but to 
atone for sin ; that his sufferings, his blood-shedding* 
and his death, were the propitiation, the ransom, the 
atonement. It must be moreover admitted that this 
Redemption-work of the Lord Jesus was indispensable. 
Not, as tliough God was obliged to save any of the 
children of men. He might have consigned to endless 
woe the whole human race, and his justice and his 
goodness would have been unimpeachable, since **all 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God ;" and 
'* the wages of sin is death." (Rom. iii. 23 ; vi. 23.) 
Man however in the vanity of his mind imagines that 
God is bound by his. nature to save sinners, — yea 
and to save all sinners ; and considers it derogatory to 
the dignity of the divine character to suppose, that,^ 
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being of infinite benevolence would, permit any man 
to be bom into this world without providing for his 
happiness in that which is to come. If we considered 
the benignity of the divine character, apart, we 
might readily conceive how it would incline God to 
forgiveness ; but as he can never be inclined to mercy, 
without, at the same time, being moved to assert the 
claims of justice, and to sustain the integrity of truth; 
and as mercy and justice and truth cannot, inde- 
pendent of revelation, by any possible procedure be 
infinitely exercised, so that the demands of either shall 
not be suspended ; we may most scripturally assert, 
that the divine character;, which is constituted of 
various attributes that in their exercise are com- 
pletely inseparable, does not oblige God to pardon 
those who have violated his authority. He might 
punish, and he declares that he will punish the un* 
godly who believe not, ^' with everlasting destruction 
from his presence" (2 Thess. 1. 9) that '^Hhe wicked 
shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that 
forget God." (Ps. ix. 17.) And in executing the 
threatened judgment, ^ * every moitti ihall be stopped," 
and every face among his enemies shall be covered 
with shame and confusion. But having determined, 
of his own sovereign will and pleasure, to save — 
though it had been but one, it became God — in order 
to express his abhorrence of sin, and at the same time 
his love toward the sinner — ^in order to shew that 
while he is infinitely and immutably good, he is also 
infinitely and immutably holy, just, and true — in 
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pardoning the dinner to provide for the dignity of Ms 
law, and for the interests of holiness. 

Having ascertained the nature of Redemptiim, v?e 
are now to hear what the scriptures teach us, with 
respect to 

II. Its extent. If we view Redempticm with re- 
ference to the ransom, we must regard it as infinite 
in value. The intellect of man is too limited in its 
powers to form any thing like .in adequate conoqption 
of the intrinsic excellence of the Redeemer's offering. 
Mark the language of the text— ^^ Jesus Christ gave 
himsilf for us ! " Who can comprehend — or what 
language can express how much is contained in this 
word HIMSELF ! Whom the Father loves with in- 
finite and everlasting affection. Whom angds worship, 
and worshipping are blest ! *^ Who is the farighiness 
of Jehovah's glory, and the express image of his per- 
son" — the effulgence of the divine majesty — the revda- 
tion of the divine perfections I (Heb.i.2.) God,whaihe 
would assure the heirs of promise, because he can swear 
by no greater, ' ' swears by Himself ! " (Heb. 6.18) and 
when he would §iW unto them, because he could give 
no greater, *^ gave Himself ! " (Text) Well may they then 
to whom this grace is given, accommodate the Apostiie s 
words to this rich bounty, and say '"^Thanks be unto 
God, for his unspeakable gift ! '' (2 C<h*. ix. 15.) 

' To make the sufferings of the Lord Jesus a subject 
of arithmetical calculation is a process from which 
the feelings of those to whom Christ is precious must 
instinctively revdit.' His nature as God stamped upof:^ 
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his sufferings as man an infinitude of worth ; and 
any attempt to define the amount of that worth is as 
vain and fi*uitless, as is the endeavour to conceive the 
manner of eternal existence, which is a deep that the 
intellectual energies of man are unable to fathom. 
Were it the purpose of Jehovah to apply to every in- 
dividual of the human. family, or to the inhabitants 
of ten thousand worlds, the merit of Christ's work, 
it would be sufficient to ransom alL And did he de- 
sign to ransom only one, we dare not say that salvation 
could be extended even to this solitary object of divine 
compassion, without that work which the sacred 
word declares maketh manifest the righteousness of 
God ; and exhibits him as just while he justifieth the 
ungodly who believe in' Jesus, 
i But considering Redemption in its application with 
reference to the persons whom the Lord had in view 
ill. ^^ enduring the cross and despising the shame," 
although they form ^ ' a great multitude which no man 
can.nun\ber, of all nations, and kindreds, and peojJe, 
aiid tongues," (Rev. vii. 9;) yet if our notion of Re- 
demption, (as deliverance from bondage in consequence 
of a ransom paid and accepted^) be correct, we are 
compelled to believe that they only have been redeemed 
to wbpnp^ the Spirit of Christ makes manifest the 
truth, that their iniquities have been forgiven and 
their sins cxivered in the blood of Jesus. Whether 
Christ h^d respect in his sufferings to mankind uni- 
v^rissdly, pr tp those only whom the Father had given 
hin9iin thfvQ^Menant of graoe, is. a subject upfloi wlucb 
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difference of opinion has existed in all ages. Some, 
espousing the universal, some the particular side of 
the question. If they who advocate the former notion 
mean thereby —as however incorrectly they express 
themselves, many certainly do — that there is a suf- 
ficiency in the atonement for the salvation of all — we 
are fully agreed ; but if they believe that Christ's death 
was a ransom for all in the same sense that it was a 
ransom for the elect, then we differ as widely in 
our conception -of the matter as light differs from 
darkness. Had Christ made atonement for all, he must 
have represented all ; he must have borne t/ie iniqui^ 
ties of all ; he must have made reconciliation for all; 
he must have obtained the pardon of all; and eternal 
Redemption for all ! From the very nature of substi- 
tution and sacrifice it would be but justice to him 
that he should obtain the stipulated reward of his 
obedience unto de^th; and if he died that a// might 
be saved, and his death have been accepted in lieu of 
theirs, then it would follow from what the scriptures 
reveal of the divine character, that a //shall infallibly be 
saved. ^'For this is the Father's will which hath 
sent him, that of all which he hath given the Son, 
he should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at 
the last day." Such is the covenant between the 
Father and Son— so that in performing the condi- 
tions of that covenant, the Son did not act upon an 
uncertainty, but with perfect assiu*ance that as he 
fulfilled his part of the engagement, so would the 
Father be faithful to his. The public prodamation of 
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the covenant is couched in other language - language 
which takes away all ground of excuse from every one 
who hears it — '* This is the will of him that sent 
me, that every one which seeth the Son^ and believeth 
on him, may have everlasting life ; and I will raise 
him up at the last day." (John vi. 39, 40.) 

To suspend the efficacy of redemption upon man's 
availing himself of it, is only to affirm what the Scrips 
tures deny, viz. that salvation does not depend upon 
the work of Christ, but upon the efforts of man. 
And to say that he died for Htfb salvation of all, but 
that they only can avail themselves of it who are 
included in the election, is only to assert, in other 
woixls, that redemption is particular. In the former 
case, Christ might have died in vain, and most as- 
suredly would have died in vain; for if it require 
divine illumination to discover the truth, and divine 
power to remove inan's natural enmity against God ; 
and if the will and the ability to work out salvation 
by man (in the sense of Universalists) be through 
God s working in man, then, , (unless they be prepared 
to sustain the position that salvation is attainable 
without God's help,) it would inevitably result that 
the travail of Christ's soul would be in vain, for no 
one individual of the human family would avail himself 
of it. In the other case, if Christ have redeemed 
the whole race of man, then, the particular appli- 
cation of the benefit to the elect, is unjust to the 
Redeemer, who according to this opinion, has paid 
au equal ransom for the others. 
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I argue therefore that Redemption is particular, 

1. From the nature of the thing — the opposite 
doctrine involving a manifest absurdity — redemption 
including as much the deliverance of the captive, as 
his previous bondage. If therefore redemption be uni- 
versal there must be universal deliverance^ — which, it 
is to be apprehended the warmest friends of illimit- 
able redemption are not prepared to defiend. 

2. From the design of the Redeemer (which I shall 
presently examine in detail) as touching the objects, of 
liis sohcitude, whom4ie has undertaken to bring to 
l^ory, having justified, reconciled, and sanctified 
them. 'Now we see not that the whole hmuan £unily 
has been created anew ; delivered firom guilt ; vewsved 
in the q)irit of their minds; from enemies mpde 
friends ; from captives of Satan made freemen of Ghri^ 
-—nor indeed is it pretended* Has Christ then failed 
in the object of his w(»rk? or has he commanded 
his Apostles to testify what to their sorrow the far 
greater numbar wiD find to be untrue, namely, that he 
has redeemed them, and yet they are not free — 
that he has saved them, and yet they are lost -that 
be has procured their pardon, and yet they are con- 
demned— that he has borne their punishment, and 
yet. they endure it themselves? Far be such blasphemy 
from our thoughts. jNo! the scriptures declare that 
** he gave his life a ransom (xvrpav) for many;** (Matt. 
XX. 28)^^that the Captain of our salvation brings 
many sons unto glory.*" The scriptures further in- 

* Heb. ii. 10. The^aFTof in the preceding verse is plainly 
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form us that ^'by his knowledge*' that is, by the 
knowledge of him, '* he shsU justify many^ for he shall 
bear their iniquities" — and that *'he bare the sins of 
many.'' (Isai. liii. 11, 12.) Jesus knew firom the 
beginning who they were who should believe on him ; 
he knew ' ' that the pleasure of his Father, concerning 
them, should prosper in his hands ;" (Isai. liii. 10) 
he knew that as ''he bare their sins," so those sins 
should not be imputed unto them ; that as '' he suffer- 
ed the chastisement of their peace,*' so'* by his stripes Ihey 
should be healed." (Isai. liii. II, 5.) He knew that 
there was no peradventure of frustrateable contingency 
in all this, but that the Father would draw unto him 
all whom he had given himj (John vi. 37 :) that 
''all his children should be taught of God, and that 
great should be their peace. " Again I say, therefore, 
that the design of Christ in redemption in the view 
we have taken of it, has not respect to mankind at 
large, of whom it were preposterous to allege that 
they are reconciled, saved, and sanctified ; and con- 
sequently, his intention to redeem did not embrace 
them indiscriminately, but only such as are in the 
election of grace. 

3. From the peculiar and distinctive appellations 
of the redeemed. The terms by which they are de- 
signated shew the extent of redemption as to the per^ 

defined by the tokkh^ vinf in this — as also, in 1 Tim. ii. the 
*' all men" in the fifth verse, and the ''air' in the sixth, are 
explained by the two verses to be men of all conditions and 
in all circumstances. 

11 
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sons. They arc called ••ELECT" — which signifies 
persons chosen from among others — Thus ^^Who 
shall lay any thing to the charge of Gods Elect? It 
is God that justifieth ! Who is he that condemneth 
(them) ? It is Christ that died, yea rather that is 
risen again,*' etc J — '* He hath chosen us in him 
(Christ) before the foundation of the world. " * * Know- 
ing, brethren beloved, your election of God." '*God 
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvaticm 
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth." "'According to the faith of God's Elect.*' 
" ElerA, according to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father." (Rom. viii. 33, 34; Ep. i. 4; I Thess. i. 
4; 2 Thess. ii. 13; Tit. i. 1 ; I JPet. i. 2.) '' Saints" 
— which signifies persons separated from common 
uses unto God — Thus the address of the Epistle to 
the Romans is ''To all that be in Rome beloved of 
God, called to be Saints.*' '* Chosen in Christ — that 
we should be holy.*' ' ' You who were sometime aliena- 
ted — yet now hath he reconciled — to present you holy. " 
(Rom. i. 7; Ep. i. 4 (greek); Col. i. 22.) '*JVot of 
the world"— Given out of the world— Chosen out of 
the world— (John xv. 19; xvii. 6.) ''The church 
which he halh purchased with his own blood" — 
(Acts XX. 28.) Christ's "sheep" for whom the Good 
Shepherd giveth his life -(John x. 11.) "little 
flock" — (Luke xii. 32.) "Brethren" (Heb. iii. 
1.) — etc. etc. All these titles specify a condition and 
a blessedness to which some have been translated from 
an opposite condition and its curse, according to the 
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eternal purpose of God through the redemption which 
is in Christ Jesus. 

4. From the consideration that some sin unpar- 
donably — and that the scriptures speak of ' ' the day 
of judgment, and perdition of ungodly men," of whom 
it were blasphemy to the Lord Christ to suppose, 
that they had, notwithstanding, been redeemed unto 
God by his blood. (Matt. xii. 31, 32; xi. 21-24; 2 
Pet. iii. 7.) 

To the view of the subject thus presented, some one 
may object the several passages in the New Testament, 
wherein the terms ''the world" and ''the whole 
world" occur with reference to the atoning work of 
the Lord Jesus ; as, for instance, in John i. 29 ; iii. 
17 ; vi. 51 ; 1 John ii. 2 — and it may be asked, how 
can these passages be reconciled with the view of 
redemption we have been considering? 

In order to answer this question, let us examine 
whether these terms necessarily imply every individual 
bom into the world ; or whether they be not used by 
the sacred writers in a less extensive sense. 

In Romans xi. 12, 15, the "world" is employed 
to mark the distinction between the rest of men and 
the Jewish people. 

In Lukeii. 1 , and in Rom. i. 8, " the whole world" 
means the Roman Empire. 

InJohnxiv. 17, 19, 22;'xv. 18;xvi. 20; xvii. 6, 
9, 16, 25; 1 Cor. xi. 32; James iv. 4; 1 John iii, 1, 
they who beUeve not in Christ are distinguished from 
his disciples by these terms. 

ir 
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Finding these words thus limited in their applica- 
tion , the apparent di£Giculty of satisfactorily explaining 
the passages upon which objections to the doctrine of 
special redemption are founded, is at once removed. 
Keeping in mind the fact, that the Baptist's auditory, 
whai he cried ** Behold the Lamb of God," etc. was 
composed of Jews, who, hitherto had, exclusively, a 
divine revelation to instruct them as to the mode by 
which sin is taken away ; and who were bigoted in 
the opinion that they were the sole objects of Jehovah's 
care — and remembering also that the design of John's 
ministry was to prepare the way for the introduction 
of a dispensation by which ^^the Gentiles should be 
made fellow-heirs, and of the same body, and partakers 
of God's promise in Christ by the gospel ;" by which' 
' ' the middle wall of partition which heretofore had 
separated Jew and Gentile, should be broken down ; 
and of the two one new body should be made, the en- 
mity which previously subsisted between them being 
to be slain by the cross;" (Eph. iii. 4 — 9 ; and ii. 14, 
1 6) his language is perfectly consistent with the doc- 
trine of this discourse; declaring that a sacrifice was 
provided by God not for the removal of Israels sin 
only, but of the Gentiles also ; that a lamb was to be 
slain, of which the benefit was not to be confined to 
worshippers according to the Mosaic ritual, but of 
which the nations were to partake ; that an atonement 
was to be made, of such extensive efficacy, that in 
every kingdom and nation, and people, and tongue, 
they who should come unto God through it would be 
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accepted. It also declared, that as it was thus in- 
finitely more efficacious than the sacrifices through 
which sin was typically borne away, at stated times, 
from the Jewish people, and from them only ; so it 
would not need to be repeated as those sacrifices ; in- 
asmuch as sinners, of whatsoever nation, or dass, or 
condition they might be, had only to look unto him, by 
faith, to be saved. The Gentiles had their propitiatory 
sacrifices as well as the Jews; they had a conscious- 
ness of guilt as well as the transgressors of the law of 
Moses ; they had their fear of divine wrath, and were 
sensible of its torment, as well as their more enlightened 
fellow-sinners of the family of Jacob ; and the announce- 
ment of a divinely-appointed means for the removal of 
guilt was just as precious to those among them who 
believed it as to the believers among God's ancient 
people.' The time was no\^ come when the Lord's sal- 
vation should be proclaimed unto the ends of the earth 
instead of being circumscribed by the narrow limits 
of the Holy Land, in order that from among the Gen- 
tiles he might form to himself a people who should 
shew forth his praise. 

The other texts in which these terms occur are to be 
similarly explained. And that the '^ whole world" in 
1 John ii. 2, (which is to be interpreted by the same 
rule) cannot mean every son and daughter of Adam, is 
still farther evident, for that Jesus Christ is declared 
to be the Advocate of those for whose sins he is the 
propitiation. As the Advocate of his redeemed he 
makes continual intercession for them ; but he does not 
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make intercession for the ^' whole world ; " for which , 
as distinguished from those whom the Father had given 
him he said, '^he does not pray." (John xvii. 6.) 
Therefore he is not the propitiation for the sins of the 
whole world as comprehending all the children of men. 
Besides, can the idea be entertained that Christ bought, 
redeemed, offered himself, died, rose again, ascended 
into heaven, and entered upon his intercessory office, 
for those who are so solemnly excluded from his part- 
ing prayer? Or can we suppose him to exclude frona 
his petitions any for whom he laid down his life? Im- 
possible! In the close of this epistle, John says, 
*' We know that we are of God, and the whole world 
lieth in the wicked one" (ey tat Trmicpoi) : in which pas^ 
sage * * the whole world " means only those who are not 
in Christ. 

Much dependancq is placed, by those who consider 
Redemption to have respect unto persons who shall 
finally be lost, upon the first verse of 2 Peter ii, in 
which the Apostle is supposed to speak of some who 
should ' ' deny the Lord that bought them, and bring 
upon themselves quick destruction." Let us see 
whether this verse affords their system any support. 
It is fijrst to be noticed that the greek word translated 
*'Lord," is one which is never applied to the Re- 
deemer in the New Testan(ient ; S^efnroTvjg being a title 
of the Father, and not a covenant title of Jesus Christ, 
who is invariably styled Kvptog for Lord, sjid^iS'ccTicccXog 
for Master: (See John xiii. 13, 14:) and] in the pa- 
rallel passage in Judc 4, God the Father is distinT 
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guisbed by this word <rt^7ror«^, from Jesus Cbrist, 
there styled zup:og. It is next to be observed that 
there is a remarkable distinction between the words 
translated 'Hhem" and ** themselves," the former 
being avm:, referring to the persons, in order to de- 
ceive whom the heresies would be introduced ; the 
latter eccu7ot< relating to the introducers of these here- 
sies. The meaning of the verse is simply this — That, 
as in the Old Testament Church there were false 
prophets, whose pemicion3 doctrines went even, to the 
denial of the Lord who bought the Jewish people, 
thus Inringing upon themselves quick destruction, as 
in the case of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram — so in the 
New Testament Chm'ch, there should be false teachers, 
who would privily bring in. damnable heresies — 
heresies which should proceed to such lengths as even 
to deny the Lord who bought the Church : of which 
false teachers, *^ their judgment lingereth not, and 
their damnation slumbereth not." Of the Jewish 
people we read in Deut xxxii. 5, 6—*^ They have 
corrupted themselves; their spot is not the spot of his 
children ; they are a perverse and crooked generation. 
Do ye thus requite the Lord, foolish people, and 
unwise? Is not he thy father that hath bought thee : 
hath he not made thee and established thee? " Of the 
Church at large, whether of Jews, or Gentiles, or of 
both, the Apostle Paul says ^^ ye are bought with a 
price;" (1 Cor. vi. 20:) and, ''feed the Church of 
God which he hath purchased with his own blood. " 
(Acts XX. 28.) This passage, therefore, gives not the 
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most distant intimation that any whom the Lord 
bought should ever be suffered to perish. 

And now let me ask how the glory of God or the 
interests of man can be promoted by the supposition 
that they who perish have been redeemed equally as 
they who are saved. Does it tend to his glory to sup- 
pose that though God designed as much the benefit of 
those who die in their sins as of those who shall be de- 
livered from them ; that though there was as much 
good-will towards them in the mind of Christ as to 
the others; that though his purpose was to i^ave than, 
in Uke manner as his believing people, yet his purpose 
has been conceived in shortsightedness, and frustrated 
as far as the greatest portion of the human race is con- 
cerned — his good will has only tended to their deeper 
guilt and greater condemnation! — God's benevolent 
designs have in most cases been inefficient ! — and the 
life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ 
have been, in regard to them, in vain ! ! ! And does 
it contribute to man's interest to beUeve that though 
the whole world has been redeemed, yet there is a pos- 
sibiUty of the whole world being held in everlasting 
bondage ! that though Christ wished to save all, and 
paid a price for all, and received a grant of all, to bring 
them to glory, he could only accomplish the salvation 
of, comparatively, very few ! What confidence could 
be begotten towards Christ by the persuasion that he 
is the propitiation, not for the sins of those only 
whose sins are in consequence taken away, but also for 
the sins of those whose sins are retained, and whose 
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punishment is certain? How would the child of God 
be delivered from his evil consciousness through re- 
newed £aith in the propitiatory sacrifice of Christ, by 
the reflexion, that, notwithstanding the value of that 
sacrifice, some for whom it had been offered— whose 
atonement had been made — whose Redemption had 
been obtained! (Heb. ix. 12) — might be finally in a 
worse condition than they would have been had Christ 
never died at all? But let God be true, He hath said, 
who was God manifest in the flesh. •' I lay down 
my life for my sheep :" ''And they shall never perish, 
neither shall any pluck them out of my hand. My 
Father which gave them me is greater than all, and 
none is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 
1 and my Father are One. " (John x. 1 5 , 28 — 80. ) This 
leads to the consideration of, 

III. The indefeisibility of Redemption— in other 
words, that the deliverance of the soul is secured for 
the redeemed, against all possibility of failure or of 
loss. This follows as a consequence of the former po- 
sitions. The security of the people of God depends not 
upon themselves but upon the Father's grant of them 
to his Son in the everlasting covenant; upon the in- 
finite and everlasting efficacy of the atonement made 
by Christ for them; and upon the almightiness of 
Jehovah wljich is pledged to keep them, thi^ough faith, 
unto salvation, (i Pet. 1.5.) It appears blasphemy 
to say that any of those whom Christ designed to save 
shall ever be lost— it is blasphemy to assert that his 
redeemed shall not l)e *' drawn" to Christ; shall not 
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136 ^'taught of God ; ** shall not have spirilual life given 
them; shall not be ''made willing;" shall not be 
' ' created anew, ** and ' ' purified to be a pecuUar people, 
zealous of good works;" all which is promised respect- 
ing the Lord's redeemed. ''They are saved, in the 
Lordj with an everlasting Sdlyaition' — " they are loved 
with an everlasting love" — they are redeemed with 
an " ff^rwfl/ Redemption." (Isai. xlv. 17; Jer. xxxi. 
3 ; Heb. ix. 12.) The language of the inspired vo- 
lume concerning them is, '' If his (Christ's) children 
forsake my law and walk not in my judgments ; if 
they break my statutes and keep not my oonmiand- 
ments, then will I \isit their transgression with the 
rod and their iniquity ynXh stripes. Nevertheless, 
my loving-kindness will I not utterly take from him , 
nor suffer my faithfulness to fail. My covenant will 
I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my 
lips." (Ps. Ixxiax. 30-84.) 

God deals with the redeemed as a wise and affec- 
tionate father with his dear children. He carries oh 
their education in love. When they transgress, they 
are ''chastened for their profit;" (Heb. xii. 10) 
when there is a "need be," they are tried; (1 Pet. i. 
6) " a messenger of Satan— a thorn in the flesh — is 
given to buffet them, lest they be exalted above mea- 
sure ;" (2 Cor. xii. 7) but in all their temptations 
— in all their infirmities — in all their afflictions ' ' his 
t^race is sufficient;" his purpose respecting them.is im- 
mutable; " thf crown of righteousness is laid up for 
them ;" " he is able to keep," and he will keep, "that 
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which is committed unto him, (even their souk) 
against his day ;" they shall be " more than con- 
querors through him who loves them !" (2 Tim. 
iv,8; i. 12; 1 Pet. iv. 19; Rom. viii. 87.) 

If they sin, they have an Advocate with the Father, 
and their Advocate is righteous for their sakes ; (and 
if they say that they have no sin, they deceive them- 
selves, at whatever stage of their coiu*se they be, and 
the truth is not in them)— they need no new propitia- 
tion, for their righteous Advocate is also their atoning 
sacrifice; and by virtue of it ^^God is faithful and - 
just to foi^ve them their sins ; and to cleanse them 
from all unrighteousness." (1 John ii. 2 ; i. 8, 9.) 
'' Give thanks then unto the Lord," ye his children, 
^' for he is good ; and his mercy enduretb forever." 
* ' Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom he 
hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy ! " ' * For 
with the Lord there is mercy, and with him is 
plenteous redemption!" ^*He sent redemption unto 
his people : he hath commanded his covenant for 
ever; Holy and reverend is his name!" (Ps. cvii. 1, 
2 ; cxxx. 7; cxi. 9.) 

We have thus seen the nature, extent, and inde- 
feisibility of the redemption which is in Christ Jesus ; 
and now we have to consider, 

IV. The design of it— or the end which the Lord 
Jesus had in view when he gave hiinself a ransom for 
his people. Were our contemplation of the work of 
Christ to terminate in the subjects already examined, 
our minds would have embraced but a partial, in- 
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adequate, and very defective notion of it. We should 
indeed have learned ivhat ivas truths but we should 
not have learned the whole truth. We should have 
gained information upon subjects of unspeakable 
importance to understand, but there would be sub- 
jects of everlasting interest remaining yet to be ap- 
prehended. God has not stopped here ; but together 
with his message of reconciliation, he has revealed 
his purpose in redemption : and the text not only 
states the means by which deliverance is eflTected, 
but it specifies also the end for which Christ has given 
himself, namely, to purify his redeemed, having 
delivered them from all iniquity, to be unto him- 
self, a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

Mark well their state ^ **a peculiar people,*' and 
their character^ " zealous of good works." These mu- 
tually involve and illustrate each other — for the 
character of the I'edeemed cannot be formed or ex- 
pressed without their being previously put into this 
state of relationship to Christ ; and the relationship 
cannot exist without this exhibition of character. 

The terms employed by the Apostle to describe the 
privileges of the persons whom Christ has redeemed, 
send us again to the Old Testament Scriptures in 
order to obtain thence an accurate knowledge of their 
blessed condition. We there find the phrase ' * pe- 
culiar people" frequently used in reference to the 
children of Israel. Thus '' Ye have seen what I did 
unto the Egyptians, and how 1 bare you on eagles* 
wings, and brought you unto myself. Now there- 
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fore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my 
covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto 
me, above all people ; for all the earth is mine : and 
ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an 
holy nation." — " The Lord thy God hath chosen thee 
to be a special people unto himself, above all the 
people that are upon the face of the earth." — ** The 
Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people 
unto himself above all the nations that are upon the 
earth." (Ex. xix. 5, 6; Deut. vii. 6; xiv. 2.) Now 
in what respect were the Israelites a peculiar people? 

They were chosen of God — not for their number, 
their weftt§, or their righteousness ; for they are re- 
peatedly reminded, that they were '*the fewest of all 
people ; " (Deut. vii. 7) ' ' that God gave them power 
to get wealth" (Deut. viii. 18) and that they were 
' ' a stiflnecked and rebellious people. " (Deut. ix. 6, 7. ) 
There was nothing in them more than in the other 
nations of the earth, on account of which they were 
made the chosen people of the Lord ; but in selecting 
them to be his peculiar treasure Jehovah acted accord- 
ing to the counsel of his own will. 

They were especial objects of Jehovah's care; 
which was manifested towards them in a manner in 
which it was not shewn to others — who, however 
they participated in the ordinary blessings of his pro- 
vidence — however they received * ' rain and fruitful 
seasons, filling their hearts with food and gladness ; " 
(Acts xiv, 17) yet were strangers to his extraordinary 
regard ; and of Israel alone do we find it recorded— 
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*'The Lord's portion is his people ; Jacob is the lot of 
his inheritance. He found him in a desert land and 
in the waste howling wilderness— he led him about — 
he instructed him — he kept him as the apple of his 
eye. As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over 
her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, 
beareth them on her wings, so the Lord alone did 
lead him." (Dcut. xxxii. 9—12.) 

They had Jehovah for their God, in a sense in 
which he was not a God to any other people in the 
world— who though they were not left without witness 
of ** his eternal power and Godhead," (Rom. i. 20) 
and though ' ' in him they lived and movea and had 
their being ; " (Acts xvii. 28) yet were left ignorant 
of his character and lived without God in the world ; 
and of Israel alone he saith, ^^I am the Lord thy 
God"—'' the Lord God of your Fathers." — '• I will - 
take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a 
God; and ye shall know that I am the Lord. 
(Ex. vi. 7.) 

They had laws to direct them, which other nations 
possessed not— who though they had a conscience 
which served as a law unto them (See Rom ii. 14) — 
yet had they no revealed standard to direct them ; and 
of Israel only was it said ''What nation is there so 
great that hath statutes and judgments so righteous 
as all this law which I set before you this day." 
(Deut. iv. 8.) "Did ever people hear the voice of 
God speaking out of the midst of the fire as thou 
hast heard, and live ? — Out of heaven he made thee 
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to hear his voice, that he might instruct thee. " — 
' * And the Lord commanded them to do all his sta- 
tutes, to fear the Lord their God, for their good al- 
ways, that he might preserve them alive. " ( Deut. 
iv. 33, 36; vi. 24.) 

They had promises to encourage them^ in which 
the other nations of the earth were uninterested— 
promises, for the fulfilment of which the fidelity of 
God is to be trusted, since it is recorded by Joshua, 
concerning those which related to the possession of 
Canaan, and the settlement of the children of Israel 
there, ^'Behold, this day I am going the way of all 
the earth ; and ye know in all your hearts and in all 
your souls, that not one thing hath failed of all the 
good things which the Lord God spake concerning 
you; all are come to pass unto you, and not one 
thing hath failed thereof.'' (Jos. xxiii. 14.) 

In all this Israel was a type of the church of Christ 
— for what that privileged people was among the na- 
tions of the earth, such is the church in the world. 

It was chosen from among men, not for its num- 
ber, its power, or its righteousness ; for it is ** a little 
flock" — helpless in itself —** miserable, tvretched, 
poor, blind, and naked ; " — ^'children of wrath even 
as others "— " but. God who is rich in mercy, for his 
great love wherewith he loved it, even when it was 
dead in sins, quickened" and still quickens ^' it, 
together with Christ ; " and makes it * * a chosen ge- 
neration, a royal priesthood, a peculiar people, to 
shew forth the praises of him who calls it out of 
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darkness into his marvellous light '' ( Luke xii. 32 ; 
Rev. iii. 17 ; Ep. ii. 3 — 5 ; 1 Pet ii. 9 ; ) — and He 
reminds it — '* that by grace it is saved through faith, 
and that, not of itself; it is the gift of God : not of 
virorks." (Ep. ii. 8, 9.) 

The Redeemed of the Lord are a peculiar people, 
inasmuch as they are especial objects of Immanuefs 
care, — Jesus stands in a relation to the children of 
his kingdom, which he bears not to any others. He 
is their Saviour from sin, both in its guilt and con- 
demnation, and also in its dominion. — He is their 
Advocate at the right hand of the Majesty on high — 
They are exhorted to ' ' cast all their care on him for 
hecareth for them." (I Pet. v. 7.) — Are they ignor- 
ant, he takes charge of their education— Are they 
corrupt, he provides for their purification — Are they 
tempted, he is at hand to deliver them — Are they 
weak, he gives them strength— Have they fallen, he 
is present to lift them up — ! Brethren ! what a 
blessed privilege is yours ! While the rest of man- 
kind have been suffered to go on in a way that is not 
good, which leadeth to death, your Redeemer has in 
love put you upon the way of life ! while they are 
suffered to *' trust in an arm of flesh"— to * Mean upon 
a broken reed ;" your Lord has shewn himself to be 
your strength ! while they are incessantly occupied 
in making provision for their temporal interests, un- 
mindful of the higher interests of eternity, you know, 
child of God! that *' Vanity" is inscribed upon 
every thing here below ; and that however apparently 
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adverse, '^ all things work together for good to them 
who love God, who are the called according to his 
purpose!" (Rom. viii. 28.) Jehovah-Jireh (the 
Lord will provide ) is a covenant title of yom* God ; 
and he who is '^ Head over all things to the church/' 
has commanded you by his apostles, to be ^ ^ careful 
for nothing ! " Ah ! what care is this, which your 
Good Shepherd, who never slumbereth or sleepeth, 
has for you : to keep you while you are in the world 
from the evil— to keep you abiding in himself — to 
keep you on the narrow, straight way — to *^keep you 
from the hour of temptation which is coming on the 
world " — " to keep you by his mighty power, through 
faith, unto salvation ! " 

The redeemed of the Lord have God for their God^ 
in a sense in which he is not a God to any others ; 
who, however by the expression of devotional feelings 
they give evidence that man is formed to be suscep- 
tible of religious impressions, yet ^* worship they 
know not what." God, as a covenant, sin-hating, 
yet sin-pardoning God— a God, who is Just while 
he dispenseth mercy, and Merciful while he exerciseth 
justice— a God, who, in all the attributes of deity is 
by counsel and by oath pledged to the salvation of 
those for whom Christ gave himself a ransom— a God, 
who, while he . gives the most awful demonstration 
of the exceeding sinfulness of sin, is yet arrayed in all 
the attractive loveliness of abounding mercy- God, 
in a word, as he is made known by Jesus Christ, in 
whom he reconciled sinners of all descriptions unto 
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himself, is not the God of the world, — it neither 
worships such a Being, nor knows him. Of the world 
it is said, that '' by wisdom it knew not God" — " that 
it liked not to retain him in its knowledge," even in 
those first principles respecting ^ ' his power and god- 
head," which the things that are made do teach (1 Cor. 
i. 21 ; Rom. i. 20, 28.) But the redeemed of the 
Lord, to whom the Son hath revealed him, can say 
** This God is our God^ for ever and ever ;" for JBie 
hath said conc^ning them '^ I will be to them a God, 
and they shall be to me a people. " 

to be able to say. My Lord! and My God ! — to 
be able with intelligence to confess him ; with con- 
fidence to trust him ! to see a Father's hand in every 
dispensation, a Father's care in every providence ! 
beUever, do you know God ? Behold he speaks to 
you when difficulties surround, and dangers beset your 
path — when trials and persecutions arise because of 
the word — when your heart tremUes, and your weak 
hands hang dovtm, and your feeble knees totter — then 
he saith ' ^ Fear thou not for I am with thee : be not 
dismayed for I am thy God : I will strengthen thee ; 
yea, I will help thee ; yea, I will uphold thee with the 
right hand of my righteousness." Again he saith. 
Fear not ; I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand" 
-.and again '* Fear not; I will help thee saith the 
Lord and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel— 
and yet again **Fear not; for I have redeemed 
thee ! When thou passest through the waters I will be 
with thee; and through the rivers they shall not over- 
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flow thee : when thou walkest tlirough the fire thou 
shalt not he burnt ; neither shall the flame kindle 
upon thee!" (Isai. xli. 10, 13, 14; xliii. 1,2.) 

Is God your God ? Then glorify him as God. He has 
manifested himself in C hrist to you , in a way in which he 
does not manifest himself to others. He has drawn you 
to Christ — has pardoned you in Christ — has regene- 
rated you in Christ — adopted you into his royal family 
in Christ — blessed you in Christ, '* yea, and you shall 
be blessed, and none can reverse it ! " Are these pecu- 
liar privileges ? Are these the covenant gifts which dis- 
tinguish his purchased possession from others ; and have 
they indeed been conferred upon you ? Then be distinct 
and separate — *' walk worthy of the vocation with 
which you are called" — ' ' be not conformed to this world , 
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. " 

Believer ! — God in Christ is your God ! Then up- 
hold the glory of your Immanuel —doubt not his faith- 
fulness—question not his love. ''In all your ways 
acknowledge him " in all your wants; your failings, 
your infirmities, ''make your requests known unto 
him by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving; 
and the peace of God shall be with you. " His throne 
of mercy is set for you— The faithful High priest 
is gone into heaven for you —his gracious ear is open 
for you— his omnipotent arm is bared for you ! Your 
God tells you not to be straitened toward him, for 
his love is not straitened tov^rards you. Your God 
is "the same yesterday, to day, and for ever," 
(Heb. xiii. 8) and he tells you that he "will keep 
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him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed upon him. ** 
(Isai. xxvi. 3.) 

O what blessedness is this ! — God, who made heaven 
and earth— whom once you knew not— loved not — 
served not; God, without whom you lived, regardless 
alike of his favour or his frown ; Grod against whom 
you daringly rebelled, and impiously blasphemed — 
this God so great in power — so glorious in holiness — 
so dreadful in wrath ; so despised, insulted, n^lected 
— has called you by his grace— drawn you with the 
cords of love— deUvered you from the bondage of cor- 
ruption - raised you to the dignity of his people— in- 
stated you in the privileges of his family — and crowned 
you with loving-kindness and tender mercies. '* This 
God," ^'0 ye redeemed of the Lord, is your God for 
ever and ever ; he will be your guide ^en unto death ! '* 
(Ps. xlviii. 14.) 

The redeemed of the Lord, have lawn to regulate 
their lives and conversations^ which are not enjoined 
upon any others. Examine those recorded in the fifth, 
sixth, and seventh of Matthew — and say, are not they 
who obey them ' ' a peculiar people '* — and are they not 
^^ zealous of good works? "—Examine the thirteenth 
of first Corinthians, and say, are not they who walk 
after that rule ** a peculiar people " — and are they not 
'^ zealous of good works?" — Examine the closing 
chapters in the Apostolic Epistles, and say, will not 
they who maintain a conversation such as is therein en- 
joined, be *' a peculiar people" in the world, and can 
their zeal for good works be questioned ? 
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^ They have promises^ in which none but they are in- 
terested — Promises^ of present peace, and future glory : 
promises of wisdom to the ignorant — of strength to the 
weak— of succour to the tempted — of deliverance to 
the assaulted by Satan >- of triumph to those who resist 
him! Promises ^^of the life that now is and of that 
which is to^come" (I Tim. iv. 8) — promises of 
** every thing pertaining to life and godliness" (2 Pet. 
i. 3)— promises of gracious, aflTectionate, and intimate 
communion— of oneness with Christ— of seeing him — 
of being like him— of reigning with him throughout 
the eternal ages ! (John xvi. 26, 27 ; xiv. 20 ; I John 
iii. 2; 2 Tim. ii. 12; Rev. xxii. 5.) 

Such are the blessed privileges of the Lord's Re- 
deemed— such honour have all his Saints — Well, then, 
to them may be applied the language of the venerable 
Moses, when he had reviewed the Lord's past mercies 
to Israel, and his prophetic soul realized their mercies 
yet to come, — ^^^^ Happy art thou, O Israel : who is 
like unto thee, people saved by the Lord, the shield 
of thy help, and who is the sword of thy excellency. " 
(Deut. xxxiii. 29.) 

And now in this view of Redemption is there any- 
thing which can obstruct the proclamation of his love 
in all its blessed broadness? Is there anything which 
should make us diffident of annomicing '*to every 
creature" the glad tidings, that " there is forgiveness 
with God that he may be feared? " Is there anything 
that contradicts the predestinating purpose of God, in 
announcing, ' ' Whosoever cometh unto him he will in 
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no wise cast out"— that '-Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners " - that ' ' he who knew no sin be- 
came sin " for those who were wholly sinful, that such 
''might be made the righteousness of God in him?*' 
Nothing ! His command is, that these tidings of great 
joy shall be preached to every creature. (Mark xv. 15. ) 
This message is his only ordinance for Separating the 
wheat from the chaff— the good seed from the bad — the 
precious from the vile. It is the Spirit's ' ^sword" — that 
weapon of ethereal temper by which he subdues the 
rebellion of the natural heart and brings it into sub- 
jection to God- it is the ''great trumpet" which 
gathers his elect from the four vnnds of heaven— it is 
the "light" which makes manifest the children of God 
and the children of this world— it is the " voice" of the 
(Jood Shepherd which calls his sheep unto the fold — it 
is the ' ' discerner " between those who are Christ's and 
those who are not — it is the ' ' testimony " of the Spirit — 
the " way of truth "-- the "law of liberty," "the power 
of God" unto salvation to every one that believetib. 
Who is excluded? - from the proclamation— none, but 
they who exclude themselves ! from the blessing— none, 
but they who ' ' judge themselves unworthy of eternal 
life"— who wilfully "reject the counsel of God against 
themselves." (Acts xiii. 46; Luke vii. 30.) God's 
puqx)se to save the redeemed only, although that pur- 
pose be unchangeably fixed, cannot be our guide in the 
declaration of the Gospel. Who are not the redeenied 
we cannot tell — but that they are just as others, chil- 
dren of disobedience and of wrath, until the word of 
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life, in .the hand of the Spirit, quicken them, is amply 
testified in the sacred record ; and to such indiscrimi- 
nately do '' the servants of the Most High God declare 
the way of salvation " in order that ' ' they who are or- 
dained unto eternal life, may believe,'' (Acts xiii. 48) 
*'and beUeving have life by the Name" of Jesus; 
(John XX. 31) who gave himself for them, that be 
might redeem them from all iniquity and purify unto 
himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. " 
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CHRISTIAN LIBERTY. 



" Where tlw ^irit of the Lord •>, there is liberty.'* 

2 Com. Ui. 17. 



In this sublime chapter the Aposde institutes a 
comparison between the Mosaic and the Christian 
oeconomy; and by various arguments establishes 
the superiority of the latter over the former. The 
law, which impressed upon the Sinai covenant its 
peculiar character, was ^^ written and engraven in 
stones ;" the gospel, which characterized the New cove- 
nant, was ^^ written in the fleshly tables of the heart.'' 
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(Verse 3.) The law could be r^arded in no higher 
light than as a ^ ' killing letter/' inasmuch as it threaten- 
ed and punished with death the transgressors of it ; 
the gospel on the contrary, stands forth as a '^ quicken- 
ing spirit/' proclaiming to the guilty that ^* iniquity 
is pardoned and that sin is covered." (verse 6.) The 
law ministered ^^ condemnation/' the gospel ministers 
'* righteousness/' (verse 9.) The law *' death /'the 
gospel ** life." (verses 7, 8.) The law is described in 
the epistle to the Hebrews as ^^ making nothing per- 
fect/' but the gospel, by * ' the bringing in of a better 
hope/' as ** perfecting for ever" those who believe it. 
(Heb. vii. 19; x. 14.) The law, under which, the 
Aaronic priesthood existed, was ^^ imposed until the 
time of reformation/' and then was to cease for ever ; 
(Heb. ix. 9,10; vii. 12, 18;) the gospel, under 
which the Melchisedec priesthood was introduced, is 
designed to endure throughout all ages. (Heb. vii. 15, 
16, 17.) The law has only '*the shadow of good 
things to come, " affording but a transitory and obscure 
representation of them ; the gospel is ^ ^ the very image 
of those things," expressing their perfect form and 
exact resemblance. (Heb. x. 1.) The law provided 
for the worshippers under it, no better atonement 
than ' ' the blood of bulls and of goats" which though 
" offered year by year continually," could only pu- 
rify the outer man, but was wholly inefficient to take 
away sins; (Heb. x. 1 — 4; andix. 13;) the gospel by 
the atoning blood of Christ *^ once offered," ** purifies 
the conscience," and ensures '^ eternal redemption." 
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(Heb. ix. 12, 14, 28.) The law possessed a ^ory 
indeed, as having been ministered by angels, and 
promulged under circumstances of most imposing 
solemnity and grandeur ; which glory was absorbed 
in '^ the excelling glory" of the gospel ministered by 
the Son of God — even as the splendour of the morning 
star is swallowed up in the effulgence of the risen sun. 
(2 Cor. iii. 9—1 1.) The i law placed ** a yoke of 
bondage upon the necks of its disciples, which they 
were not able to bear ; " (Actsxv. 10;) the goq)el brings 
its disciples under the ^' easy yoke of Christ," whose 
service is perfect freedom. (Matt. xi. 30.) 

My friends and brethren, we have never borne the 
cx5remonial yoke — we live und^ a dispensation of light, 
such as Israel, in the most brilliant of her eras, never 
enjoyed ; a dispensation, in which we all may clearly 
behold the glory of the Lord in the face of Jesus 
Christ, unlike the children of Israel under the law, 
who could not look stedfastly to the end of it, nor 
bear that glory reflected upon the face of Moses— we 
live in a period of the world's history in which a 
love of liberty has been inspired, and flowing through 
the arteries of nations, is throbbing in almost every 
heart, and beating in every pulse to effect its univer- 
sal establishment — we dwell in that particular spot 
iji which the spirit has been evoked, that has gone 
forth to tell men that they should be free, and in the 
cannon's roar and in the dang of arms is making his 
mighty voice to be heard and heeded — we are sub- 
jects of a kingdom which is proverbially distinguished 
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as " The Land of Freedom"— we enjoy the blessings 
of civil and religious liberty, so that every man's house 
is his castle, every man's conscience is his temple : 
but with all these manifold advantages— arising from 
the peculiar character of the times in which we live ; 
the place in which we dwell ; the kingdom with whose 
interests we are identified ; and the privileges with 
which Providence has personally endowed us; the 
important question which concerns us, and which it 
behoves us to have resolved, is, do we possess Liberty 
of soul? 

The answer to this momentous enquiry leads to 
the proposing another in which it is involved. Have 
we the Spirit of the Lord ? But, ignorant of the fact 
that the Spirit of Christ may be had, and more, mmt 
be had in order to return a correct and satisfactory 
answer — '*for if any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ, he is none of his"— the far greater portion 
of mankind constructs its reply upon what the human 
mind conceives is calculated to give man happiness. 
Thence, instead of the plain, and unequivocal reso- 
lution of this question, implied in the text, namely, 
that Liberty of soul is possessed where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, and there only^ we have ds many dif- 
ferent accounts of the matter, as there are different 
dispositions among men, and different objects from 
which Ihey expect happiness to be derived. 

Thus, one man esteems worldly honours and poli- 
tical influence to be the one thing needful ; and con- 
ceives that were this attained his soul would be 




188 CHRISTIAIW LIBERTY. 

emancipated from the bondage of inquietude; and 
that be would be at perfect liberty. But look at that 
man who has at length arrived at the dizzy eminence 
of political power —whose master mind directs the 
movements of the body politic — who has in his 
hands the temporal destinies of millions — whose brow 
is encircled with the ensigns of rank— and in the 
sun^ine of whose favour the most illustrious are 
ambitious to live : and ask him, whether the station 
he possesses has answered his expectation in commu- 
nicating Uberty of soul? And if he be candid, he will 
confess that— what from the cares of office, and the 
responsibility of power -what firom the calumny of 
some, and the jealousy of others - what from the evil 
construction put by his rivals upon his best intentions 
—what from the fickleness of the people's favour, with 
whom he may be to day the idol of a blind reverence, 
and to-morrow the victim of infuriated hate —what 
with the total absorption of his energies both mental 
and corporeal in the affairs connected vrith the pre- 
sent hour ; he tastes so little the comfort of true free- 
dom, that the meanest of his vassals who lives upon 
his bounty enjoys more real liberty than he. 

Another, who at heart despises the vanity of that 
man's mind who seeks liberty of soul in the paths of 
ambition, supposes it to be had only in the posses- 
sion of this world's wealth; and in order to acquire 
it ** rises up early and late takes rest" — his magazines 
are filled with the richest produce of other and far 
distant lands his vessels, freighted with the wealth of 
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nations are borne upon the bosom of the mighty deep 
>~his heart throbs with the proud consciousness of 
possessing that which gives energy to conmierce and 
life to industry. He is hailed on the exchange — sa- 
luted at the bank— reverenced in the streets — greeted 
in the market-place — idolized among his friends — 
and feared among his enemies. But ask him whether 
be have liberty of soul — and if he be candid he too 
will confess, that though his credit be unlimited — 
his resources inexhaustible — his influence unbounded 
— his person worshipped— and his opposition dreaded : 
though he be clothed in purple and fine linen and 
fai'e sumptuously every day— though his external 
security be unmolested- and his outward peace un- 
broken—though his body repose upon a bed of down 
—and all seem fair within— yet there is not a breeze 
that agitates the billows, but rocks his soul upon a 
bed of cares. 

A third pities the folly of the man who expects 
liberty from power, and the insanity of the man who 
looks for it in the idolatry of gold, and proclaims that 
he alone is truly free, whose soul disdaining to be 
fettered by the rules of moralists and by the maxims 
of sages, follows the instincts of his nature^ and gives 
loose reins to his sensual appetites. Is this man free? 
INo : the Pleasurist, of all men, is the veriest slave 
alive ! The most arbitrary despot who ever swayed 
a scepter never exercised such tyranny over an enslav- 
ed people as do his unbridled lusts over him ! Be is 
under the influence of a principle more capricious 
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than Ihc winds — more insatiable than '*the horse- 
leech s daughters which cry give, give*' (Prov. xxx. 
15} and never have enough! Though he have cast 
off all restraints to the gratification of his desires — 
though he smile contemptuously upon men of soherer 
minds and purer habits— though he be the foremost 
to deny the liberty of others and confidently to assert 
hbown; yet his restless spirit— his sunken eye— his 
bagged countenance — his emaciated frame — his ever 
changing, never satisfied appetency, proclaim aloud 
the bondage of his soul, and we need not ask him 
whether he be free ! 

Thus in a thousand other cases, the insufficiency 
of created things to give Uberty of soul may be satis- 
factorily demonstrated. But let one ^peak for all. 
Look at that man whose enterprising spirit made trial 
of every thing under the sun, to ascertain where hap- 
piness might be found — one who stood upon the 
highest pinnacle of rank— who was powerful— wrise 
— wealthy ; who gave up his heart to know by per- 
sonal experience, what was good in all things most 
esteemed among men— and what was the result of the 
experiment? As he applied to each it answered that 
it was not in it— and as he proved it and passed on, 
he affixed to each its eternal character, '^ Vanity and 
vexation of spirit. " (Ecdes. ii. 17.) 

But where is this liberty to be found ? The text 
answers — ** Where the Spirit of the Lord is"— who 
opens the understanding '' to know the things which 
are freely given of God"— who demonstrates the truth 
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of the gospel of his Son— who newly-creates, antl 
sanctifies the inner man — ^'Tlierey is" true '* Li- 
berty !" Degrade him who has this Spirit from die 
station he held in society— deprive him of wealth — 
{dunge him into poverty — dry up the avenues of 
pleasure — incarcerate him in a dungeon — extinguish 
his lamp of life —still you leave him free. The liberty 
he possesses before God is indestructible, and inde- 
pendent of all contingencies! This is its peculiar 
character. The liberty of nations on the contrary is 
precarious. The error of a minister, or the wicked 
policy of a government may strike at the root of a 
people's freedom, even whilst they are promised in- 
creased ad vantages : in like manner theUbertyof an in- 
dividual is wholly dependent upon the circumstances 
with which he is connected. Not so the liberty where- 
with Christ makes his people free ! — Nay, rathar, 
in circumstances the most adverse, in situations the 
most unfavourable, its independent character shines 
forth with additional splendour. Thus the three 
Hebrews who were cast bound into the midst of 
the king of Babylon's burning fiery furnace, because 
they were bold to maintain their holy liberty, were 
preserved unhurt either in their bodies or their spi- 
rits, and the only power retained by the jQames was to 
consume their enemies who were the instruments to 
execute the king's unrighteous decree ; and the bonds 
wherewith the Lord s free servants had been bound. 
Thus too, Paul and Silas, when they were bold in 
the Lord to declare his word, and to bear testimony to 
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their Master, being cast into the public prison at Phi- 
lippic and their feet made fast in the stocks, were 
upheld by his ** free Spirit. " The word of their God 
could not be bound — their enfranchised spirits could 
not be enchained — but their holy liberty of soul 
was expressed in praises to their Lord, who had 
<' counted them worthy to suffer shame for his name." 
(Acts V. 41.) 

It is divinely communicated— ** If the Son shaU 
make you free, ye shall be free indeed." (John viii. 
86. ) It is imparted by means of the truth — ' * ye shall 
know the truth and the truth shall make you free. " 
(John viii. 32.) It is a holy liberty ~^^ As free, yet 
not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness. " 
(1 Pet. ii. 16.) 

But the nature of Christian Liberty will be more 
distinctly apprehended, by considering what are those 
things from which it sets men free. And, 

1 . Where the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty 
from Condemnation — in which condition every man 
is placed in consequence of transgression ; and in 
which state he must remain, in consequence of his 
natural blindness of mind and obliquity of will j unless, 
and until it please the Spirit who worketh according 
to his own purpose, (1 Cor. xii. 11 j to sanctify the 
latter, by imparting light unto the former. It is 
an humbling statement, from which human pride 
instinctively revolts, that, notwithstanding our '^ fair 
show in the flesh" — our upright, honourable, and 
benevolent character -notwithstanding our abhor- 
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ifence of vice, and our approbation of what is called 
virtue— notwithstanding our receiving the acknow- 
ledgments of those who take cognizance of what is 
praiseworthy, and our consciousness of promoting 
the general well-being of society — notwithstanding 
our being considered as eyes to the blind, and feet to 
the lame— so that ** when the ear hears us, then it 
blesses us, and when the eye sees us, it gives witness 
unto us"— notwithstanding our " delivering the poor 
that cry, and the fatherless and him that had none to 
help him"— so that ' * the blessing of him that was ready 
to perish come upon us, and the widow's heart be 
made to sing for joy" (Job. xxix. 11 to 13.) — I say, 
notwithstanding all this, to be told they whose cha- 
racters are thus hallowed among men, are under 
condemnation, even as others ; that such are in bon- 
dage, even as others ; that such are as incapable 
of delivering themselves, as others— a^nd that all this 
excellency of character may exist, where the Spirit 
of the Lord is not— and that where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, and there only, is liberty from condemna- 
tion—is too painful and degrading to be received, and 
requires the putting forth of divine power to over- 
come our aversion to it. 

And how is it that man is in this condition?— For 
certainly God made man upright—stamped his own 
image upon his character— viewed him with perfect 
satisfaction, and pronounced him to be very good. 
True — but it is written that instead of walking writh 
God and hearkening unto his voice, he listened to the 
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voice of the tempter, and departed from the source of 
purity. Our first father sinned, and all his posterity 
have followed his pernicious ways --one and all have 
ever since '' worshipped and served the creature more 
than the Creator"— and if in the history of mankind 
any exceptions appear, as brilliant phenomena amidst 
the darkness of the universal apostacy — they have 
arisen from the outgoings of divine philanthropy, 
turning them from the error of their ways, and up- 
holding them in the way of truth. 

The aversion which our minds discover to the 
scripture account of our natural condition arises, 
partly from ignorance of scripture on the subject — and 
partly from the imperfect notion we have formed of 
sin. The scripture account of man s condition is 
simply this— ^* The judgment is by one (sin— that is, 
the transgression of Adam) unto condemnation.'' 
** Therefore by the ofiTence of one (man) judgment 
came upon all men unto condemnation.'' (Rom. v. 
16, 18.) " And this is the condemnatiouy that light 
is come ijcito the world, and men bved darkness rather 
t\\an light, because their deeds were «vil." (John iii. 
19.) These passages contain two momentous truths, 
namely, that there is a love of spiritual darkness and 
^ dislike of spiritual Ught in the heart of man ; and 
that this unholy disposition arises from the corruption 
of our nature inherited from the original transgressor 
— so that Doan, as viewed from the throne of God, 
presents the woeful spectacle of one unvarying mass 
of ungodliness — '' every imagination of the thoughts 
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of his heart being only evil continually.'' (Gen. vi .5.) 
And the awful nature of sin is manifested in the 
terrific consequences which followed Adam's trans- 
gression. **Sin is the transgression of the law"— b}' 
which law sin is discovered, for we could not know 
what sin is but by the law : (Rom. iii. 20 ; vii. 7) 
—and the establishing the law gave occasion to sin to 
abound and shew forth its exceeding sinfulness (Rom. 
V. 20; vii. 13.) — It is sin which has separated be- 
tween God and man : Sin— not as consisting of a scries 
of rebellious acts— but as expressing, in even one act, 
the existence of a principle which is opposed to God. 
Concerning sin, an Apostle says — '^Cursed is every 
one who continueth not in all things that are written 
in the book of the law to do them" (Gal. iii. 10)— 
and another, '* whosoever shall keep the whole law, 
and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. " ( Jas. 
ii. 10.) Thus we see that to be subject to the con- 
demning sentoice of the law, which is, ^ ^ The Soul 
that sinneth it shall die" (Ez. xviii. 4) — it is not 
necessary that we be guilty of gross, or desperate, or 
unblushing viciousness— that we offend against the 
laws of civilized society— that we sin against] light, 
against knowledge, against mercies, against warnings, 
against conscience--that we grow old, and be con- 
firmed in habits of sin —but if we «£n— though it be 
but in one instance— though it have but arisen in 
the mind— have ' biit been entertained by the will— 
though it never break forth into act ^ we are sub- 
ject to that sentence which has been passed upon the 

13* 
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whole human family, "sihce all have simied," and 
'* there is no difference." (Romans iii. 22, 23.) 

And how is deliverance effected? By the all-suf- 
ficiency of the Great Substituted Sacrifice for the sins 
of the guilty — who ** was made under the law, that 
he might redeem them who were under the law " — 
who to deliver them from the curse, became himself a 
curse — as it is written ' ' Cursed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree." (Gal. iii. 13; iv. 4, 5.) 

The Lord looked from heaven— he saw that there 
was no man who could *' deliver his own soul," or 
that of his ^ ' brother, or give to God a ransom for him " 
— *^ Therefore his own arm brought salvation unto 
him, his own righteousness it sustained him." Di- 
vine wrath was poured into the cup of the Lord's in- 
dignation—and Jesus drank it to the very dregs. 
Would you realize the horrors of that sentence from 
which the Son of God has delivered his people— then 
come with me to Calvary, and let us stand at the foot 
of the cross. Behold that man of sorrows! — him, 
who is in the midst of the three who are there crucified 
— him, whose * ' visage is marred more than any man's, 
and his form more than the sons of men" — him, who is 
bruised and sore smitten and acquainted with griefs. 
Mark, how he is insulted and mocked and wounded ! 
Hear the agony of his soul expressed in that deeply 
touching cry— '^ My (God! my God! why hast thou 
forsaken me?" and say, if one who was '* holy, harm- 
less, undefiled and separate from sinners "—in whom 
was no sin— was thus made to suffer the agony of the 
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damned, as bearing the sins of his redeemed, how shall 
they who have gone astray from the moment they were 
bom — whose trespasses have arisen even to heaven as 
a huge mountain, expect to escape the righteous in- 
dignation of God ? What Jesus suffered in soul when 
he thus cried unto his Father, they who shaU be finally 
condemned must suffer for ever. His soul was then 
in hell, enduring the torments of the lost — bearing the 
punishment they shall for ever bear— for this is the 
punishment—^* everlasting destruction from the pre- 
sence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power. " 
(2 Th. i. 9.) He had a promise, as man's sin-bearer 
and sin-sentence-endurer that his soul would not be 
left in this state of destruction— this destitution of his 
Father s countenance : but there is no promise upon 
which the children of men can build a hope, that their 
sentence of perpetual anguish shall ever be reversed. 

With this suffering of the Just in the room of the 
unjust, God has given witness that he is well pleased, 
by raising Jesus from the dead. And now he has 
commanded it to be proclaimed among the fallen 
children of Adam, that " God was in Christ reconciling 
sinners unto himself;" that ** for his righteousness sake 
he is well pleased ;" and, ' * whosoever believeth in him 
is justified from all things from which he could not be 
justiQed by the law of Moses." 

Tliis testimony is borne by the Spirit— dLXid he who 
receives it possesses the Spirit — and '^ there is there- 
fore no condemnatioi to him who is in Christ Jesus, 
who walks not after the flesh bul after the Spirit.'* 
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The flesh 9 or nature, could never have discovered this 
truth, as our Lord informed his Apostles, (when 
Peler in their name confessed that he was the Christ 
the Son of the living God) saying, '^Blessed art thou 
Simon Bar-jona, for flesh and blood hath not revealed 
it unto thee, but my Father which is in heavw," — 
his subsequent walk is therefore not after the dictates 
of unredeemed nature, but under the guidance of the 
SjMrit of life which in Christ Jesus has made him free 
from the law, by which is the knowledge of sin, and 
from the sentence of the law, which is death. (Rom. 
viii. 1,2.) 

This liberty is enjoyed by faith — the Spirit wit- 
nessing to the truth of God in the proclamation of the 
Gospel in which the righteousness of God is revealed 
\\i order to be believed — Friends do you believe this 
simple truth? That Christ hath taken away sin — 
hath made atonement for guilt— hath wrought and 
^^ brought in an everlasting righteousness" — that he 
finished all that the Father had given him to do ! that 
he has made peace by the blood of his cross— and that 
thus God may be Just, while justifying the ungodly? 
Unbelief is a damning sin. All other sins make it 
impossible for the law to save — but this makes salvation 
impossible even by the glorious Gospel. — Salvation is 
suspended upon believing, not as a condition to be ful- 
tilled in order thereto, but as the means for connecting 
the soul therewith — not as work c(msidered worthy of 
reward, but as the channel through which alone divine 
communications can be conveyed. Unbelief is not the 
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rejectiiig the history of Jesus— for many, who ate un- 
believers in the scriptural sense of the tcdtn, have never 
doubted, much less denied the truth of that history. 
Of unbelief in this sense the Devils are not guilty. Btlt 
it is rejecting the fact, that Jesus Christ has accomplish^ 
the putting away of sin, and the bringing in of an all- 
sufficient righteousness for ungodly sinners by his obe- 
dience unto death : it is the mixing any thing with Christ 
in coming to God : it is the entertaining the notion that 
God requires any thing, save the work of Christ ex- 
clusively, in order to be gracious to the sinner : it is 
the looking in ourselves for any qualifying circum- 
stance, any recommendatory process, in consequence 
of which we may be satisfied that God will extend 
mercy to us. In a word it is the not trusting in God's 
simple promise_not being persuaded that he is faith- 
ful to his word, when he declares himself as wett 
pleased in his beloved Son, and that whoever believeth 
in him shall be saved! that Jesus has been sent to 
proclaim liberty to the captives , and the opening of the 
prison to them that are bound! Unbelief closes the 
gates of heaven— locks the ear of God — hardens the 
heart— kills the soul! Faith on the contrary unbafs. 
heavens gates— unlocks the ear of God— subdues the 
hard heart— quickens the soul and keeps it for eternal 
glory ; for Christ is the object of faith , with which it 
identifies the believer; and Christ hath prevailed to ob- 
tain for those who come to him, every blessing con- 
nected with Liberty from condemnation. 

2. Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there, is hberty 
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firom sefDing God in a legal spirit — and this is 
wrought by the Spirit's testimony to ' ' Christ as the 
end of the law for righteousness to every one that be- 
lieveth. " (Romans x. 4. ) As having ' ' p^ fected for 
ever them that are sanctified." Is the child of God 
brought out of the bondage of corruption into the glo- 
rious liberty of the Sons of God? he serves Grod not 
in the oldness of the letter, but in the nevniess of the 
Spirit— he is delivered from Satanic bondage in order 
to be God's servant — Is he by the law made dead to 
the law? it is that he may live unto God ! And mark 
the character and extent of his service. He served for- 
merly as a slave — now as a Son ; formerly in order to 
obtain life as the reward— now because he hath life. 
Then his motives were superstitious fear and self 
righteous pride— now the love of Christ constrains 
him, and he would not, if he could, be free from his 
service. Then he was always anxious to know whether 
he had done enough, esteeming some of the command- 
ments grievous— now, his anxiety is to know, ' ' Lord ! 
what wilt thou have me to do" — * ^ accounting all the 
Lord's precepts concerning all things to be right" 
(Psalm cxix. 128.) Then his confidence of divine 
approbation was derived from his unsanctified endea- 
vours—now his most holy service affords him no more 
confidence than his sins. Then his heart did not go 
along with his effoiis— now his efforts cannot keep 
pace with his desires, he ' ' cannot do the things that 
he would." Then he strove to serve an ^^ unknown 
God" with an unwilling mind— now being made 
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willing in the day of bis power, and being delivered 
from dead works, he seeks to serve the living and true 
God. Then his solicitude was concerning '' what he 
should do to be saved"— bis inquiry ''what good 
thing shall I do that I may inherit eternal life'' ~ now 
being delivered from condemnation by the power of the 
Spirit, and knowing that salvation has been achieved 
by Jesus— his cry is. Lord, 1 am thine— ''I am thy 
servant — hold thou me up and I shall be safe, and I 
will have respect unto thy statutes continually. " (Psalm 
cxix. 117.) 

3. Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there, is liberty 
from the supremacy of sin. This also is eflfected by 
the light which the truth as it is in Jesus demon- 
strated by the Spirit, throws upon the real nature of 
sin. The cross on which the enmity has been slain, 
and peace procured for transgressors, preaches not 
only sin atoned for ; the handwriting of the command- 
ment cancelled; everything contrary to, and against 
us in our return to God, taken out of the way; but 
in shewing the tremendous penalty due to its demerit 
inflicted on our spotless surety, to whom his people's 
sins were imputed, teaches, that sin, of its own na- 
ture, is not venial or easily atoned for, but of such ab- 
horrent character in the eyes of a Holy God, as to cause 
him to cast off the world from his favour on account 
of it, and *' to draw forth his sword against the man 
who is his fellow," who became the bearer of it, by im- 
putation, as Ibe representative of his redeemed. Sin 
is a moral pestilence. It is the disease of the soul : and 
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as soon can we conceive it possible for a man labour- 
ing undar a malignant disorder to be in health, in the 
possession of an infallible remedy; as a man to be 
happy in deliverance from condemnation, if he be 
left undar the malignant power of his corruptions. 
Could a man be in the possession of the forgiveness of 
the Gospel, without the spiritual health of the Gospel, 
his state would be any thing rather than desirable. 
But the Gospel never leaves men in the state in which 
it finds them. It finds them in prison, and it sets 
them free— it finds them ignorant, and gives them 
knowledge— it finds them labouring under a deadly 
disease, and it gives them spiritual heaUh : not to 
such a degree indeed in this life, as that the old malady 
shall never again break out — but so, as that it shall 
never prevail as heretofore. Effect does not more ne- 
cessarily follow cause, than misery sin. It is a very 
part of the constitution of a sinful nature — it is the 
ordinance of God for the benefit of man, that they 
shall be inseparable ! You may as well endeavour to 
separate the sensation of pain from the burning of 
your hand, as unhappiness from the commission of 
sin. However the careless sinner may succeed to lull 
his conscience to sleep, or the hardened transgressor 
may dull and deaden it ; however he may cry ^' peace" 
to himself, and by the innumerable objects which the 
world presents, may be diverted from the present and 
l)ennanent perception of it ; however unconscious he 
may be of the connexion— yet is the sinner a torment 
to himself, and so long as sin is unsubdued, he is un- 
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questionably miserable. It is not possible that man 
could be advantaged by forgiveness, or that God could 
be glorified, if he v^ere left under the dominion of sin ; 
therefore there is a gracious provision, that where the 
Spirit gives Jiberty from condemnation, there he also 
gives freedom from the yoke of sin. " Sin shall not 
have dominion over you" saith Paul to the Christians 
at Rome. He does not say that sin shall not exist 
to harass and to try you ; nay rather, from his own 
experience of its presence in his own body, and the 
conflict he carried on against it, he directs the saved of 
the Lord to treat it as an enemy— to hold no parley 
with, to be undar no allegiance to it. '^ Let not sin 
therefore reign in your mortal bodies. " *^ Yield not 
your members servants of unrighteousness unto sin.'' 
The self-same truth which shews the exceeding sinful- 
ness of sin, and the cancelling of all its consequences, 
proves a divine remedy against its deadly nature ; and 
a preservative against its subsequent attacks. The 
Gospel which speaks peace to the conscience, ' ' teaches 
those to whom the Spirit brings it, ^' to deny ungod- 
liness and worldly lusts, and to live soberly, righteously, 
and godly, in this present world." (Tit. ii. 11,12.) 
My fellow sinner, are you giving evidence in whose 
service you are engaged by the voluntary captivity of 
the powers of your mind and body to sin? Ah! you 
are serving a Master whose wages are death— .you 
are yoked to a tyrant who only gratifies you for the 
moment, that he may exult in yom* torment through 
ages of ages. You are not hnp/ij, urd you knoiv it. 
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Behold God s remedy ! It is in His testimony to Je- 
sus Christ as having taken sin away. Your sins and 
your iniquities have separated between God and your 
souls — Behold God himself in love making up the 
breach, and reconciling sinners to himself. The re- 
medy is unfailing. " Believe in the Lord Jesus, and 
you shall be saved. *' ^ ^His name has been called Jesus, 
for he saves his people from their sins. " Child of God ! 
you are sore tried with sin that dwelleth in you — 
* ' you cannot do the things that you would " — you 
'^ find a law in your members warring against the law 
of your mind " your corrupt nature is constantly urg- 
ing you to turn aside from the way in which you 
have been called to walk — you cry out in the language 
of Paul "Oh vnretched man that I am, who shall deli- 
ver me from this body of death. " Take up his encou- 
raging word as well as those which you have already 
used, and remembering the all-sufficiency of your Je- 
sus, his advocacy, and his unchangeable faithfulness ; 
imitate his Apostle and cry—'* Thanks be to God who 
giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ. " 
Remember 'Mf you say that you have no sin, you have 
not the truth in you"— but finding its presence, and 
conscious of its maUgnity, ** mortify it by the Spirit," 
and you shall be free. 

4. Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there, is liberty 
from the love of this world. And this he effects *'by 
the renewing of the mind : " whereby the deceitful 
medium through which the world had been previously 
viewed is removed; and the wickedness of its ways and 



CURISTIAN LIBERTY. 205 

the hollowness of its principles are discovered. Like 
the mountains, which in the distance, api)ear to the 
trayeller to be arrayed in purple and gold, but as he 
draws nigh, present to his view nothing but morass 
and rock — so the world to the unbeliever is invested 
with every thing that is delightful to the eye, and gra- 
tifying to the taste ; but to him who beholds it in the 
light of the Spirit, its native deformity is perceptible, 
and the hideous impress of him through whose sub- 
tlety it has been subjected to the curse, and into whose 
unholy service it has been enlisted, is discovered in its 
true character. The Spirit of * * faith which is the evi- 
dence of things not seen," having shed abroad the love 
of God in the heart of him whose eyes He has opened 
to see the wondrous things contained in His testi- 
mony to Jesus, closes his affections against the exclusive 
engagement of them by the things which are in the 
world, and so sanctifies them in their exercise upon 
those things which God allows, that their combined 
influence is weakness itself when compared with the 
constraining energy of the love of Christ. Believer, 
you know that this is not your rest — here you are but 
a stranger— a pilgrim — your home is in heaven, where 
your treasure is ; and your Lord has said * * where your 
treasure is, therey^'iXi your hear t be also" (Mat.vi.21.) 
What you read of the world in the oracles of God— and 
what your acquaintance with it has taught you, ena- 
ble you to comprehend the wisdom of the injunction 
which demands your being ' ' not conformed " unto it 



2C6 CHRISTIAN LIBERTY. 

—which calls you to be "separate; " and to apjNreciate 
the rich mercy of the warning, that its ' * friendship 
is enmity with God, and that if any man will be a friend 
of the world he mast be an enemy of God." (James 
iv. 4.) As also to receive with reverence the exhcnrta- 
tion — ' ' Love not the world neither the things that are 
in the world. If any man love the world, the love <rf 
the Father is not in him." (1 Johnii. 15.) For by 
the contrast of truth, the Spirit has disclosed to you the 
deceitfulness of its offers, the disappointment which 
attends its favours, and the misery which overtakes its 
votaries. Believer you have overcome the world * * for 
this is the victory that overcometh the world, even your 
faith." (1 John v. 4, 5.) By the Spirits witness to 
the finished work of Jesus, the hold which it has over 
the flesh is weakened, so that you are not governed 
by its maxims, or led by its customs. By faith, your 
distinctiveness of character is maintained, and you 
escape the " woe" which our Lord has soknmly fore- 
warned you, shall be the lot of those who caU them- 
selves his people, "when all men shall speak weU of 
them." By faith, you know that "in the world you 
shall have tribulati(m " — but you are invited to be of 
good cheer for your Immanuel has overcome the world. 
By faith you are kept from the evil that is in it — your 
holy garments unpolluted — yourself unspotted. 

5. Where the Spirit of ihe Lord is, there, is liberty 
from the fear of man. ! what man is there, among 
us, so unacquainted with the deceitfulness and 
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desperate widLedness of bis own heart, as to boast, 
that in this respect he is invuhierable ? Which of 
us has not found to his hurt, that ^^ the fear of man 
bdngeth a snare? '' Who has not had cause in bit- 
terness of soul to deplore the sad failures , and tbcr 
lamentable inconsistencies of which he has been 
guilty, by reason of the '' fear of mens' faces? " Ah ! 
let us not be highminded but fear God --while we 
s^ our faces like flints against unholy deference to 
our fellow worms in things connected with our 
hope ! ^^ Let him that thinketh he standeth, take 
heed lest he fall !" Who can read the affecting re- 
cord of Peter's fall, and not be led, with deep self 
abasement and distrust, to pray that he may be 
preserved from fear of man. And, brethren, God 
the Eternal Spirit is able by the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, which introduces holy, perfect love into the 
heart, to cast out this slavish fear. Wherefore ' ' trem- 
ble at the Lord s word," and *' be not afraid of the 
revilings" of ungodly men. '* Sanctify the Lord God 
in your hearts, and let Him be your fear." It is no 
easy matter to maintain a Christian decision of charac- 
ter — or to be bold to speak the truth of God without 
fear, when the entreaties of unenlightened, but af- 
fectionate and well meaning friends are used to in- 
duce the child of God to abate something of the strict- 
ness of walk which his principles prescribe— or to 
accommodate something of the pecuUarity of the doc- 
trines he has derived from the Scriptures of God, to 
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the prejudices of unbelievers. But my brethren, let 
us bear in mind the memorable instance of holy 
fealrlessness which the history of John the Baptist 
affords us : to whom, the advocates of expediency 
might have suggested the advantage he would gain 
for his cause by abstaining from the peculiar topic 
which would oQaid his patron. But to such carnal 
reasoners he might have replied, ^^ Get behind me 
Satasa— for ye savour not the things that be of God, 
but those that be of men." (Matt. xvi. 23.) The holy 
man dared not compromise : whether Herod be dis- 
pleased or not, the truth must be told — having the 
fear of God before his eyes, he boldly reproved the 
Tetrarch, saying, 'Mt is not lawful for thee to have 
thy brothers wife." (Matt. xiv. 4.) 

6. Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there, is 
Liberty from the fear of death. Nature shrinks from 
the painful struggle, which bursts the tenement of 
clay to let the enfranchised soul go free; but the 
life-giving Spirit of Christ, testifies to the believer, 
at such an hour, that ^^ Christ hath overcome him 
that had the power of death, even the devil, that he 
might deliver them, who through fear of death, were all 
their life-time subject to bondage" — (Heb. ii. 14, 16) 
that he hath taken away sin which invests death with 
all his terrors ; and ' ' the law, " which is ^ * the strength 
of sin. " What is it that makes death terrific — but the 
consciousness of guilt in our own character, and of 
holiness in the character of God ; but where the Spirit 
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bears witness to Jesus, the conscience is freed from 
guilt and purified— for all guilt has been borne for 
his people, by the Surety of sinners — all its penalty 
has been endured — and the soul which ^^knows that 
God has given it eternal life and that this life is in 
his Son/' must rest tranquil and at liberty. (1 John 
V. 11.) What is death to the unbeliever ? A dark 
and dismal valley, without one ray of light to enliven 
the gloom, or to guide him who passeth through it 
— vnthout one friendly arm to support— one hope to 
cheer— one promise to comfort him. And what is 
its ^termination ? — '^Everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
power !" What is death to the Spirit-taught believer? 
A shadowy valley through which the soul is guided 
by the Day Star from on high— ''The everlasting 
arms are beneath him" — the hope of eternal life which 
maketh not ashamed cheers him— and the exceeding 
great and precious promises of his covenant-Keeper 
comfort him. And what is the end thereof ? ' ' The 
fulness of joy at God s right hand, and pleasures for 
evermore." 

And now, my friends, what know you personally, 
vitally, experimentally, of this glorious— this holy— . 
this rational— this comprehensive— this enduring Li- 
berty ? Vain is it to exult in temporal freedom, if ye 
be strangers to the power of this. Yain is the boast, 
' ' We be free bom ! — we were never in bondage to 
any man!'* — for "if the Son of God shall make 
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you free, then," and then only, ^* shall ye be &«e 
indeed!" Do ye know what it is to have the Spirit 
of the Lord^io be fr^e from Gondemnaticm, &t>m 
l^al bondage, from the supremacy of sin, fnnci the 
love of the world, from the fear of man, from the fear 
of death ? Or are these things strange to you ; and 
do ybu display your ignorance of, and indiflereace to 
them, by a life of ungodliness— intemperance— impur- 
rity— vanity— and frivolity ? The truth which is deli- 
vered in the text is of the deepest moment to you. If 
you die without the Spirit of the Lord, by which 
the children of God are liberated, and sealed unto the 
day of redemption, you are lost for ever !~ everlasting 
chains of darkness are forged for all such—and the 
prison of hell is opened for such-.and the compa- 
nionship of devils is determined for such ! I But oh ! 
my fellow sinners, behold the unsearchable riches of 
divine love, which proclaims the way of liberty-^, 
the opening of the everlasting doors of uniailing mercy. 
Behold Him who " led captivity captive," whose 
triumphant entry into the everlasting mansions is thus 
celebrated in strains of seraphic ecstacy — *^Lifl; up 
your heads, ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye ever- 
lasting doors, and the King of glory shall come in. 
Who is this King of Glory ? The Lord strong and 
mighty— The Lord mighty in battle." (Ps. xxiv.7, 8.) 
' Thou art the King of glory Christ ! Thou art the 
everlasting Son of the Father ! Jesus has * ' received 
gifts for men, yea even for the rebellious, that the 
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Lord God might dwell among them/' (Ps. Ixviii. 18.) 
He has redeemed simiers by his blood— he has made 
atonement for their transgressions —he has made peace 
by his cross-— he has slain the enmity— suffered the 
just for the unjust^brought in everlasting righteous- 
ness ! ! God the Spirit has borne testimony to Jesus 
as the Saviour of the lost. And the Father has annexed 
his promise to the testimony, and the son has added 
bis, and the Spirit himself confirms his own, that 
whosoever bdieveth it, is eternally free. '' The per- 
fect law of Liberty" which is the gospel, brings liberty 
nigh to every one who hears it— and this gospel, when 
believed, is '' the law of th? Spirit of life, making us 
free from the law of sin and death !" (Rom. viii. 2.) 
The trumpet of the Jubilee is sounded— Liberty is 
proclaimed— the acceptable year of the Lord is preached. 
And now whosoever hearetb, let him know that 
God is glorious in holiness, inflexible in justice, 
unchangeable in truth, ineffable in love, while he 
gives pardon to the guilty, and liberty to him who 
believeth in Jesus. Though we be tied and bound 
with the chain of our sins, he is able to ' ' take the prey 
from the mighty and to deliver the lawful captive;" 
(Isai. xlix. 24.) ** He is able to save to the uttermost, 
every one that cometh unto God by him." Freely 
as his daily mercies of the air and light, does He 
announce deliverance —and faithfully, as freely, will 
he give deliverance to everyone *' who cometh unto 
God by him." But more— He has not left us in 
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doubt whether he shall succeed in deliyering or not — 
for he saith— ^' All that the Father giveth me shall 
come to me.'' (John vi. 37.) And again ^^ Thus saith 
the Lord, Even the captives of the mighty shall be 
taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall be de- 
livered : for I will contend with him that contendeth 
withthee, and / will save thy children." (Isai. xlix. 
26.) 

Amen, and Amen! 



FINIS. 



May the words of my moulh, and the meditalions of my 
hearl be always acceptable in Thy sight, Lord, my Strength 
anjd my Redeemer. Amen. 
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